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What’s the best article in Vue Weekly’s “Best of 
2004” issue? Could it be one of our critics’ lists 
of the most outstanding films, books, CDs or 
plays of the year? Or maybe it’s one of our 
news reporters’ analyses of the past 12 months 
of world affairs? If nothing else, this issue is 
without a doubt our best issue so far of 2005! 


Stephen Notley 
sums up 2004—in 
cartoon form! * 5 


The Arcade Fire’s 
Funeral buries the 
competition in our 
list of 2004’s best 
albums ° 34 


None of our critics 
forgot to include 
Eternal Sunshine 
of the Spotless 
Mind in their Top 
10 lists ¢ 37-38 


Pathetic aesthetics 


Art has always proved a difficult subject 
to wrap one’s head around and write 
about meaningfully. In her recent arti- 
cle for Vue, Agniezska Matejko takes “A 
Backwards Glance” at art, flatly reject- 
ing even the idea of “such a thing as 
good art.” By way of reasoning, Mate- 
jko offers an example of a woman 
unmoved by a Picasso, but brought to 
tears by a postcard picture of puppies 
because, darn it all, she just loves dogs. 
But does this really show the impossi- 
bility of speaking of “good” and 
“bad,” that all things are equal? “Who 
are we to say?” Matejko writes. “There 
is no formula for art.” 

But if we follow her line of reason- 
ing, where does it lead? The next 
moment, the hypothetical woman real- 
izes she has something on her shoe, 
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and rubs a creamy brown smear onto 
the grey gallery carpet. Oh, those 
naughty little puppies! Despite the 
smell, she is entranced by the dynamic 
juxtaposition of colour and texture, 
and forgets all about her cheap post- 
card. Realizing she’s feeling hungry, 
she drifts into the gallery's four-star 
café where they are serving a free buf- 
fet of international dishes. But the 
woman just can‘t get the idea of 
adorable, cuddly little puppies out of 
her head, so she pulls a Ziploc bag of 
dog food out of her purse and greedily 
begins to feast. After turning the bag 
inside out and licking it clean, it was 
time for a movie. Two films were show- 
ing: one, a black-and-white film about 
a dead newspaper tycoon and his sled: 
the other, a story about a basketball- 
playing dog. Do you want to guess 
which one the woman preferred? 
From this example, instead of 


drawing the counterintuitive conclu- 
sion, as Matejko does, that Air Bud 
might be better than Citizen Kane, dog 
food may beat filet mignon, and a shit 
smear is as good as a Picasso, don’t 
you think we might want to consider 
the likelihood that this hypothetical 
woman is nuts or, at the very least, if 
she expects her opinion (however 
dearly she cherishes it, and as entitled 
to it as she may be) to mean anything 
to anyone other than herself, she 
needs to try to forget about her fuck- 
ing puppy fetish for a second? 

True, some decisions cannot be 
made in the same manner as 2+2=4; 
however, intuitively and involuntarily, 
humans make these decisions 
nonetheless, and, over time, generally 
agree on the conclusions. In this way, 
aesthetics is like morality: as Matejko 
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was a truly terrible year when it 
came to furthering the cause of 
i mocracy here and around the 
_ world. Here is Vue’s list for the top 10 
election stories both here and abroad. 


1. Viktor Viktoria 

This was the election of 2004, edg- 
ing out the Bush/Kerry race when it 
came to intrigue. Ukraine is a nation 
divided; easterners support stronger 
ties to Russia, while Kyiv and the 
western portion of the nation support 
reforms and stronger ties to the EU 
and America. After round one, pro- 
Russian candidate Viktor Yanukovych 
beat reformer Viktor Yuschenko. Then 
the fun began. Yuschenko provided » 
video proof of voting irregularities 
such as ballot-box stuffing at polling 
stations across the country, and then 
told the world the reason he looked 
like he was aging in dog years was 
because of dioxin poisoning. 

' Doctors confirmed his claim and 


an investigation was launched into 
the poisoning by the Ukraine's securi- 
ty department, headed by whom? The 
person considered the number-one 
suspect in the crime! The Ukrainian 
Supreme Court ruled the election 
invalid, while Russia claimed that the 
result should stand. A re-vote was 
held on Boxing Day, and Yuschenko 
triumphed. Not even a day after the 
results were in, Yanukovych,-loudly 
supported by calls from the Russian 
government, claimed that yet another 
vote was needed thanks to pro- 
Yuschenko vote-fixing and irregulari- 
ties. The Supreme Court shot down 
his claims. Yuschenko now has to pla- 
cate the pro-Yanukovych eastern por- 
tions of the country; don’t expect this 
current government to last long. 

2. Trend-Breaker 

The rule of thumb in modern-day 
elections is that higher-than-normal 
voter turnout portend a loss for the 
incumbent, as high ballot numbers 
usually are an indication of voter dis- 
satisfaction. When CNN began broad- 
casting pictures of long election 
lineups across Ohio and Florida, 
which were anointed the swing states 
of the 2004 election, President George 
W. Bush’s aides were warning their 
man to expect the worst. But even 
though the 115.7 million Americans 
who voted marked the best turnout in 
history, Bush still won, mostly due to 
the Republicans’ success in galvaniz- 
ing support over issues like gay mar- 
riage and the morality of politicians 
over fairly trivial Democratic concerns 
like the war in Iraq and the economy. 

3. Upset Special 

At this time last year, the coming 


mayoral election in Edmonton 
looked like a two-horse race, with 
Mayor Bill Smith trying to fend off 
the challenge from former city coun- 
cil member Robert Noce. But thanks 
to a last-minute surge in support 
from voters who could accept nei- 
ther Noce nor Smith, Stephen Man- 
del made one of the best late rallies 
you'll ever see in any election of any 
size. City of Edmonton staff were 
advised via e-mail by their superiors 
to stay away from Noce, who was 


DEMOCRACY 


seen as a reformer who could make 
changes to the bureaucracy, but in 
the end it didn’t matter. He had fall- 
en to a distant third by election day. 

4. Minority Report 

For the first time since the Grits 
took power from Brian Mulroney, 
this year’s Canadian federal election 
actually somewhat reflected the pop- 
ular vote. During the Jean Chrétien 
dynasty, the Liberals elected majority 
government after majority govern- 
ment despite getting nowhere close 
to the popular vote. But this time 
around, the Liberals got a minority 
government with 36.7 per cent of 
the popular vote. (The Grits still did 
better than they should have—their 
135 seats make up nearly 44 per cent 
of Parliament.) While the Conserva- 
tive Party made inroads, they didn’t 
win enough seats in Atlantic Canada 
and the East to be considered any- 
thing more than Western reactionar- 
ies. But the party that got royally 
screwed by our system was the NDP, 


who got 15.7 per cent of national 
popular vote but earned just 19 seats 
(6.2 per cent of Parliament). 

5. Election? What Election? 

The news from the 2004 Alberta 
election wasn’t that the Tories won 
their 10th consecutive majority—quelle 
Surprise\—it was that just 46 per cent of 
Albertans bothered to vote, basically 
due to the fact that (a) Tory supporters 
figured that they were going to win 
anyway, so why brave the cold; and (b) 
other party supporters figured their 
lone measly votes wouldn’t bring 
down the Tory dynasty, so why bother. 
Apathy triumphs again. 

6. They’re Here... 

But the provincial election was- 
n’t all humdrum. Voters in the Card- 
ston-Taber Warner riding elected 
Alberta Alliance candidate Paul Hin- 
man, who edged out Tory Broyce 
Jacobs by 129 votes. Hey, remember 
when the SoCreds ran this province, 
until the Tories—another right-lean- 
ing party—took it away? Maybe this 
is a harbinger of the future, where 
the best challenge to the established 
party's rightist rule comes from, 
well... the right. 

7. They Must Be Learning 
From the GOP 

On the morning of October 9, 
Afghanistan opened the polls to its 
first-ever presidential election, with 18 
candidates on the ballot. According to 
the UN, by 2 p.m. 15 of them had offi- 
cially protested what they considered 
to be “irregularities” and demanded 
that the election results be discounted 
as they “would not be legitimate.” 

8. Hail to the Redskins 

Before the 2004 election, the Red- 


Good news for people 


2004 was arough - 
ride for optimists, but 
some good things 
happened, too 


By SHERYLE CARLSON 


doing for a second and try to 

reflect on some of the good news 
that came out of the last year. Any- 
thing? If you find yourself having a 
hard time getting past all the fraudu- 
lent elections, tsunami disasters, 
bloody wars and other seeming har- 
bingers of disaster, don’t worry; 
re not the only one. But chin 
, good friends—believe it or not, 
a 'S still enough news of innova- 


D: me a favour: stop what you're 


Cains us, remember this: 
eo. often comes in tiny 
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cow nonsense aside, it was 
ally fpr aoe year for Cana- 
; on the political front. For one 
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thing, we have a minority federal 
government, which means more rep- 
resentation, and with another elec- 
tion coming up, smaller parties will 
have a better shot at getting seats. As 
well, support for a shift towards pro- 
portional representation is growing. 
(There were even rumours of Deputy 
Prime Minister Anne McLellan back- 
ing this electoral process—off the 
record, of course.) 

On the legislative end of things, 
former Prime Minister Jean Chrétien’s 
marijuana legalization and same-sex 
marriage initiatives aren’t quite lega- 
cies yet, but 2004 certainly saw the 
issues receive much debate and devel- 
opment; pundits predict that there is 
strong potential for these bills to be 
passed in the new year. As well, the 
feds promised continuation on its 
extra arts funding with its Tomorrow 
Starts Today initiative, and while 
some of us out there are still pretty 
concerned about ethically question- 
able anti-terrorist bills C-35, 36 and 
the tabled C-7, the Canadian Bar 
Association has been busily preparing 
a response for the Anti-Terrorism 
Act's upcoming review. 


GOOD NEWS FOR ALBERTA 
Well, another provincial election 
came and went, and Klein and his 


who love 


PC posse are still in power, but with 
12 fewer seats. That may not seem 
like much, but any decline is worth 
celebrating. Environmentally speak- 
ing, Alberta took some big steps for- 
ward this past year, among the 
biggest being a program run by 
Windsong Power Inc. and Tallon 
Energy Corp. which saw a new 750- 
kilowatt wind generator capable of 
producing 1800 megawatt hours per 
year installed near Pincher Creek, a 
development that adds some much- 
needed non-polluting energy to the 


province's grid. As well, an engineer- 
ing professor at the University of 
Alberta developed a catalytic con- 
verter that would convert methane 
emissions into carbon dioxide, 
thereby lessening the impact of 
greenhouse gases in our atmosphere. 


GOOD NEWS FOR THE WORLD 
2004 ended with the hopeful ter- 
mination of the more than two- 
decade-long war in Sudan as a 
ceasefire was signed between the 
government and the southern rebels, 
with plans for a peace accord by 
early January. Also encouraging was 


the fact that Iran started co-operat- 
ing with UN nuclear watchdogs this 
year, and has reportedly begun nego- 
tiations with the European Union 
that will likely see Iran pursuing 
alternate energy sources. 

This year also saw the launch of 
three independent citizens’ inquiries 
into the truth behind the 9/11 
attacks, joining the many lawsuits 
against the American government 
that are still going strong, giving 
hope to those who feel there is much 
about that day yet to be uncovered. 
And we may see a better balance of 
power in the world next year, as the 
U.S. dollar sank considerably in 2004 
while the euro’s value increased. And 
don’t forget that in November, Russia 
signed the Kyoto Protocol, which will 
come into effect this February. 


GOOD NEWS IN GENERAL 

This was definitely a good year 
for people who like documentaries; 
from Michael Moore's Fahrenheit 911 
to Jennifer Abbott's and Mark 
Achbar’s The Corporation, political 
documentaries made some signifi- 
cant headway with the mainstream 
filmgoing public. Also, this year saw 
the continued growth of indepen- 
dent news outlets, and access to a 
diverse source of media over the 


skins were the best political pundits 
in America. Why? Since 1936, if the 
Redskins lost their last home game 
before the American election, the 
incumbent party or sitting president 
always lost. If they won the game, 
the incumbent party would stay in 
power. The Skins lost this year’s key 
game 28-14 to the Green Bay Pack- 
ers, who did their best to show their 
Democratic Wisconsin colours. But 
Bush proved even stronger than the 
NFL—which in America gives you 
godlike status—and broke the curse. 
9. No Votes for You 
In 2000, Iran’s Koran-pounding 
conservatives were shocked when 
reformers made major election 
gains. In 2004, the old religious 
guard made sure a repeat of that 
would not happen. In February, 
Iran's “Guardian Council,” which 
oversees what passes for democracy 
there, disqualified 2,000 candidates 
who had hoped to run as reformers. 
10. Rossi Riot 
Maybe Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Dino Rossi can join 
Yanukovych in the “sore loser” 
department. After a win on both the 
November election day count and in 
a mandatory recount, Rossi was 
declared the loser of the Washington 
race for the governor’s chair after 
Christmas, when a third recount gave 
Democrat Christine Gregoire a win by 
129 ballots. The reason for the swing? 
After the first two counts, 700 previ- 
ously-uncounted voted turned up in 
Seattle, enough to swing the election 
in Gregoire’s favour. In true Ukrainian 
fashion, Rossi—as of press time—is 
demanding a new election. © 


internet is allowing the public to 
actively inform itself, rather than 
simply be informed. Provided, of 
course, that you have a computer. 

While the environmental move- 
ment doesn’t seem as hip as it was in 
the '90s, the need for future alterna- 
tive energy sources has continued to 
be a sharp elbow jabbed into our 
sides, and 2004 brought continued 
efforts to find some solutions— 
hybrid SUVs, non-wood alternative 
fibres for paper and initiatives 
around the world to bring renewable 
energy sources to developing coun- 
tries and newly industrialized coun- 
tries as in India and China were all 
in the news over the past year. 

The United States and Canada 
consume 2.4 times as much energy 
at home as those in Western Europe, 
but this can change. The city of 
Edmonton is finally allowing resi- 
dents to hook their solar panels up 
to the grid, as is already allowed in 
Vancouver and Toronto. And finally, 
although he lost in the Supreme 
Court of Canada, the world watched 
Saskatchewan farmer Percy Schmeis- 
er stand up to Monsanto against the 
use of genetically engineered canola 
seed, and the battle to change seed 
patent laws and protect farmers 
wages on. @ 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


FUTURE EQUALS SAD! 


Well, it’s official: despite reams of worried, 
cautionary, |-read-in-an-Orwell-novel- 
once-that-nightmarish-dystopias-are-bad 
murmurings on both sides of the Canadi- 
an-American line over the past months, it 
was announced earlier this week that for- 
eign visitors. who use the 50 busiest land 
border crossings linking Canada and 
Mexico to the United States must now 
submit to fingerprinting as part of the 
U.S. Homeland Security Department's 
new biometric screening system. 

The system, which is called US-VISIT 
and involves the scanning of pho- 
tographs of visitors’ faces and index. fin- 
gers into a computer where they are 
compared with federal agencies’ crimi- 
nal databases, is now in effect at four 
Michigan-Ontario border crossings, 
according to reports from the American 
Press Monday. The department hopes to 
expand the program to another 115 
land border crossings by the end of the 
year, by which time it is expected to 
process 40 million visitors a year, fewer 
than 10 per cent of the 450 million peo- 
ple who cross the Canadian and Mexi- 
can, borders into the U.S. every year. 
Canadian and Mexican citizens with bor- 
der crossing cards will be exempt. 
“Because of the US-VISIT biometric 
technology, the United States is safer,” 
said Homeland Security Undersecretary 
Asa Hutchinson at a press conference 
earlier this week, noting that officials 
have arrested or denied admissions to 


372 criminals or ner violators 
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since the system began last year in 
selected airports and seaports. But ter- 
rorists? Well... not so much, although 
Hutchinson optimistically suggested that 
it’s possible that US-VISIT is so scary that 
it kept someone from even trying to get 
into the country with a forged passport. 

And although details are sketchy, 
it’s alleged that Hutchinson then blurt- 
ed out, “Look, it works, okay? Terror- 
ism has been totally defeated! GOD!” 
before crossing his arms and slumping 
sulkily down to the floor. 


THOSE CRAZY COWS! 


So, how about them wacky cows of 
ours, hey? No sooner had America 
announced that it felt our cows were 
sufficiently not-mad enough that it 
would once again be opening its bor- 
der to our beef exports, wham! A 
whole new case of mad cow was found 
in an eight-year-old dairy cow from 
Barrhead. Huh. So that means the bor- 
der’s going to be closed still, right? 

Wrong, sirs and madams. Quite 
uncharacteristically, the American gov- 
ernment reacted to the news with rela- 
tive ambivalence; according to reports 
from the American Press, the Bush 
administration stated that they would 
stand by their decision to renew Cana- 
dian cattle imports in March, citing a 
World Health Organization study that 
suggests even if 11 cases of mad cow 
were discovered in the 5.5 million 
head of cattle in Canada every year, it 
would still pose only a minimal threat 
to human health. 

The Canadian government, mean- 
while, enthusiastically nodded its head in 
agreement and reinforced our commit- 
ment to making sure people don’t die 
from eating cows. “Canada has a strong 
regulatory regime in place to protect 
against the spread of [bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy],” said Minister 
Andrew Mitchell in arr interview with the 
Canadian Press. “From a public health 
perspective, this finding does not threat- 
en the safety of Canadian beef.” 


But while the American government 
seems convinced of that fact, the Ameri- 
can public is still understandably wary 
of associating their beef industry with 
Canada’s bad rep on the world market. 
As one pundit so succinctly put it in an 
editorial for a small-town Montana 
newspaper, the Missoulian, “In a world 
awash in beef, American producers can 
ill afford a reputation for unsavory, 
much less unsafe, beef. Montana is big 
cattle country, and we certainly feel 
Canada’s pain. But that doesn’t mean 
we're willing to share it.” 


NOT SO FAST, FATTY! 


Well, the Christmas holidays are finally 
over, and if you're at all like me, chances 
are you spent them stuffing your face 
like a five-year-old kid who just inherited 
a pie factory—and with two weeks of 
serious, Olympic-quality pound-packing 
under our belts, maybe some of us are 
considering a diet or two in this new 
year. But be warned! According to a 
story from ctv.ca, Canadians thinking 
about getting involved in a commercial 
weight-loss program should know that 
most of them don’t offer any real evi- 
dence that they actually work. 

According to a study conducted by 
two researchers from the University of 
Pennsylvania and published in Tuesday's 
Annals of Internal Medicine, of the 10 
most popular weight-loss programs 
offered in North America, only one, 
Weight Watchers, had some amount of 
reliable documentation backing up their 
plan, but still not that much; only one 
study was found, stating that partici- 
pants lost around five per cent of their 
initial weight in six months—an average 
of 10 pounds—and kept off about half 
of it two years later. Among the rest, 
which included Jenny Craig, eDiets.com 
and the non-profit Overeaters Anony- 
mous, no such information was found 
that could support their claims. 

Anyhow, yeah: just a little food for 
thought. Heh. Get it? “Food”? Hey? Ha 
hal WHOO! © 


And th 
doesn’t plan. 
announcing that the wage will as 
further raised to $7 75 by 
ot alte ane reenter 7. 

So what's with all the generosi- 
ty? Has Ontario suddenly si struck it 
rich? As Minister Bentley went on to 
explain in an interview with the 
Canadian Press, there was no windfall 
behind this initiative—just a ieee 
see Ontario’s wealth more eve 
shared. “For nine years, the ares 
of Ontario enjoyed prosperity, but the 
most vulnerable got nothing,” he 
said. “We changed that last year, and 
now for the second year in a row 
we're increasing it again.” 

It’s an interesting theory, isn’t it? 
That a province that claims prosperi- 
ty should make some sort of effort to 
increase the quality of life for its 
most impoverished working class? 
Seems almost noble, really... and it 
makes you wonder just why the 
Alberta which is equal- 


government, 
ly as disposed to flaunting its alleged 
“advantage,” particularly during 
election times, seems so ree tant to 
doing the very same thing. 
Over the past few years, mi 
mum wages have gone up in almo: 
every province besides Alberta; 
Newfoundland—Newfoundland, the 
poorest province in the dominion— 
has found it in its heart to raise the 
wage to $6.50. The average mini- 
mum wage across Canada 
an hour; in Alberta, in case you 
don’t know, it’s a downright embar- 
rassing $5.90. Less than $1,000 per 
month if you‘re working full-time. 
This, apparently, is what our provin- 
cial government considers to be a 
livable wage in Alberta, the richest 
province in the coun and every 
time some other province hikes up 
its minimum, ours becomes Al the 
umili 
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APRIL 23: “Abu Ghraib 


Prison Photos” gets jwnpon || clay 4.28, smallville” 


Clark discovers Lex’s 
Clark-research room, 
Severs their friendship. 


TUNE 28: Canadians : 
Shrvg, vote. OCTOBER: John Kerry 
anaEnaiaieiee bitch-slaps cybernetic 
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NOVEMBER 3: World loses 
hope, goes catatonic. 


NOVEMBER 22: AB Premier 
Ralph Klein tries hardest 
to lose election, fails. 
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DECEMBER 26: God kills 
100,000° people in bizarre 
Boxing Day “joke” 
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SUN HEADLINE CARNAGE! 


We select our 
favourite local 
tabloid’s most 
memorable 
headlines of 2004 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


h, the Sun’s front page: the 
Peicinses all-caps, the Hulk- 
ue monosyllabism, the uncan- 
ny ability to find, chronicle and then 
promptly trivialize our city’s darkest 
and most depressing moments— 
they’ve been a part of Edmonton life 
since the paper started up back in 
1978. And in that time, we've come 
to expect their sensationalistic views 
on everything, to relish them, per- 
haps even... to love them. Whether 
it’s a body getting found in a field, a 
sex offender getting released and 
moving within 100 kilometres of the 
city limits or the weather just turning 
kind of cold, you can bet your ass that 
the Sun will be there, trying to think 
up three-letter words for “victim” and 
discussing wistfully amongst them- 
selves whether it would be appropri- 
ate to call a drive-by shooting that 
killed one and wounded three others 
a “holocaust of sorrow.” 
It can be pretty heavy stuff some- 
times, sure, and for the casual front- 
page glancer, it can be a little 


overwhelming, a little too easy to 
just walk right past the newsstand 
without so much as a second glance. 
But every once in a while—not 
often, but sometimes—the Sun for- 
goes their usual rearrangements of 
the words “body,” “death,” “night- 
mare” and “snow” and trots out the 
material that really makes an impres- 
sion, the stuff that seems too ridicu- 
lous to be sincere but that’s only 
made more beautiful by its sincerity. 
These, dear readers, are the head- 
lines we remember; these are the six 
best Sun headlines of 2004. 


6. CAR-MAGEDDON! (January 31) 

2004 was barely a month old 
when Sun headline writers cooked 
up the year’s first gem, rather boldly 
proclaiming a 15-car pileup on the 
Whitemud caused by icy road condi- 
tions to be nothing short of CAR- 
MAGEDDON—even going so far as 
to slap on a now-seldom-used excla- 
mation point at the end to really 
drive it home. After all, this wasn’t 
just some chain-reaction fender-ben- 
der brought on by unsafe roads we 
were dealing with here—this was 
fucking car-mageddon, pal: the end of 
all things, the Final Judgment of all 
humankind before our world ceases 
to exist and we are all either taken 
up to heaven of cast into Hell. 
Except with more Ford Windstars 
than the Book of Revelation proba- 
bly mentioned. Chilling! 
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5. KIDS FEAR EVIL DAD (June 9) 
While at heart actually a fairly 
accurate boiling-down of the pleas of 
convicted killer Anmed Boussaada’s 
children that their father not be 
released on parole, one has to admit 
that this headline was a little on the 
obvious side. I mean, no shit the kids 
fear the evil dad: kids hate evil dads! 
They're jerks! He probably wants to do 
evil things to them, like punch them 


JOURNALISM 


in the face or drink their blood or go 
back in time and kill their ancestors or 
something. I mean, that’s pretty damn 
evil; I'm getting a-feared of the guy 
just writing about it. Please. KIDS 
HEART EVIL DAD, on the other hand? 
There we would've had something. 


4. PANTY RAGE! (April 24) 

Now this is a headline that proba- 
bly garnered its fair share of second 
looks and puzzled head-cockings. 
What, after all, could a panty rage 
possibly have entailed? Was it sexy? 
Was it gruesome? A little of both, per- 
haps? Did someone become angry 
about someone else’s panties and kill 
them? Was somebody finally driven 
mad by the sheer number of panties 
they’d amassed over the years and 
forced to go on a kill-crazy rampage 
through the heart of downtown? The 
possibilities, it seemed, were end- 


less—well, until you actually read the 
story, which was about how Econom- 
ic Development Edmonton freaked 
out a bunch of Bible-belters at a 
South Carolina conference by pre- 
senting a ribald musical performance 
by local theatre group the Panties. Oh 
sure, it’s kind of a neat story. But, you 
know.... It’s no panty rage. 


3. CORPSE MYSTERY (September 26) 

A departure from the “BODY 
FOUND” screamer that the Sun usu- 
ally prefers to haul out in situations 
like this, this headline for a story 
about a pair of strollers who found a 
dead body in a field near the Enoch 
reserve seems to belie a sense of 
wonder about this story in the Sun 
offices that just doesn’t seem justi- 
fied. After all, isn’t, like, every dead 
body found in a field a mystery after 
the first day? Do killers usually stick 
Post-It notes on the corpses of their 
victims with their motive and a 
home phone number or something? 
Really, it seems pretty unmysterious. 
Typical, even. But no! What a 
fiendishly clever puzzle we’ve been 
left to piece together! Who—who, I 
ask you—among us can solve the 
Mystery of the Corpse? Keep reading 
the Sun to find out! 


2. WEDDING HELL (July 19) 
Ah-heh. Two rival Asian gangs 

clash at a wedding reception, leaving 

one dead and three in critical condi- 


tion, and they get a headline that 
sounds like the title of a Lockhorns 
anthology. 


1. ‘FUN GUY’ STABBED (October 3) 


And speaking of “incredibly 
inappropriate,” how about this 
headline, the cream of last year's 
crop, which led to a story about 
how 30-year-old Lloyd Dickinson 
was stabbed at a party in Mill 
Woods? This surprisingly trivializing 
headline seems to suggest that we 
should be familiar enough with who 
this “fun guy” is to be shocked into 
buying their paper. Oh no! Someone 
stabbed the “fun guy”? Edmonton’s 
fun guy?? Who would do that? 
Somebody who hates fun, I bet. Oh, 
when, when will the world learn 
that hating fun is the worst reason 
to stab someone? Also, someone 
died. Maybe calling him “fun guy” 
wasn’t the best idea. 


Well, those are the six best of 
the year, but, of course, when you 
spend an afternoon at the library 
going through a year’s worth of 
newspapers, you're bound to come 
across a few honourable mentions. 
In no particular order: PERVERT’S 
PARADISE (September 11), ‘EVIL’ 
STRIPPER BARES SOUL (January 15), 
SLED OF DEATH (March 22), HIP- 
HOP TO JAIL! (February 10) and, of 
course, ‘OSAMA BIN HEATHERING- 
TON’ (Nov 2). ® 


Dylan’s unruly 
Chronicles was 
the year’s most 
compelling 
page-turner 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


I read because I was already a fan 

of the author, but most came to 
me by chance, the whimsy of either 
myself or an editor, which ultimate- 
ly sent me searching hungrily for 
more of the writer's work. This sort 
of random cultural exposure is what 
I really like about this job. Neverthe- 
less, fierce subjectivity rules here and 
any single critic-reads only a mere 
fraction of what's available. But sub- 
jectivity is itself ruled by inspiration 
and passion, which, with any luck, 
can be contagious. 


S': of the following seven titles 


Chronicles Volume One/ 
Living to Tell the Tale 

That my two favourite titles of the 
past year are both memoirs by famous 
artists—a musician in his 60s and a 


BOB DYLAN 


CHRONICLES 


POLUME OXE 


novelist in his 70s—seems more a 
tribute to their distinctive and fresh 
approaches to autobiography than to 
the genre itself, which is so often an 
arena of uninspired writing for nostal- 
gic or self-congratulating “survivors.” 
The early days and low periods of cre- 
ative and personal frustration that 
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make up Bob Dylan’s funny, imagina- 
tive, unpredictable and insightful 
Chronicles are as full of fire, movement 
and wonder as his finest songs, reveal- 
ing as much about the man in his 
obsession with detail, scope and 
vision as it contributes to the layering 
of his well-earned disguises. Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez’s Living to Tell the Tale 


Lining fo Ball the Zabe 


GABRIEL GARCIA 
MARQUEZ 
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is a more direct account of an artist’s 
development and yet it’s more 
endearingly suspect too, a tour 
through his extraordinary life and 
imagination and the places, moments 
and notions that inspired them. 

Cloud Atlas 

Spanning centuries, continents 
and genres and weaving together dis- 
parate shards of culture into patterns 
rich with wit and texture, David 
Mitchell’s Cloud Atlas is a puzzle novel 
of six interlinking tales that seems to 
shift under your touch. There’s no 
easy way to label it, nor is there 
always an easy way to digest all of its 
transformations, yet Mitchell has 
achieved something of real signifi- 
cance here, partially because for all its 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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‘Books of 2004 
Continued from previous page- 
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density, it’s so frequently accessible, 
entertaining and moving. Mitchell 
pulls us up above his expansive map 
of time and space and allows us to 
drop down for the most intimate 
close-ups in a variety of voices, each 
rendered distinctly. Something for 
everyone—in the most literal sense. 

The Story of Film 

Mark Cousins'’s decidedly interna- 


Continued from page 2 


writes, “It is not a science, not an 
objective fact.” What she misses 
though, is that despite the lack of a 
“formula” and despite the difficulty 
writers have in finding words for the 
how and why of it all, in aesthetics 
and morality, judgment inevitably, 
inescapably remains at the heart of the 
matter. Instead of doing away with the 
necessity of judgment, all Matejko has 
succeeded in doing is replacing one 
set of criteria for another. 

Critical thinking is at the core of 
every ambitious endeavour, including 
making meaningful art as well as writ- 
ing meaningfully about art. No doubt 
Ms. Matejko has heard of the Ameri- 
can art critic Clement Greenberg. | 
would encourage her to read his 
essays on aesthetics and art-criticism:.. 
They are Without ‘questi fahg the 
best writing on thestopic and, if she 
reads carefully and with an open 
mind, they could do a great service by 
helping her think, and write, more 
clearly about art in the future. —RyaAN 
McCourt, EDMONTON 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, TS] 1L7), by 

fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly; we reserve the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity. Please 
include a daytime telephone number. 
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today! 
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tional chronicle of cinematic imnova- 
tions examines the development of 
the medium as opposed to the indus- 
try. Supported by well-chosen and 
informative, glossy illustrations, 
Cousins reins in his potentially 
unruly subject by the rule of “schema 
plus variation” or, put plainly, which 
films managed to learn from the 
work of their predecessors while 
bringing something fresh to the 
medium. If you find more thrills in 
creativity, audacity, spontaneity, indi- 
viduality, innovation and forward 


thinking than in grosses, gossip and» » The, clashingwof the personal,and the 


action figures, you will very likely 
appreciate what Cousins has 
achieved with his ambitious, passion- 
ate and accessible text. : 
The Dartling/The Double 
Double lives converge in the lat- 
est novels from both Russell Banks 


and José Saramago, figuratively in ° 


the case of the former, literally in the 
latter. After living quietly as a farmer, 
Hannah Musgrave revisits her former 
existence as a ‘60s revolutionary- 
turned-bureaucrat’s wife in Liberia. 


Call toll free 1-888-257-2005 


political gives The Darling its visceral 
power, questioning the choices we 
make to engage in the world beyond 
us when the one within is already so 
fragile and difficult to sustain. The 
personal world of The Double, how- 
ever, is so insular as to become a 
metaphysical incubator, with a pro- 
tagonist who realizes that nothing in 
his world can stay the same once he 
discovers that someone else carries 
his exact likeness and thus his identi- 
ty. Like Saramago’s Blindness, this is 


» chilling business whose.themes, per- 


fectly suit his flooding sentences and 
Biblical style. 

Dark Age Ahead 

Death and Life of Great American 
Cities author Jane Jacobs was my 
favourite wicked messenger of 2004. 
You might need to expand your 
notion of a dark age and your faith 
in information flow to absorb all of 
the evidence Jacobs offers toward our 
society's looming cultural whirlpool, 
but you won't find a smarter ot more 
accessible introduction to the subject 


Since Alberta became a’province on September 1, 1905, we've all played a part in building a 
place we're proud tovcall home. As we mark our 
own special plans to pay tribute to their province 


www.albertacentennial.ca 


Celebrate our past. Imagine our future. 


Alberta 


Centennial in 2005, Albertans are making their 
and welcome its second century in style. 


Join the celebrations! Find out what's happening across the province or add your local activity 
to the Centennial Calendar by visiting our website. 
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Marilynne Robinson's 
plainspoken 
masterpiece is 
2004's best book 


BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 


s Vue Weekly’s managing editor 
is my ability to request free 
review copies of any new book that 
happens to pique my interest. As a 
result, I got to spend much of 2004 
reading brand-new hardcover books 
and feeling like a millionaire. I don’t 
know if I'll be able to maintain the 
same pace this year, though; consid- 
ering I got an iPod and a ridiculously 
huge stack of DVDs for Christmas, 
I'll be lucky if I can squeeze any 
reading at all into my schedule. 
Yep, 2005 promises to’be a pretty 


0: of the biggest perks of my job 
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Gilead is an 0 
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postliterate year for me. Still, all that 
reading sure was fun while it lasted; 
here, in no particular order, are the 
six titles I enjoyed plowing through 
the most. 


Gilead 

So I’m preparing for an after- 
noon of heavy-duty Christmas 
shopping by treating myself to a 
—— 
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fancy breakfast in a fancy Whyte 
Avenue restaurant. As I eat my 
omelet and slurp down cup after 
cup of coffee, I crack open Gilead, 
Housekeeping author Marilynne 
Robinson's first novel in 20 years. 
By the time the waitress takes away 
my parsley-strewn plate, I've read 
the first 80 pages of writing so wise 
and poignant and beautiful it actu- 
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ally had me in tears. Gilead, the 
story of an aging Midwestern 
preacher reflecting on his life, his 
relationship with God and whether 
he has it in his heart to forgive his 
godson for a life of sin is an authen- 
tic masterpiece. The first thing I did 
after leaving the restaurant was 
rush out and buy it for the first per- 
son on my list. 

The Plot Against America 

With the U.S. poised on the 
knife edge of history in the months 
leading up to the 2004 presidential 
election, Philip Roth’s exercise in 
historical fiction seemed eerily rele- 
vant. In Roth’s book, Franklin Roo- 
sevelt loses the 1940 election to 
Charles Lindbergh, the American 
folk hero, isolationist and Nazi sym- 
pathizer, who promptly decides to 
keep the U.S. out of Hitler’s way in 
Europe while relocating the Jewish 
population at home. Ingenious, 
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discount offers. 


troubling and oddly convincing. 

Wake Up, Sir! 

Think of Jonathan Ames’s 
uproarious comic novel as a cross 
between P.G. Wodehouse and Fight 
Club—what if Jeeves was merely a 
figment of Bertie Wooster’s imagi- 
nation? And what if Bertie wasn’t 
an aristocratic British twit but a 
deeply neurotic alcoholic Jewish 
novelist struggling to stay sober 
long enough to write his next 
book? And what if he goes to a writ- 
ers’ colony where seductive women 


and bottle after bottle of excellent 


liquor offer themselves up to him 
everywhere he looks? 

In the Shadow of No Towers 

Comix king Art Spiegelman’s 
graphically innovative meditation 
on September 11 is only a few dozen 
pages long, but its imagery and 
themes are so dense that you could 
spend months with this book in 
your lap, gazing at its oversize pages. 
And your lap's probably a good place 
for it—in its oversize format, it prob- 
ably won't fit on your bookshelf 
anyway. 

Sontag and Kael/The Dream 
Life: Movies, Media and the 
Mythology of the Sixties 

The year's two most outstand- 
ing and innovative works of criti- 
cism. In The Dream Life, J. 
Hoberman decided to analyze the 
great films of the ‘60s as if they 
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were political campaigns and ana- 
lyze the decade’s political cam- 
paigns as if they were movies; every 
page seemed to contain a dozen 
new insights, revelations and unex- 
pected connections. Craig Selig- 
man’s Sontag and Kael, meanwhile, 
took a personal approach to his 
subject instead of Hoberman’s 
political one. His twin portrait of 
Susan Sontag, the haughty maha- 
rani of New York's left-wing intel- 
lectual scene, and Pauline Kael, the 
New Yorker’s combative, street- 
fighting film critic, is full of com- 
pletely unprofessional lapses into 
backtracked arguments and confes- 
sions of hurt feelings, love, confu- 
sion, disappointment—and it’s all 
the stronger for it. O 
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‘Gorging on my min 


2004’s most 
appetizing 
restaurants had a 
devastating effect 
on my waistline 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


BEST DESSERT 

Deep within the shiny plastic 
facade of West Edmonton Mall beats 
a dark, hedonistic heart, its pulse 
echoing in the nightmares of 
reformed chocoholics and its siren 
call concealing the chilling whine of 
a dentist's drill. Death by Choco- 
late’s eponymous creation is moist 
chocolate cake with fresh wildberries 
surrounded by chocolate sauce, 
mousse and ice cream resplendent 
beneath a white chocolate tower. The 
menu’s rich description threatens to 
overwhelm, but this seductive sym- 
phony of sinful sweetness is perfectly 
balanced and shamelessly addictive. 

Sure, every publication raves 
about this place, and I wanted to be 
different by recognizing La Spiga’s 
chocolate terrine or Barb 'n’ Ernie's 
homemade apple strudel, but the 
Death by Chocolate is like getting 
mugged by an angel: you end up 
dazed and a little poorer, with a 
sense of having touched the divine. 
Plus, you'll never be able to look at a 
chocolate bar again. 

Honourable Mention: Any- 
thing at Marble Slab Creamery. 


BEST VENUE, GROUP DINING OUT 
Any restaurant in the city will 
‘happily serve large groups of peo- 
ple; I could name 10 places off the 
top of my head for great service and 
terrific food. However, when it 
comes to a charismatic atmosphere 


and boisterous good times, I go 
Greek. Call Cosmos Greek Taver- 
ma to find out when the (female 
and male) bellydancers perform, 
then book a table. What follows is 
an ouzo-fogged night of Mediter- 
ranean hospitality, sensational cui- 
sine, Middle Eastern dance and 
broken crockery fit for Dionysus 
himself. Divide the number of peo- 
ple in your group by six and order 
that many Super Combination Plat- 
ters. They say it serves four. They 
lie. From warm, flaky spanikopita to 
sizzling lamb souvlaki, the sheer 
volume of delicious Greek food will 
overwhelm your entire group: try to 
be the one to take home the crate 
of leftovers. Remember to tip the 


mon-thu 
friday 


11-10 
11-12 
saturday 5-10 


catering 


reserve the dining 
room for your 
special event 


~ f 
¢ 5 425-6151 


THURSDAY JAN. 6 


Heat up ‘your cool night with 
the spicy Latin flavour of 


bbc I ‘ 


BOS) aoe) G1) So) 1S See Sele 


Sha5 bia ieee | 


TUESDAY JAN. 25 


i a, 


Bod Pad eins Sind Gas oes cand Bly Sno Sad ane DRI ROE RUBS) 


i {2 Ka 


Jo _ 
BOSE ES See SoS Soi Soe 


Book your party or 
fundraiser today! 
Call 414 6766 for info. 


dancers and wait for staff to break Gy 
the first plate. Opa! 10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 


WWW.OBYRNES.COM 


BEST VENUE, GROUP PARTY- 
ING IN 

Chicago Deep Dish Pizza, 
where two extra larges stuff 10 peo- 
ple, and even the Bottomless Pit will 
be full. Jeez, that guy can put it away. 
BEST VALUE 

Apparently, I’m the last person 
in Edmonton to have discovered 
Stawnichy’s diner. Now, anytime I 
find myself long on appetite and 
short on cash, Uncle Ed’s is the best 
place in the city to stuff myself full 
without emptying my wallet. Fresh 
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MATAHARI 

10108B-124 St * 452-8262 

Exotic, sensual and ultra-modern, Matahari 
is all about the atmosphere. As we 
approached the restaurant from the free 
parking in back, the first thing we saw was 
the prow of a dhow: a beautiful, huge 
wooden boat ran the length of one wall, 
filled with booths; it was the McDonaldland 
train | begged to eat in as a child, grown 
up and rendered oh-so-elegant. After that, 
the second thing we saw was the koi pond, 
We managed to drag our jaws off the floor 
long enough to smile at the sweet, efficient 
server who showed us to a sage-coloured 
booth with a dark wooden table and 
smooth leather seats next to the koi. She 
left to prepare our Vietnamese coffees 
($2.25), Vietnamese spring rolls ($3.50) 
and Thai curry puffs ($3.95). | would have 
expected this spectacular environment to 
have inflated the prices, but we were 
delighted to find nearly every dish—noo- 
dle, curry or grill—was under 10 bucks. 
After much debate over the wide range of 
dishes offered, my wife chose the Viet- 
namese vermicelli topped with a spring roll, 
lemongrass grilled pork and beef ($7.50), 
while | ordered the orange pork ($8.50). 
Appetizers arrived immediately afterwards, 
and we dug in with gusto, crunching hap- 


‘pily on densely packed spring rolls bursting 


with flavour and curry puffs that boasted a 
spicy zing. My luscious pork and crisp veg- 


_ etables swam in a tangy orange sauce next 


to a squared-off pyramid of fragrant jas- 
mine rice. Generous servings of tender 
meats added a delicious mix of flavours to 
my wife’s noodle bowl. We finished our 
meals with enough momentum to consider 
our dessert menus. The Roti Canai ($4.95), 
however, caught my wife’s eye: filled with 
strawberry sauce and topped with coconut 
ice cream, this Malaysian/Indian crepe 


sounded daunting, so we ordered one to 
split. Made from scratch, it took about 15 
minutes to get to the table, and reminded 
me of fresh-baked waffles. Tasty, but the 
coconut ice cream stole the spotlight. 
Matahari offers a superb pan-Asian dining 
experience: breathless décor, sensational 
food and terrific prices. Average Price: $$ 
(Reviewed 11/04/04) 


UNCLE ED'S 

11401-50 St » 471-1010 

| may be the last person in Edmonton to 
discover this, but the Mundare sausage 
people have a restaurant. Well, a diner. 
Okay, a few tables next to a takeout deli 
counter. Whatever. It’s called Uncle Ed’s 
and it’s fantastic. The entire place boasts a 
rough charm, a viny!-tablecloth-and- 
wood-paneling nod towards elegant décor 
that’s at once tacky and endearing. We 
both ordered a #1, a combination of 
sausage, four perogies, four cabbage rolls, 
two baked cheese buns and two cheese 
crepes, all for the astonishing price of 
$7.95. When it arrived, | couldn’t see the 
plate. Seriously. Every item was fresh, pip- 
ing hot, and absolutely delicious. The taste 
of my sauerkraut perogies covered with 
bacon bits and served with a side of sour 
cream edged out my wife’s, which were 
filled with cheddar cheese. The crepes 
were crisp and tasty, swimming in a fabu- 
lous sauce; the cheese buns peeled apart 
to release a deliciously fragrant steam. The 
cabbage rolls, packed tight with rice, held 
their own on this platter of wonder. And 
may | say, Mundare sausage lives up to 
and far surpasses its reputation. That slice 
of smoked meat on my plate was delicate- 
ly courted all the ‘way through my meal, 
slivers accompanying nearly every bite of 
everything else, until | finished the meal 
with three unadulterated bites of 
Stawnichy’s finest. Thank you for not serv- 
ing us ketchup. Sadly, my wife and | were 
both far too full to consider the home- 
made pie. We sat for a bit, waiting for the 
server to reappear, then realized that we 
would have to bring the bill up ourselves. 
Considering the fact we were both stuffed 
with sensational Ukrainian delights for less 
than $25 including tax and tip, it was a 


- small inconvenience. Cheer for the food 


and dance for the price as you weep for 
your diet at Uncle Ed’s. Average Price: 
$$ (Reviewed 11/11/04) 


Vi'S FOR PIES 

13408 Stony Plain Road + 454-4300 
Every day, Vi’s sends out its siren call-to the 
thousands of commuters who drive along 
busy Stony Plain Road: most simply travel 
from the west end to downtown and back. 
The lucky ones stop. Our lucky trio 
stopped to dine early on a Wednesday 
evening and found the café still hopping 
with business-casually dressed after-work- 
ers, yet just starting to fill with neighbour- 
hood patrons. Our entrées arrived quickly 
amidst envious glances from other tables. 
My wife’s chicken cheddar salsa ($7.95) 
was delectable, its ingredients wrapped in 
crisp phyllo pastry and served with a mini- 
malist salad. Some unidentifiable spices 
kicked it up half a notch, but | didn’t risk 
asking for a third bite. My Thai peanut 
chicken on rice ($9.85) was as tasty as it 
sounds, disorienting me with the taste of 
peanut butter for supper as | gorged hap- 
pily on tender chicken and fluffy white rice. 
The crisp peanuts contrasted to the softer 
textures in the dish, and | adored the dill 
dressing on my own side of tomato, 
cucumber and lettuce. Before our plates 
were cleared, both my wife and I had time 
to amble separately up to the refrigerated 
display case to select our culinary coup de 
grace. My Wife made the unregrettable 
error of ordering a slice of cheesecake larg- 
er than her-hand, and | decided | had 
come to Vi's for pie. | deliberated for five 
minutes over four luscious options before 
closing my eyes and pointing: a sensational 
strawberry rhubarb crumble ($4.25), heat- 
ed and served with real whipped cream, 
was my reward. F mowed through my 
dessert and another cup of coffee; we got 
the final third of her insurmountable 
cheesecake to go. (Not to worry: my wife 
polished it off before bed, very happy she 
had the foresight to bring a little dessert 
home with her.) Our meal easily came in 
under $40, with some change in our pock- 
ets and a soft spot in our hearts for Vi. 
Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 10/28/04) 
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borscht, cabbage rolls and 
e Mundare sausage: the 
astern European delights are 

in an environment so retro 
hat i me cool again. Well, not 
really, but that’s okay, because you 
can almost picture the baba in the 
t , hand-rolling nalysnyky as 
soon as you’ve placed your order. 
Browse the deli (where I found golf 
balls decorated like pysanka!) while 
you wait. My wife and I gorged our- 
selves on heaping platters of starchy 
Ukrainian goodness for ahout $20 
including tax and tip. We were so 
full that, unlike other cuisines, there 
wasn’t even the slightest temptation 
for midnight smacking afterwards. 


BEST VALUE ON A DATE 

Matahari for classy, inexpensive 
pan-Asian fare as you sit in a dimly lit 
dhow overlooking a koi pond. 


BEST RESTAURANT 

I won't stop praising this tiny 
bistro until word of mouth has 
Culina standing-room only for the 
next six months. It is simply the most 
romantic spot for Edmonton’s finest 
Canadian cuisine. (This just means 
that they swipe the best elements 
from cultures around the world, com- 
bine them in novel ways and find 
most of the ingredients locally.) Ele- 
gantly decorated in dark, rich hues, 
there is only enough space for 12 or 
14 intimate, candlelit tables. If the 
constantly evolving wine list and 


hunery? 


t restaurants can 
ound at originalfare.com 


spellbinding menu prove too daunt- 
ing, your server will gladly assist you 
with further mouth-watering descrip- 
tions of entrées that cost about half 
the price of “haute cuisine.” If at all 
Possible, save room for the cambazola 
toasts dulce de leche. You can thank me 
when you recover. 

Honourable Mention: Gab- 
bana’s sensational $10 Asian fusion 
entrées on Mondays and Tuesdays. 
Four stars on a budget. ® 
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EDMONTON“YOGA sTuDIO 
f al 


Hatha lyengan Ashtanga 


tel 451.8131 
12039 — 127 street 
WWw.edmontonyogastudio.com 


The Blue Pear 
23 Street, (780) 482 7178 


: e 
10155 - 101 Street. (780) 424 0400 


The Free Press Bistro 
480, 10014 - 104 Street, (780) 497 7784 


Blue Plate Diner 
10145 - 104 Street, (780) 429 0740 


Parkallen Restaurant 
7018 - 109 Street, (780) 436 8080 


Jack's Grill 
5842 - 11 | Street, (780) 434 1113 


IL Portico Restaurant 
10012 - 107 Street, (780) 424 0707 


P The Creperie 
10220 - 103 Street, (780) 420 6656 


“ Col. Mustard's 
12321 - 107 Avenue, (780) 448 1590 


Suede Lounge 
11806 Jasper Avenue. (780) 482 0707 


Wild Tangerine 
10383 - 112 Street, (780) 429 3131 


pizza73.com 473- 


7373 
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The students at 
Taylor Seminary put 
their faith in 
education 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


itual: rise early, dress well, drive 

in the snow and cold to listen to 
the Word of God. Generally a relic of 
childhood indoctrination, many 
more don’t follow the Ritual. Some 
even have a Ritual of Avoidance 
(including lying to Mom), while oth- 
ers exchange the ritual of church 
with the ritual of football. 

But what if your Sunday ritual 
was to rise early, dress well, go next 
door and preach 
the Word of God? 
What kind of per- 
son chooses that 
vocation? What does it take to 
become one of them? What exactly 
do they do, besides preach on Sun- 
days? And what and where do you 
have to study to become one? 

Edmonton's Taylor University Col- 
lege and Seminary is one location. 
Opened in 1940, Taylor was named 
after a missionary to China who fig- 
ures prominently in evangelical histo- 
ry. It offers both university classes and 
Divinity training. Concentrations 
such as intercultural training, pastoral 
counselling and youth ministry are 
available to the 110 students in the 
program, most registered part-time as 
they work or serve elsewhere. Courses 
include leadership, church adminis- 
tration, Bible studies, history and, of 
course, preaching. This year, Taylor 
will turn out between 15 and 20 grad- 
uates from their theological studies 
program. Ranging from Diplomas in 
Christian Studies to Masters of Divini- 
ty, Taylor's predominantly Baptist and 
Alliance alumni will most likely seek 
work as pastors or as missionaries in 
developing countries. 

“As I was impacted by Jesus’s love 
for humanity, I desired to follow His 
teachings to guide my life,” says Dan 
Schroth, a full-time student in his 
last year at Taylor. He also serves 


Fi some of us there is the Sunday 
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) degrees 


part-time at McKernan Baptist 
Church. “Though not very effective, 
the many avenues society sells as 
providing happiness—consumerism, 
career, et cetera—are difficult to walk 
away from. I was essentially living 
life for myself. In Jesus, I found a rad- 
ical message that involved giving of 
myself through serving others. I 
started at the local church, and peo- 
ple there encouraged me towards 
full-time ministry. In time, I left a 
secure career in Winnipeg's civic gov- 
ernment to serve as a youth pastor.” 

Within a few years, Schroth felt 
the need to devote intense study to 
the Word of God and enrolled at Tay- 
lor. “We gain direction and under- 
standing of the Bible in a variety of 
preaching courses,” says Schroth. “We 
interpret the culture it was written in 
and our present culture. Being a good 
student of each is 
imperative for good 
preaching skills.” 

“Because I believe 
that preaching will be the central 
focus of my vocational life, those 
classes especially interested me.” says 
Brent Dunbar, who grew up in 
Edmonton, studied jazz in Toronto 
and returned as a drummer to the 
local professional music scene. “I 
came to a point in my late 20s where 
I had no choice but to embrace the 
call to be a Christian pastor. My 
choice was the by-product of God's 
choosing me for it. The greatest ful- 
filment and satisfaction I could 
imagine is in carrying out the call. 
He has put on my life to be a leader 
in His church.” 

Also in his final year of theologi- 
cal study, Dunbar practised in front 
of professors and fellow students for 
their input on his skills, theology 
and demeanour. His time at Taylor 
will suit him and his family well in 
his vocation. “My wife and I con- 
ceive of ourselves as a ‘ministry cou- 
ple,’ her sharing her precious gift of 
singing as I preach,” he says. 


AS A GRADUATE SCHOOL, Taylor 
Seminary accepts students who have 
finished a previous degree or have 
sufficient life experience to waive this 
prerequisite. Most students are 
between 30 and 50 years old; most 
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have spent unfulfilling time in anoth- 
er career. Taylor attracts both students 
and staff strong in their faith. Dr. Jim 
Leverette, the seminary’s academic 
vice-president, served for 20 years as a 
local pastor in Calgary, Winnipeg and 
Edmonton before embracing his role 
at Taylor. “We're dedicated to prepar- 
ing leaders who will make a difference 
in the world,” says Leverette. He 
teaches a number of leadership and 
church administration courses after 
having served on the board of 
trustees. Though Canadians make up 
the majority, students come from as 
far as Zimbabwe to study. Upon grad- 
uation, Taylor works with students to 
find placements for them. Up to four 
times a year, a director from the 
North American Baptist Conference 
visits for formal interviews and infor- 
mal meetings. Through this process, 
as well as through contact with 
churches and other denominational 
groups, the seminary tries to forge the 
right connection between opportuni- 
ty and alumnus. 

Brian Munro ministers to a small 
community outside Regina. After sell- 
ing electronics for 20 years, he enrolled 
in the Master of Divinity program at 
Taylor with no undergraduate degree. 
“Over a period of years, God worked 
through circumstances, people and my 
relationship with Him to direct me 
towards serving in ministry,” Munro 
says. “As I opened up to Him, I found 
more opportunities to serve. I discov- 
ered more joy, satisfaction and a sense 
of meaning from those ministry expe- 
riences as a layperson than in any 
other facet of my life.” 

Although his parents are also 
preachers, Munro resisted following in 
their footsteps and fought his calling 


for a long time. However, his skill with 
language suggested his way to serve 
God. Some of the most powerful 
imagery in popular culture features 
the holy man thundering forth from 
the pulpit, denouncing a litany of sins 
and encouraging the congregation to 
godly ways. This imagery belies the 
amount of preparation that goes into 
a sermon, and even then the outcome 
is far from certain. “Preaching is a spir- 
itual gift,” says Munro. “God decides 
who has this gift. What I can do is 
study God’s word and make myself 
available to let His truth speak 
through me. | don’t believe I create 
powerful imagery: God does that 
every day. My calling is to point to it 
and say, ‘Here is the hand of God. 
Come let us follow Him as He leads 
us.’” On a good Sunday, prayer, study 
and an awareness of God both within 
himself and in the larger world can 
coalesce into a magnificent sermon 
that he has little if any control over. 


SOMEWHAT DISAPPOINTINGLY, 
these sermons are generally delivered 
in little more than a suit and tie. 
Munro explains that Baptists, like 
many evangelical Protestants, have 
jettisoned most of the church’s dress, 
including vestments. “I feel that more 
was lost than gained in this choice,” 
Munro explains, “but churchgoers 
wouldn’t have any connection with 
the significance of seasonal colours in 
the church year. I wish my tradition 
would do more with this. Vestments 
and even simple clerical collars can be 
seen as being ‘in the livery of the 
King’ and a sign of my vocation.” He 
wears his father’s black robes for 
multi-denominational events where 
the clergy must be easily identified 


and is considering donning a clerical 
collar for hospital visits. For special 
occasions, he chooses an embroidered 
white stole. Otherwise, besides a 
carved wooden cross on a woven cord, 
a pastor’s garb is as formal as an 
accountant’s. 

Choosing a lifetime of service is a 
religious calling, which can include a 
degree and some optional vestments. 
However, it really does involve walk- 


ing away from the secular concerns 
of society. Embracing ministry in 
many denominations means surren- 
dering much of your earning poten- 
tial and possibly your financial 
Stability, but the reward seems to be 
paid in a more spiritual coin. “Obvi- 
ously, you don’t enter ministry if 
making money is what you want,” 
confides Dunbar. “And I am com- 
pletely at peace with that. My joy 


comes in benefiting others by point- 
ing them to the Glorious One.” 

Schroth agrees. “I’ll never make 
the money I did in my previous 
career,” he says. “I'll likely never own 
the toys that I once thought were so 
important. But we all have the 
opportunity to live life with meaning 
and | have found there is no greater 
significance than serving others with 
the message of Jesus.” © 


compositing | motion graphics | 3D animation | scriptwriting | interaction design 


Emily Nielson 
ON-LINE COURSE DEVELOPER 
Bow Valley College 
(Calgary) 


Allen Goode 
GAME DESIGNER 
Relic Entertainment 

(Vancouver) 


Teresa Fox 
GRAPHICS SPECIALIST. 
Education, Black River 
First Nation (Manitoba) 
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OUR GRADUATES ARE HAVING 
THE TIME OF THEIR LIVES! 


University of 


Lethbridge 


Faculty of Fine Arts 


A BFA New Media Degree 
from the University of 
Lethbridge offers 
an intellectually 
and technically 
comprehensive 
curriculum, merging 
traditional art practices 
with advanced digital 
technologies. 


Theory, practice, 
innovation and 
technical excellence. 


BRING YOUR NEW 
IDEAS AND MAKE 
SOMETHING NO ONE 
HAS EVER SEEN 
BEFORE! 


CALL: 403-380-1864 
EMAIL: jill.flaman@uleth.ca 


www.uleth.ca/ffa/sectionnewmedia.htm 


BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS NEW MEDIA 


Shaun Martens 
DESIGNER 
Mainframe Entertainment Inc 
(Vancouver) 


Jenn Sheasby 
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 
Nelvana 


(Toronto) 


Brad Kinley 
3-D ANIMATOR 
White Iron Digital Inc 


(Calgary) 
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compositing | motion graphics | 3D animation | scriptwriting | interaction design 
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Undergraduate Degree Routes News in Education 
Current areas of demand in teaching are: 


o Elementary Education (four years) 
o Secondary Education (four years) o Second Languages (Cree, French, German, 
o Combined Degrees (five years) in Native Studies, Japanese, Mandarin, Spanish and Ukrainian) 
Physical Education and Recreation (elementary o Math and Sciences 
and secondary route), Science, Music and o Career and Technology Studies (CTS) 
Science in Human Ecology (secondary routes o Fine Arts (Drama, Art, Music) 
only) 
o After Degree (two years) 


important Admissions Information 

o The Faculty of Education does not admit directly 
from high school. All students must complete 
24 units of course weight that can be transferred 


into the program. 
o Application deadline is March 1, 2005. 
o Transcript and documentation deadline is June 15, 
2005. 
Contact: Faculty of Education 
Undergraduate Student Services 
1-107 Education North Building 
Phone: 1-780-492-3659 
www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/uss/ 
www.education.ualberta.ca 


Education. Rethought. 


Massage School Committed to Innovative Programming 


From its origin providing continuing education programs to massage practitioners the Somatics Institute has grown intoa full-time massage 
school with cutting edge programming. The Instirute’s success has been fueled by enthusiastic response from prospective students. 


The Institute’s two year Massage Therapy program has gone beyond the basics to recognize the holistic aspects of massage practice. At the Somatics 
Institute, holism means recognizing that every aspect of a person — body and mind ~ is connected. "Massage is well suited to holistic practice because of 
its well known ability to affect both body and mind", says Program Director, Matthew van der Giessen. 


The school’s mission is to ‘provide an educational environment that fosters healing, growth and authentic expression through the body’. To van der Giessen, 
this means thar the Instirute’s commitment to holism isn’t limited to the curriculum. "We have always designed our classes to meet student's needs", he says. 
With a sensitivity to the learning styles of fledgling massage practitioners, the Institute’s Massage Therapy program focuses on experiential and 
sensory-based learning. Theory and practical classes are blended to create a practical focus. Classes are ced by projects and therapeutic practicums. 


Time given for absorption, reflection and integration. 


Students are taught through modules thar blend related theory and hands-on practice. Classes on anatomy, physiology, pathology and treatment in 
each module are approached from a regional and systemic perspective. Each module uses the Institute’s 3 Paradigm model incorporating the 


methodology of massage, holistic bodywork and somatic education perspectives. 


SOMATICS INSTITUTE LTD. 


SCHOOL OF MASSAGE 


Offering a Holistic and Integrative approach. 


call 438-3757 


www.somaticsinstitute.com 
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POUGATIONN, 
Off the heaten curriculum 


Students examine 
everything from 
crime scenes to 
sout travel at 
Metro College 


By WAYNE ARTHURSON 


ere’s a body on the floor of WP 

Wagner High School. Various bits 

of detritus—broken bottles, over- 
turned chairs, splatters of blood— 
show that a serious crime has been 
committed. 

Or has it? Is it murder? An acci- 
dent? Or a strange case of suicide? 

It's up to you to find out—that 
is, if you enrolled in one of more 
unique continuing education cours- 
es offered by 
Metro Community 
College. It’s a final 
exam of sorts after 
learning the basic of crime forensics 
in Scene of the Crime. 

“Scene of the Crime has been 
running for years and is always sold 
out. It’s just something that people 
are interested it,” says Carol Sud- 
dards, Director of Metro Community 
College. “We’ve been doing long 
before your TV Guide was filled with 
CSI-this and CSI-that.” 

Scene of the Crime 1 and 2 are 
just two of the forensic-style courses 
offered by Metro. There is Dealing 
with the Aftermath of Catastrophe, a 
course the shows how forensics engi- 
neers deal with large-scale events; 
Fire Scene forensics; and Sudden 
Death, a course that familiarizes peo- 
ple with procedures and techniques 
in the Medical Examiners offices and 
also includes a tour of the facilities. 

“The whole crime scene investi- 
gation thing has been a very popular 
topic for a very long time and our 


OFFBEAT 


challenge is to provide enough room 
for the people that want to take 
these course,” says Suddards. 

But these forensics course are 
just a few of the more interesting, 
maybe even oddball courses offered 
in continuing education. In the 
early days of Continuing Ed, there 
were plenty of courses for business, 
arts and crafts, languages and for 
those looking to upgrade various 
skills and work techniques. Nowa- 
days, though, many people aren’t 
just looking for an education expe- 
rience that looks good on their 
résumé or will help them run vari- 
ous programs on their computer; 
they are looking to expand their 
more unique areas of interests. And 
for a little bit of fun. 

The Metro Community College 
calendar runs a gamut of courses 


ate a Fringe Play 
and Not Lose Your 
Shirt to Druidism, 
from Angelic Guidance to Medieval 
and Renaissance Swordsmanship. 
New ideas from courses come 
from everywhere, says Suddards. 
“We could have an existing instruc- 
tor who comes in and says, ‘Hey, I 
have a new course idea,’” she says. 
“Or we might have someone who 
fancies himself an adult educator 
and would like to teach something, 
so we send them on their way so 
they can think about what they 
know and figure something out. 

“It may be our staff becomes aware 
of something that’s a hot new trend. 
That often happens in crafts, we find 
out from the people who are 
immersed in crafts what’s new and 
hot and exciting. And we find some- 
one who can teach. So the actual 
ideas themselves come from no spe- 
cific place.” 

So if you’re thinking of trying 
something new and different, here 


from How to Cre- 


are a few samples of the strange yet 
interesting courses offered by Metro 
Community College. 

Medieval and Renaissance 
Swordsmanship for Beginners intro- 
duces students to historically valid 
and martially sound techniques and 
skills from medieval and renais- 
sance times. (Bring your own stick!) 
Related ‘courses included Fencing 
for Adults. 


Angelic Guidance looks at strate- 
gies for recognizing angelic pres- 
ences and listening to and following 
angelic guidance. You should have 
recognized some level of angelic 
presence in your life prior to taking 
this course. Related courses include 
Angels, Angels Angels. 

Developing your Intuitive/Psy- 
chic Abilities helps you access your 
Own energy and that of others and 


to learn how to feel and move that 
energy to balance health. Related 
courses include An Introduction to 
Past Life Regression and Past Lives, 
Dreams and Soul Travel. 

Clean, Freeze and Smoke Fish is a 
highly practical course that pretty 
much explains itself in its name 
Related courses include Fishing 
Alberta Lakes and Innovative Ice- 
Fishing Techniques. ® 


Programs in 


SCIENCE & 


BUSINESS 
designed to suit YOU. 


¢ Two-Year Diploma Program 


¢ Bachelor of Science Programs 


e Ph.D. and Masters 


'° Career Readiness 


)For more information on your options, 
‘admission requirements, scholarships, and 


Ready to start training for your new areers, contact us at (306) 966-4056. 


career in MASSAGE THERAPY? 


Here’s how to do it without breaking the bank: 


Choose the distance-learning option at 
MH Vicars School of Massage Therapy in §.E. Edmonton. 


Students come to weekly or monthly tutorials for hands-on 
training. Between classes, you do the academic work on your 
uide you. Two-year 

classes, and great 


own, using our excellent materials to -_ 
program with reasonable tuition, sma 


University Of 


JANUARY and FEBRUARY start dates 


MH VICARS SCHOOL 
of MASSAGE THERAPY 


Call 491-0574 for a free information package 


y whole story at 


Get the 
viearsschool.com 


www. 
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The Program Offers: 


= 6 Month Full-Time Program 

» Mac and PC Workstations 

= 24/7 Lab Access 

= World Class Expert Instructors 

= Small Class Sizes 

= In The Heart Of Downtown Edmonton 


Funding available through Federal and Provincial 
loans, bursaries, grants and EI to qualified applicants. 
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| For Spring 


Work towards a career in web 
design, graphic design, print & 
multimedia using top industry 
software such as Adobe Illustrator, 
Photoshop, InDesign, Acrobat, 
Macromedia Flash, Dreamweaver 
and more! 


Guru Digital Arts College 


www.guru digital arts.com 
GALL TO REGISTER: 780.429.4878 


Training in Business Management, 
Marketing, Sales, Public Relations 
& Computer Applications 


months in 
CLASS (morning classes) 
months work 
exper 1ence 


cat424-2103 


FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 


Martech 401, Baker Centre, 10025 - 10651. Edmonton 
ce www.martechcollege.com 
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Priority opinion 


We need to 
re-evaluate our 
approach to 
education to get 
kids reading 


By DENIS DUBE 


priorities. Everyone seems to be 

making lists and then prioritizing 
those lists even further. You all 
remember Maslow and his hierarchy 
of needs? Perhaps he had it right 
when he said that we must secure 
food, shelter and necessities before 
we can achieve self-actualization. 

If you apply this theory to educa- 
tion, then we must first secure books, 
classrooms and teachers before we 
seek self-aggrandizement. So it seems 
to me that educators have it all back- 
wards. Instead of providing for the 
basic needs in our schools, we seem 
to be more concerned with different 
priorities: consultants, psychologists, 
social workers, paraprofessionals, spe- 
cial needs interests, testing and hier- 
archical structures. 

Of course, these needs are impor- 
tant, but I would suggest that we 
rethink our priorities. Our priorities 
should lie in what our schools’ main 
goal should be—to teach students, and 
especially to teach them how to read. 

Access to and knowledge of com- 
puter technology will not suffice. 
Children still need to read what they 
access and understand what they 
hear. Isn’t it amazing that children 
can learn how to access and use cha- 
trooms and learn a new language, a 
way of communicating, in code, and 
yet we cannot seem to teach them 
our own language? 


0: world is obsessed with making 


SO WHAT IS THE FIRST STEP in 
addressing this priority? We need to 
start somewhere—why not at the 
beginning? Why not with a basic 
necessity? How about buying books 
for school libraries, as Perry Adams 


suggests in his article “Justify Library 
Spending” in The Teacher Librarian: 
The Journal for School Library Profession- 
als K-12? “In my entire career I have 
never had anyone tell me we were 
spending too much money on library 
books, “ Adams writes. “Not a teacher, 
not a board member, not an adminis- 
trator and not a patron. If they do 
complain, they do so in such a quiet 
fashion that only their spouse's ears 
feel the vibrations. No one would dare 
come out publicly and denounce buy- 
ing library books—and if they do, 
simply suggest they check out a book 
and read up on the subject.” 

And we must ensure that we 
make books accessible and enjoyable 
for all, not just a few. Wouldn't it be 
great to have book launches and book 
rallies instead of pep rallies? Wouldn’t 
that be novel? Instead of holding a 
special reading week just once during 
the year, why not make it a daily 
occurrence? In athletics, drama, art 
and other school activities, we reward 
those who participate and do well. It 
keeps them pumped and motivated. 
So why not do the same for those 
who read, especially those who read a 
book for the first time. 

And wouldn’t it be great if teach- 
ers read what their students were read- 
ing so they'd be able to discuss their 
favourite authors? Sure, they might 
have to crack open a comic book once 
in a while, but just think: actual con- 
versations on the joys of reading! And 
with some encouragement, perhaps 
these comic book readers can move to 
the next level. I myself vividly remem- 
ber graduating from reading Classics 
Illustrated to reading actual books 
when after reading a comic-book ver- 
sion of Silas Mamer. As long as educa- 
tors are creative and constructive in 
their encouragement and comments, 
they should have no trouble getting 
students to experience the joy of read- 
ing a book. 

And that’s a pretty good priority. O 
Denis Dubé is a retired English teacher 
and school superintendent who lives in 

Saskatchewan. 
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And all your future lies beneath your hat’ 
John Oldham 
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Tod Mountain is 
buried beneath 
near-record snowfalls 
this year—and more 
is on the way 


BY STEWART DUNCAN 


Resort near Kamloops was getting 

near-record snowfalls and a 
record number of visitors. And now 
the even-better news: a lot more 
snow is on its way. 

The resort is experiencing its 
fourth-largest December snowfall 
since they started keeping records at 
Tod Mountain back in 1972. This 
December's accumulation of more 
than 160 centimetres of snow at 
mid-mountain is an increase of more 
than 42 per cent from last year. It 
reminds some old-time skiers of the 
way things used to be at Tod Moun- 
tain back in the 1970s. 


B: the end of December, Sun Peaks 


. SnOWZone 


wn WUEWEEKLY 


Resort 


Photos courtesy of Sun Peaks 


This intermediate skier, mean- 
while, has only been on it since 1994, 
but in that time, I’ve seen Sun Peaks 
undergo vast growth in terms of skier 
terrain, hotels, restaurants and shops 
and large tracts of real estate whose 
value increases every year. 

Prior to the resort’s development 
by Nippon Cable, Tod was known 
for deep powder, steep, challenging 
terrain and a long, slow, cold ride 
back to the top via the old Burfield 
triple chair. It’s said that chair was 
hand-cranked up the mountain by 
starving ski bums who'd do any- 
thing for a lift ticket the next day. 
But many millions of development 
dollars later, the old chair has been 
replaced with a fast quad comple- 
menting three other quads and a 
lone triple to access not just more 
runs but more of what B.C. is all 
about: mountains. 

Sun Peaks has incorporated two 
other mountains, including Sun- 
dance Ridge and Mount Morrisey. A 
fourth hill is in the planning stages, 
mostly in bTespoRes to the growing 


demand for real estate with ski-in, 
ski-out convenience. As more hous- 
ing afd townhouse developments 
spréad.east, theresort adds more 
runs and chairlifts. The big business 
of ski resorts is, after all, primarily 
about real-estate development. Ski- 
ing and all those other winter activi- 
ties are just teasers to draw buyers of 
second (or third, or fourth...) homes 
and investors. 

Among them 
are the ever-grow- 
ing number of 
Albertans and other 
Canadians who 
make the trip each 
year to B.C.’s sec- 
ond-largest ski area after Whistler- 
Blackcomb. Australians, Americans, 
Germans, Japanese and British make 
up a growing international contingent. 
They're all drawn to the same things: 
117 runs stretched over more than 300 
acres of varied terrain; relatively few 
people on the slopes or in lineups; 
shorter waits, especially compared to 
Whistler; weather that’s drier than the 
Coast Mountains and milder than the 
Rockies; dry, powder snow; and 
smooth summer grooming that allows 
for good skiing on a thinner base. 


ALL OF SUN PEAKS’ RUNS and lifts 
were open by late December and 
there was a lot of happy talk about 
waist-deep powder on a couple of 
the higher runs. Conditions can 
change fast on a ski hill, but they 
were certainly awesome during the 
critical Christmas/New Year’s rush. 
Wish you were there. In fact, maybe 
you were. | saw a lot of Alberta 
plates in the parking lot. 

Besides all those runs and ski 
able terrain and the network of 
groomed cross-country trails, there is 
a growing European-style village full 
of hotels, restaurants, bars and retail 
shops. On top of that are special 
events like a weekend ice wine festi- 
val going on throughout the winter 


(indeed, all year) and enough enter- 
tainment and gecreation for anyone 
in the group. For those who don’t 
wish to ski, activities include horse- 
drawn sleigh rides, snowmobile 
tours, snowshoeing, dogsledding 
and a new outdoor NHL-size rink 
with skate rentals available. You also 
have recreation-centre options, 
including an indoor/outdoor swim- 


SF 


ming pool and hot tubs, bungee 
trampoline, backcountry cat tours 
and a new tube park with lift access. 
Kids can also spend the day in their 
own adventure park tobogganing or 
riding miniature snowmobiles. 
Getting to Sun Peaks is pretty 
straightforward. There’s really only 
one turnoff to get to the resort, so if 
you want to get lost, you’ll have to 
work at it. From Jasper, you follow 
the Yellowhead Highway south for 
four to five hours until you see the 
signs indicating a left turn to Sun 
Peaks. That will be Tod Mountain 
Road, which goes all the way to— 
wait for it—Tod Mountain, a.k.a. 
Sun Peaks Resort. It’s a well-paved 
and maintained two-lane road with 
only a few twisty spots. Most of it is 
easy driving with gentle curves, 
gravel shoulders and no surprises. 


ONCE YOU'RE UP THERE, you'll 
have to make some decisions about 
what kind of terrain you want to ski. 
If you want moguls and steep action, 
board the Sunburst high-speed quad, 
which is front and centre from the 
heart of all the activity. Upon disem- 
barking, you have two options: 
either head back down or make your 
way higher via Crystal Chair. If you 
head back down, you can return to 


the base where you started via your 
choice of black diamond, blue 
square or green circle trails, or a 
combination of all three. 

You could also go left to the Sun- 
dance Quad, which is close to Sun- 
burst chair but accesses the primarily 
intermediate terrain and fast glading 
of Sundance Ridge. If you enjoy 
glading, watch the signs to work 
your way left to 
the lift up Mt. 
Morrisey, which 
has several glade 
runs. Morrisey is 
almost all inter- 
mediate terrain, 
with one easy 
route and four short (and easily- 
avoided) black diamond/double dia- 
mond runs near the bottom of 
Delta’s Return (heading back to the 
Delta Hotel). Morrisey is the only 
north-facing mountain at Sun Peaks, 
so you'll often find different condi- 
tions there than you'll get on Sun- 
dance or Tod’s south-facing slopes. 

But let’s go back to the top of the 
Sunburst high-speed quad, where 
your other option is to go left and 
down to Crystal Chair. This triple 
will run you almost to the top and 
open up a potpourri of powdered 
terrain, including moguls, Burfield’s 
black-diamond challenges, a T-bar to 
the Top of the World, dozens of 
intermediate and black-diamond 
runs and an easy eight-kilometre run 
dubbed 5-Mile. Because novices can 
access 5-Mile from Crystal Chair, 
beginners should head for Crystal 
when they get off Sunburst. Bear in 
mind that if there is wind and nasty 
weather anywhere, you're most like- 
ly to feel it on Crystal Chair. It’s not 
a covered chair and is open to winds 
from the south. As such, it’s not the 
way to go if not dressed for harsher 
winter conditions. On the other 
hand, the views are breathtaking 
and the terrain at the top is among 
the most memorable at Sun Peaks. © 
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fall 
lines 


By HART GOLBECK 


It’s Showtime! 


The Showtime Terrain Park at Lake 
Louise is open. This is one heck of a 
ayout where riders and freeskiers can 
come to play. There are a few planned 
competitions but mostly the park is 
open to all comers throughout the day. 
The first competitive event awaiting 
trants is a Ski and Snowboard Half- 
pipe on January 22-23. This is not a 
Be event but one open to all recre- 
onal members of the Alberta Snow- 
ard Association and Alberta Freestyle 
ski Association. The entry fee is $30, 
but the $800 first-place prize isn’t bad 
and even a fifth-place finish gets you 
your money back plus beer. There are 
three categories (junior men, senior 
men and senior women) for both skiers 
and boarders. Later on in February and 
March, there are some rail jams, big air 
and boardercross comps as well. 


Sunshine goes Hollywood 


Like to mingle with the stars? Head up 


SKI 'n STAY at the 


to Sunshine Village this weekend and 
you may be sharing a chairlift with 
Meg Ryan, Alec Baldwin, jason Priestly, 
Nicolette Sheridan or one of 50 other 
celebrities participating in snowshoe 
and toboggan races on Friday and a 
dual slalom on Saturday as part of a 
fundraising event for the Waterkeeper 
Alliance. If you've got some spare cash 
and want to rub elbows, the evening 
gala tickets are $325. 


Captain January 


The annual jasper in January event is 
only a week away. From January 15-30, 
lift tickets and room rates are slashed 
dramatically and with superb snow 
conditions at Marmot this should be 
an awesome year. I’m heading up on 
the 15th for the media event, but 
don’t let me steal all your powder. 


Avoiding your downfall 


If this is the year you're planning to ven-, 


ture into the backcountry for a little ski- 
ing and boarding, then Castle Mountain 
is the place to go this weekend to brush 
up on your avalanche awareness skills. 
$175 gets you a day in the classroom 
and two days on the slopes, and since 
they're promising an 8:1 ratio student 
teacher ratio, you ought to be able to 
pick up some real hands-on experience. 
if you can’t make it this*weekend they'll 
repeat it on February 11-13. For more 
information, e-mail mtnsafety@castle- 
mountainresort.com or phone Tom and 
Brian at (403) 627-5101. © 
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BY JAMES RADKE 
The covenant of the park 
Before you drop into a snowboard 


park, you need to familiarize yourself 
with some important rules. I’m not 


| talking about the ski resorts rules, or 


written rules of any kind, but the Rules 
of the Snowboard Park. 

Upon first arriving at the park, 
check out its features. Check your 
speed, don’t hit any jumps and see 


| how your board is running. See if any 
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of the jumps have changed overnight 
or if the snow conditions have 
changed. Jumps can also change dra- 
matically within a few short hours, so 
look at the ramps, transitions and land- 
ings to see how difficult each feature is 
and determine how you want to ride it. 

A spotter is important. During each 
run, a spotter should be waiting at the 
crest of the landing to make sure there 
is no debris or people on the landing. 

!f you and another person go at a 
jump at the same time, let the person 
going faster hit it. If you hear someone 
yell “My turn,” “I'm going!” or “Drop- 
ping in!” or anything like that, don’t 
proceed until you know it’s clear and 
someone isn’t coming in from behind 
you. It really sucks when someone isn’t 
paying attention and cuts off your turn. 

If you fall, get up! Snowboarders 
don’t have X-ray vision. They can’t see 
if you cleared the jump or if you’re 
lying in a pile of snow. Once you fall, 
get out of the way as soon as you can 
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Most people don’t wait that long after 
you before flying over the jump them- 
selves. If you drop your toque or gog- 
gles, don’t pick them up until the coast 
is clear. Walk around the landing to the 


And be courteous. 
There’s nothing worse 
than a rude snowboarder 


with a lot of attitude. 


top, then walk down the landing only 
when it’s clear and get out fast. 

Some parks are very strict about 
aerial somersaults or inverted air. Don’t 
put your heels over your head. Check 
each park’s rules. 

And be courteous. There’s nothing 
worse than a rude snowboarder with a 
lot of attitude. © 
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Powder-filled resort lowers. its drawbrid 
to experienced ski enthusiasts 


BY HART GOLBECK 


lay down south from here lies a 
Wis: resort with a big name 
called Castle Mountain. Take a 

five-and-a-half-hour drive from 
Edmonton just west of Pincher 
Creek and you're there. They’ve had 
a tough start this year—a total lack 
of snow at their base has forced 
them to repeatedly postpone their 
opening, but this week the snow has 
finally started to come and one lift 
after another has been cranked up. 

Castle has gotten a bit of a bad 
reputation for windy slopes, but 
although they can get some serious 
high wind condi- 
tions, they don’t 
last and the condi- 
tions that get left 
behind are incredible: the high winds 
that rocket through Crowsnest Pass 
come up through the valley and drop 
huge.amounts of snow on the wind- 
ward side of the Rockies, which is 
exactly where Castle lies. Last Febru- 
ary I was fortunate to hit it just right 
as heavy snow and wind churned 
through the night. The next day's 
“snorkel recommended” lift sign 
couldn’t have been more accurate. 

Be aware, however, that there 


isn’t a lot of beginner terrain at Cas- 
tle Mountain. Except for the learning 
area at the base and one long green 
winding road, the rest is intermedi- 
ate and steep pitches for skiers and 
boarders with some experience under 


their belts. But if you’re an interme-. 


diate skier, this is definitely the place 
to polish your skills: most of the 
chutes have just the right pitch to let 
yourself go for the first time. It’s 
never crowded and deep powder 
runs can be taken repeatedly without 
fear of being skied off. Particularly 
sweet on our day was gliding down a 

steep pitch called 

Siwash, which led 

us directly into the 

Glades of Weasel 
and Backwoods. After moving across 
the Skyline traverse signs like High 
Plains, Drifter, Showdown, Blazing 
Saddle and Desperado momentarily 
made us think we’d wandered into a 
western set. The chutes below us 


were ominous but in superb condi- 


tion and our thighs took a pounding. 


UNTIL RECENTLY the closest accom- 
modations ‘were about 40 kilometres 
to the east in Pincher Creek, but 


sc 


that’s all changed with the addition 
of the Castle Mountain Ski Lodge. It’s 
a hotel/hostel that can sleep about 


_ 100 guests. It kind of reminded me of 


Grandma's place because you have to 
take your shoes off at the door. The 
rooms are great, especially if you get 
one with a view of the slopes, and 
there’s a pool table and games room 


in which to pass the time. If you’re 
planning to stay a few days, bring 
some food because there's a kitchen 
to cook in and the only other place 
to chow down at night is the T-Bar 
Pub whose grill is mostly limited to 
pizza (which is, admittedly, pretty 
tasty). You can spend the night for 
$60-$90 (including lift ticket), 


Castle 
ountain 


depending on your room 

Although this year is a little 
behind schedule, Castle has a histo- 
ry of incredibly deep snow condi- 
tions. Check the web and if you see 
they've received a 20-centimetre 
dump or more, strap your boards to 
the car and don’t turn back because 
conditions will be awesome. © 


2 The G34 Condition Report 


LOCAL: 

Rabitt Hill - GOcm base, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, all lifts and runs open 
Tawatinaw Valley - 8cm new snow, good conditions 


ALBERTA: 

Castle Min - 30 - 106cm base, 15 runs open 

Can. Olympic Park - 95cm base, 3cm new snow 

Lake Louise - 108 - 130cm base, 11 lifts and 10 runs open 

Marmot Basin - 75 - 90cm base, all lifts and 81 runs open 

Mt. Norquay - 110 - 120cm base, Gem new snow, 5 lifts and 21 runs open 
Nakiska - 75 - 84cm base, 5cm new snow, 5 lifts and 19 runs open 
Sunshine - 108cm base, 11 lifts and 100 runs open 


B.C.: 
Apex -104cm base 
Big White - 171cm base, 15 lifts and 112 runs open 
Crystal Mtn - 102cm base, 40 runs and 5 lifts open, 95% of terrain open 
Fernie - 152cm base, 12cm new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Fairmont - 27cm new snow in past 7 days, good conditions all around 
Kicking Horse - 99cm base, 8cm new snow, 3 lifts and 98 runs open 
Kimberley -61cm base, 23cm new snow, 6 lifts and 56 runs open 
Mt. Washington - 59cm base, 23 runs open 
1 Panorama - 45 - 75cm base, 3cm new snow, all lifts and 90 runs open 
Powder King - 150cm base, 410cm base at top T, 2 lifts and 24 runs open 
| Powder Springs - 90 -240cm base, 22cm new snow, all lifts open 
] Red Mtn - 140cm base, 18cm new snow, all lifts open 
Silver Star - 158cm base 
Sun Peaks - 116cm base, 100% of terrain open 
Whistler Blackcomb - 122cm base 
Whitewater -161cm base 


The US of A: 

Big Mtn - 50 - 150cm base, 15cm new snow, 6 lifts and 84 runs open 
Big Shy - 82 - 122cm base, 16 lifts and 108 runs open 

49 Degrees - 55 -130cm base 

Great Divide Ski Area - 37 - 75cm base, 5cm new snow, 80 runs open 
Lookout Pass - 75 - 145cm base, excellent conditions on mtn front 
Mt. Spokane - 50 - 102cm base 

Schweitzer Mtn - 80 -142cm base 

Silver Mtn - 67 - 100cm base 

Sun Valley - 150 -215cm base, Icm new snow 
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Sledding, 
scuba diving 
and shijoring 


British Columbia offers a bewildering 
assortment of unusual winter activities 


BY JUDI LEES 


ing frosty air as you glide down 

a winding trail through snow- 
draped pine trees. Occasionally you 
holler “hike” or “gee” and your 
team of handsome Siberian huskies 
responds. Move over Sergeant Pre- 
ston; your next stop may be the 
Yukon. 

This slight exaggeration comes 
courtesy of Wolf Den Country Inn 
and Adventures in the Cariboo 
where 65 hectares of wilderness 
awaits. The log lodge tucked into 
rugged backcoun- 
try offers guests 
adventure-filled 
days (including 
guided dogsled tours) and cozy crea- 
ture comforts at night. It’s one of 
many places in B.C. where you can 
get off the beaten track and embrace 
winter. Here are just some of the 
exotic winter scenarios the province 
allows you to investigate. 


Y:: sit warm and snug, breath- 


Dogsledding 

On a sunny day, surrounded by 
pillows of snow, you stomp through 
evergreens laced in white. Passing 
glacier-fed streams, you hear pesky 
whiskeyjacks and see hare tracks. It’s 
difficult to believe that a short dis- 
tance away, thousands of skiers are 
enjoying Whistler's runs. This guid- 
ed excursion with Whistler Outdoor 
Adventures is one of seven tour 
options ranging from a “kids only” 
trek (complete with games and 
pizza) to a heli backcountry trip. 

This sport that requires little 
skill—if you walk, you can snow- 
shoe—is a tranquil way to get off the 
beaten track. Snowshoe opportunities 
abound in B.C.: Vancouver's three 
local mountains all offer tours—some 
of which even include fondue! Or 
you can answer the call of backcoun- 
try lodges such as the Rockies’ Purcell 
Lodge, where you make wide tracks 
in snow. In Kelowna, take a conve- 
nient day trip to wilderness with 
Monashee Adventures. And in the 
Cariboo, visit the Hill’s Health Ranch 
to start your day with a forested walk 
on the racquet-shaped footgear. From 
Helmcken Falls Lodge you head into 
the tranquil Wells Gray Park, where 
you just might spot a moose along 
the way. Snowshoeing is an idyllic 
way to get close to nature and enjoy 
the silence of winter. 


Snowmobiling 
You zoom along an undulating 


{ALTERNATIVE 


route in a seemingly endless mead- 
ow of white. This is the easiest part 
of snowmobiling, but things get 
more rigourous as you reach the 
lofty ridges that showcase mountain 
views. Tumbler Ridge, in northeast- 
ern B.C., offers everything from 
serene trail rides to extreme climbs. 
You can join up with local riders 
from the Tumbler Ridge Ridge-Rider 
Snowmobile Club to explore more 
than 300 kilometres of well-marked 
trails. Enthusiasts can set out on the 
“100 Mile Run,” a day circuit that 
sweeps by lakes 
and crosses Thun- 
der Mountain. 
Another northern 
hot spot for this cold sport is 
Mackenzie. 

There’s a multitude of sledding 
opportunities in British Columbia. 
Whistler, Cougar Mountain and 
Tracker Adventures all offer tours. 
Snowmobiling abounds in the 
Thompson Okanagan—Valemount, 
Sicamous and Salmon Arm. In the 
Kootenay Rockies outfitters such as 
Kinbasket Adventures and Wet '‘n’ 
Wild Adventures all offer snowmobile 
tours, as do most resorts. The Cari- 
boo’s big news is the new 350-kilome- 
tre Gold Rush Snowmobile Trail, a 
thrill-packed route from Clinton to 
Barkerville. When it comes to reach- 
ing the usually unreachable country- 
side, sledding is the way to go. 


Eagle viewing 

If watching eagles sets your heart 
soaring, head to Brackendale for the 
annual gathering of these majestic 
birds. From mid-November to Febru- 
ary, thousands of bald eagles feast on 
dying chum salmon on the banks of 
the Squamish and Cheakamus Rivers. 
There are many ogling opportunities: 
you can pick up a map at the Brack- 
endale Art Gallery and follow marked 
routes along the dykes, take part in a 
guided walk, embark on a horseback 
trek or float on a river raft. Remem- 
ber to keep a respectful distance from 
the birds. Dress warmly and take rain 
gearr cameras and binoculars—but 
please leave the dogs at home. Other 
prime eagle-spotting places in B.C. 
include Goldstream Provincial Park 
on southern Vancouver Island, the 
Bella Coola River in the Cariboo and 
the Fraser Valley Eagle Festival in 
Harrison Mills. 


Scuba diving 
Snug in a dry suit, you spot a daz- 
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inbow—purple, yellow, blue, 
of small nudibranchs settled 
on rock ledges. The orange/red Giant 
Pacific Octopus lurks nearby; else- 
where there are walls of cloud 

, purple sea stars and gorgeous 
dahlia-like anemones in deep coral 
and vivid pink. Winter is prime dive 
time in British Columbia as the water 
is crystal clear. To add to the allure, 
some sites—Sechelt Inlet, Porteau 
Cove and Nanaimo—have sunken 
vessels to explore. Powell River’s 
Saltery Bay has a mermaid down 
under. Other diving hot spots include 
Whytecliff Marine Park, Indian Arm, 
Campbell River and the many marine 
parks around Vancouver Island. 


Ice climbing 
Cautiously climbing a frigid cur- 
tain of ice is what the sport of ice 
climbing is all about. Not only are 
frozen waterfalls dramatically beauti- 
ful, they also offer a challenging play- 
ing field for eager climbers (most of 
whom are rock climbers keen to 
extend their favourite pastime into 
winter). Wearing crampons may not 
be for everyone but if you wish to try 
this winter-only sport, B.C. has many 
prime locations. The Lillooet area 
from Bridge River Canyon to Marble 
Canyon offers more than 100 climbs. 
In early February, Lillooet hosts Ice- 
fest, with more than 150 enthusiastic 
ice climbers participating. 

Other places with walls of ice— 
all dependent on cold temperatures, 
of course—are Squamish where “A 
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www. flyairnorth.com for your flight. Call 867- 
checkout www.yukonpo 
www. visitwhitehorse. 


Scottish Tale” is the best and most 
reliable climb, and Whistler and | . 
Pemberton, where Slipstream Rock 
and Ice offers plenty of ice climbing | 


Opportunities. In the Kootenay Rock- _ 


ies, Golden and Revelstoke are situat- 
ed near ice climbs; in northern B.C., 
Hudson Bay Mountain is a winter | 


location and in summer, ice climb- | 


ing can be pursued at Birnie Glacier 
Chalet in the Coast Mountains. 


Skijoring 


Want to ski with Fido? Skijoring— | 


cross-country skiing while your pet 
tuns along beside you on a leash—is 
the sport for you. It’s an ancient 
Nordic sport believed to date back to 
the 1800s that is fast gaining a follow- 
ing with the winter set. In the Rock- 
ies, the small town of Elkford hosts 
“Winter in the Wilderness,” whose 
highlight is the skijoring race. (There 
are also a number of dogsledding 
competitions here.) 


Ice fishing 

Who sits on an icy lake waiting 
hopefully for some action below the 
frozen water? Ice fishing may be one 
of the strangest winter sports but it 
has an inexplicably strong following. 
In the Cariboo check out Canim Lake 
Resort and Moondance Bay Resort; in 
the Rockies, Toby Creek Adventures 
offers ice fishing combined with 
snowmobiling, and Finger Lake 
Wilderness Resort and Tukii Lodge in 
northern B.C. offer this frosty sport 
as well as other winter activities. O 
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Ski 
tios 


By COLIN CATHREA 


Free to tree, you and skis 


| guess | should technically refer to tree 
skiing as “between-the-tree skiing” 
since the trees are the part of the terrain 
| you want to avoid. This terrain can be 
the most fun place to be on a moun- 
tain. It can also be the most danger- 
ous—and for reasons you may not be 
aware of. But a slight change in tech- 
nique and some safety awareness will 
help guide you safely to the other side. 
First, let’s talk about tree wells. 
These little devils lurk under the lowest 
branches of evergreen trees. When the 
snow falls on big pines and the like, 
holes develop around the base. If the 
snowfall is significant, these wells can be 
very deep and very deadly. People die in 
~ these things. They die with their friends 
only metres away yelling their names. 
They die just a few metres off marked 
runs. They die panicking and suffocat- 
ing. So you kind of want to avoid them. 
But if you're unlucky enough to fall 
into a well you must first do nothing. Lie 
there and get a breathing space open. 
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Assess the situation. Don’t start squirm- 
ing and back-pedaling—in rnany cases 
this will simply drop you deeper into the 
well. If you're facing headfirst into the 
well, try to build a base below your 
hands. Pack the snow gently under your 
arms and elbows. Once you have a firm 
base, slowly move your legs sideways. If 
you can get them close enough, undo 
your bindings. Take off your wrist straps 
from your poles and place the poles 
under you for more support. Now you 
need to slowly start climbing out of the 
well. Remember: rapid movements could 
send you down deeper and make escape 
impossible. | know of skiers who have 
died at almost every major resort from 
drowning in wells. Don’t join them. 

Also dangerous are the trees them- 
selves. Don’t go into the trees without 
a good pair of goggles strapped secure- 
ly to your head. Better still, wrap them 
around a good brain bucket. Take off 
your pole straps if you're going into 
thick trees. I've dislocated my shoulder 
from the basket getting caught and rip- 
ping my arm from the socket. 

Okay. Now if | haven’t turned you 
off completely from tree adventures, 
the fun stuff awaits. Get into a gladed 
area to warm up. Look ahead and plan 
your route. | know that former ski rac- 
ers are usually good in the trees 
because they have been trained to look 
far down the hill and plan their route 
Don’t concentrate at the tree you're 
headed toward next, but rather the 
next one down the hill. Try to choose a 
line that allows for fluid turns, and that 
will keep your speed in check. 


668-8660 for your free cd rom or 
com for powder info and 
com for Whitehorse info. 
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Now for an important tip: bail out 
if you need to! As the old saying goes, 
sometimes the best-laid plans of mice 
and men completely go to shit, and 
the only way out of a bad situation is 
to hit the deck. Get down fast if you 
think you might hit a tree. When 
something's coming at you it’s a natur- 
al tendency to sit back. Bad idea. You 
can’t turn on your ass. Keep yourself 
centred with your hands up. 

With the skis getting shorter and 


People die In these things. 
They die with their friends 
only metres away yelling 
their names. They die just a 
few metres off marked 
runs. They die panicking 
and suffocating. So you 
kind of want to avoid them. 


more powder hounds appearing on the 
slopes with each passing year, the trees 
are becoming more and more populat- 
ed. Ski areas like Marmot Basin are 
opening up huge new areas that are 
selectively gladed with just the right 
amount of trees taken out for skiers and 
boarders. I’ve seen entire families or*™ 
snowblades playing hide and seek as 
well as guys who look like their clothes 
were put through a shredder. 

Don’t let the tree wells and branches 
keep you out of the trees. | once fell into 
a well and found a bottle of wine down 
there. “If I'm going to go,” | thought, 
“at least I'd be going happy!” © 


POWERPLANT 


staurant & bar 


‘* 
Saturday, Jan 15th 


ANTI FREEZE WRAP UP PARTY 


JAY MURPHY BAND 


WITH THE MICHAEL EDWARDS BAND & THE MAY KINGS 
$7 AT THE DOOR, DOORS AT 8:00PM 


a 


GATEWAY CONFERENCE PARTY 


LES TABERNACLES wits atce anp Guests 


$7 AT THE DOOR, DOORS AT 8:00PM 


ener Jan 29t 


JOHN HENRY BAND 


WITH MELISSA MAJEAU AND THE MUSE AND GUESTS 
$7 AT THE DOOR, DOORS AT 8:00PM 


Sunday, Jan 30th 


THE HIDDEN CAMERAS 


WITH ALL PURPOSE VOLTAGE HEROES AND THE FAUNTS 
$12 IN ADVANCE, DOORS AT 8:00 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK, LISTEN RECORDS, 
POWERPLANT, HUB, SUB, CAB AND ETLC INFO DESKS 


Saturday, Feb 5th 


THE UNCAS 


WITH THE FABULOUS BEEFEEDERS AND CORDOBA 


$8 AT THE DOOR, DOORS AT 8:00PM 


— 


for more info, call 492- 2048 or visit www.su.ualberta.ca/events 
The Powerplant is a service of Your Students’ Union for UofA Students, staff 
alumni, and their quests. All shows are no minors unless otherwise stated 
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In the year of the gig 


Corpses and 
Casualties dotted 
Edmonton’s 2004 
live-music landscape 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


04 yielded a bumper crop of 
Descent gigs for all tastes. Not 

nly did Edmonton get to shine on 
the national stage while hosting the 
Junos, but a gaggle of old standard- 
bearers came through town. Some 
high-profile reunions and wicked new 
bands rounded the year out with a 
resounding bang. Here, in no particu- 
lar order, are some highlights: 


C’mon (New City, September 
17) Jan Blurton can do no wrong. 
Teaming up with his sexy, bass-play- 
ing girlfriend Katie Lynn Campbell to 
form C’mon, he wields rock powers 
of unbelievable volume and fierce- 
ness. This show shook the city to its 
foundations and J wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if satellites will be picking up 
its distant echoes for years to come. 

Cannibal Corpse (Starlite 
Room, June 16) It was hot outside 
and even hotter in the sweaty pit as 
the crowd pressed up close to catch 
the growling rumble of Cannibal 
Corpse. The sound was perfect for 
this gig, highlighting every buzzsaw 
guitar solo and every macabre yelp 
and howl bellowed out of this death 
metal powerhouse. 

Ministry (Red’s, October 1) 
After kicking a decades-long junk 
habit, p Baleseas s Al tienes Pes 


once and for all you don’t need drugs 
to rock—you just need a huge genre- 
bending catalogue of classics and a 
few new Bush-bashing tunes to make 
an expectant crowd go wild. 

Gwar (Red’s, November 22) 
When intergalactic scumdogs come 
to town, hell-bent on wreaking hilar- 
ious, blood-soaked destruction to the 
tune of bone-crushing metal, people 
tend to take notice. After more than 
a decade of ignoring our fine city, 
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Gwar finally showed up to make us 
petty humans suffer along with a 
motley crew of guest stars and 
slaves. I'll never look at Paris Hilton 
the same way again. Who knew even 
she could be that dirty and 
depraved? 

Cash vs. Clash (New City, 
January 9) When some of our 
city’s finest country and punk bands 
came out to pay tribute to their fall- 
en heroes, the result was a night to 
remember. Although it was a slightly 
sombre way too kick off the year, 
like a good Irish wake, it was more a 
celebration of life than an occasion 
to cry in your beer over death. 

DKT/MCS (New City, July 5) 
With a couple of hired guns filling 
in for the dead, a rejuvenated and 
resurrected MCS managed to “Kick 
Out the Jams” in style. So what if 
they looked more like yuppies than 
the counterculture revolutionaries 
who once advocated tearing down 
the system with rock ‘n’ roll, dope 
and fucking in the streets? 

New Town Animals AaRRESY 


February 22) When | heard about 
the untimely demise of Vancouver's 
New Town Animals, I nearly broke 
down and cried. How could a band 
this good call it quits? So I was over- 
joyed to learn they were back in the 


_ Saddle and coming to Edmonton. 


They didn’t disappoint, and the hia- 
tus only made them stronger and 
funnier. Now where’s the new album? 

Danko Jones (Kingsknight 
Pub, March 10) Nothing shows off 
the rot infecting the major labels 
more then Universal Canada’s deci- 
sion to cut Danko Jones from, their 
roster. If this one-man rock ‘n’ roll 
wrecking ball isn’t good enough for 
them, who is? I'll take his tongue- 
wagging swagger over the safe, 
cloned pap Universal will no doubt 
polish off to fill his slot any day. 

NoMeansNo 25th anniver- 
sary (Sidetrack Café, May 12) 
Most bands inevitably get boring 
after a few years and should be put 
out to pasture. But after 25 years, 
Victoria’s NoMeansNo show little 
sign of slowing down or becoming 
redundant. While many bands have 
tried to copy their frenetic style with 
varying degrees of success, you really 
have to just go to the source to sit 
back in awe. 

The Casualties (Starlite 
Room, September 27) Punk has 
really been going through the 
wringer lately. It’s been ripped off 
and repackaged so many times, it 
often seems like a faded copy of a 
copy. Luckily, bands like the Casual- 
ties are still around to give that crap 
a good swift kick to the nether 
regions and keep the flame burning 
bright. © 
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Courtney, Jacko, 
Ashlee and 
Dimebag grabbed 
2004’s biggest 
music headlines 


By HEATHER ADLER 


1. A Vulgar Display of Vio- 
lence Against Metal 

Pantera was one of the hardest- 
hitting bands ever to crawl out of 
the capital-punishment-loving state 
of Texas, and it made legends out of 
metal-happy brothers Vinnie Paul 
5\ t (drums) and Dimebag Darrell 
Abbott (guitar). When the thrash- 
metal band broke up, the two went 
on to form a new project, Damage- 
plan, which found immediate suc- 
cess with its super-speed riffs and 
rib-rattling drums. [rm —s 
Things were going jim 
great in May when 
the band toured 
Canada. “Towards the end with Pan- 
tera—although I was never unhappy 
with the music we were making—it 
became one-dimensional and we 
wanted to open things back up,” 

ell said at the time. “We've still 

go all the angles of heavy music 
that Pantera had, but now it's got 
more melody and there’s even some 
stuff that is even heavier than what 
we did with Pantera—it’s just way 
more diverse. We're thrilled with 
this band and we have a beautiful 
fucking future.” 

Then, on Wednesday, December 
8, Dimebag was gunned down by a 
metal-obsessed ex-Marine during a 
performance in Ohio. Three other 
bystanders were also killed before 
police shot the gunman. Dimebag 
may have died doing what he loved, 
but that was hardly consolation— 
the senseless act ended the life of a 
legend far before his time. “We'll be 
doing this until we’re physically 
incapable,” Dimebag remarked back 
in May of this year. “We love inter- 
acting with the fans, hanging out 
with the bands we tour with, getting 
fucked up, going to different tittie 
bars and seeing different towns—the 
whole package is great.” 

2. Ministry, Incubus, Green 
Day, Sum 41 Wax Bush 

Music got political in a radical 
way this year, and although he won 
the hearts of gun-toting shut-ins 
from the interior of the U.S., Bush 
took a severe beating from the music 
world. Artists like Green Day, Sum 
41, NOFX, Foo Fighters, Incubus, 
Rancid and Ministry attacked ol’ 
G.W.B. in the media and in song. 
“It's déja vu all over again,” Min- 
istry’s Al Jourgensen told Vue in Sep- 
tember. “We've had papa Bush 
talking about his new world order, 
and now we've got baby Bush. It 
really is about the new world order.” 

R.E.M., Pearl Jam, the Dixie 
Chicks and Bruce Springsteen 
embarked on a two-week anti-Bush 
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tour, some Of punk’s biggest bands 
came together on Fat Wreck Chords’ 
Rock Against Bush compilation series 
and A Perfect Circle released an 
album of covers of protest songs. 
“This band didn’t set out to make a 
political movement,” A Perfect Cir- 
cle guitar henchman, producer and 
lead songwriter Billy Howerdel told 
Vue in November about his opinion- 
ated album. “But with everything 
that’s going on, we felt it was impor- 
tant—we wouldn't be true to our 
characters if we didn’t speak out 
about these things.” 

3. Wardrobe, Microphone 
Malfunctions Prove America Not 
Smart Enough to Have Nukes, 

This year we saw once again how 
the American public can always be 
counted on to get their panties in a 
twist over things as inconsequential 
as a two-second peep at Janet Jack- 
son’s tittie, Ashlee Simpson's lip- 
synching or 
Howard Stern’s 
(un)funny sense of 
humour. Sure, full- 
on nudity, softcore porn and frank 
discussions about anal penetration 
techniques are alright on the Life 
Network or Showcase. But, flash one 
creepy, armoured, famous nipple 
National Geographic-style onstage, 
and all those puritan types go into a 
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Tourette’s-like seizure—only instead 
of spewing uncontrollable profani- 
ties, they spew uncontrollable moral 
garbage. Just after the Nipplegate 
fiasco, we saw “racy” videos pushed 
into later slots on MTY, live broad- 
casts subjected to tape delays and 
shock-jock Howard Stern kicked off 
Clear Channel for violating their 
decency standards. People were 
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STEVE COFFEY 
& THE LOKELS 


Arootsy extravaganza with guests 


SOUNDSYSTEM and RED NOT EVIL. 


THE SESSIONS 


Under the covers Sundays w/ DJ DUDEMAN 


BOB COOK & UNHERD-OF plus JOHN GULIAK. 


CAPTAIN TRACTOR 


‘The legendary Celtic rock outfit celebrates 10 years in the 
trenches! With guests FIVE STAR HOMELESS. 


9 O'CLOCK CHARLIE = 


Local pop rockers release their with guests AA 
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BREN SPENCER 


2:00 PM -NwWOoO COVER 2f 
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With guests AMARANTH. 


for more listings and information visit... 


TRACKCAFE 


AUDioSQUADron 


With guests LE FUZZ plus MARK TEMPLETON. 


MAGILLA FUNK CONDUIT 


Legendary Saxophonist Brett Miles and com 
their 10th anniversary! With guests CADENC 
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Knocking down 7’s door 


7 and 7 Is fundraiser * With 
Wednesday Night Heroes, Our 
Mercury and Whitey Houston + 
New City * Thu, Jan 6 Imagine 
going into work and finding every- 
thing you need to make a living 
gone. That's exactly what happened 
when local mod rockers 7 and 7 Is 
discovered their practice space had 
been broken into and $6,000 worth 
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of instruments and equipment had 
been stolen. 

Although it’s obviously a terrible 
situation, bassist David Foster manages 
to see some humour in it. “It’s kind of 
funny,” he says, “because Kelly [Chia], 
the drummer, he goes in there on his 
own to rehearse. But when he goes in 
there, all he sees is drums, right? He 
didn’t even notice two days before- 
hand that the stuff was even missing. 
The next Friday, we had a jam and 
when we walked in there, the place 
seemed a lot cleaner and there seemed 
to be a lot of stuff missing.” 

After contacting the police and 
sending them a hot sheet of the pil- 
fered goods (which they also posted 
on www.7and7is.com in case anyone 
notices some vintage guitars up for 
grabs at prices too good to be true), 
the band is now trying to get back up 
and running. With no insurance to 
soften the blow or a Swiss bank 
account to fall back on, the cash- 
strapped musicians will be hard- 
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Cause & Y ] cel, South Side Riots 
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pressed to replace the tools of their 
trade. Luckily, Edmonton’s music com- 
munity bands together in times of 
need, and a benefit concert has been 
organized to help the lads out. “It kind 
of sucks that it takes something like 
this,” Foster says, “but man, has this 
ever renewed our faith in the scene. 
The community aspect of everybody 
coming together with no hesitation to 
help us out—it’s phenomenal. There 
are more people offering help than we 
can even accept; people are coming 
out of the woodwork to help us. That 
gives us a good feeling in an otherwise 
bad situation.” (PD) 


Five O’Clock scholars 


Five O'Clock Charlie CD release « 
With AA Sound System and Red 
Not Evil © Sidetrack Café « Sat, 
Jan 8 Rock stars go to school. Serious- 
ly. You all saw that movie School of 
Rock, right? Apparently Jack Black had 
the right idea, at least as far as St. 
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Operation Winter Mist * Victory 
Lounge * Fri, Dec 31 * reVUE An air 


mportant 


t attack? No. It’s ju 


enough to warrant a ter- 


st the ENING 


f militant Calgary metalhe 


)peration \ er Mist. Basing their music 
id im y around the horror and 
panadian s 


of the Great 


Albert's Five O'Clock Charlie is con- 
cerned. All of the band’s members are 
currently pursuing post-secondary 
education, be it in music, arts or... 
business. 

“Yeah, \'m taking business,” Five 
O'clock Charlie frontman Craig 
Schram reluctantly admits. “I’m not 
proud of it, but it’s been useful for the 
band. Even though | disagree with 
half of what they teach, in the end, 
Ill be able to use the other half to 
help my band. Like, we got a grant 
from the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts, and | know we wouldn’t have 
gotten it had | not known how to 
write up a business plan and stuff. I’m 
using my business powers for good 
instead of for bullshit.” 

While Schram readily acknowl- 
edges that business is likely the least 
rock ‘n’ roll degree the University of 
Alberta offers, he bristles at the ideo- 
logical aversion that many indepen- 
dent musicians have when it comes to 
the business world. “In order to play 
music as a career, you're going to have 
to get over it and promote your- 
selves,” Schram observes. “A lot of 
bands look down on this sort of thing, 
but they kind of need to grow up.” 

Despite being barely out of their 
teens, the Charlies’ music has a consid- 
erably angst-free, “grown-up” tone. 
When asked why their music isn’t as 
angry as that of their peers, Schram 
seems amused. “What do | have to be 
pissed off and angry about?” he 
laughs. “If anything, any songs we 
have about being angry are kind of 
exercises in trying to understand why 
we're angry.” 

Most recently, Five O'clock Charlie 
has collected 13 of these introspective, 
un-angry songs for their first full- 
length release. Unlike a lot of bands’ 
first recording experiences, the Char- 
lies apparently had a great time 
putting the album together. “We all 
got along really well, and took each 
other's criticisms to heart,” Schram 
reports earnestly, although that sinceri- 
ty dissolves somewhat when he's asked 
to describe the disc. 

“It's 13 songs of raw, unbridled 
power,” he laughs. “How’s that for 
marketing?” (RM) 


In which we surf 


South Side Riots * With Veritas 
and Cause and Affect * Seedy’s * 
Sat, Jan 8 What do Oahu, San Diego, 
Tahiti and Edmonton have in common? 
Well, nothing at all, actually, which is 
probably the reason why local surf rock 
band the South Side Riots have found 
that their music seems a little out of 
place up here in the hinterlands. 

"This kind of music is definitely 
sort of unique here,” laughs Riots 
drummer Andrew Cahalin. “I mean, 
there aren’t exactly surfers hanging 
out in Edmonton.” Like the rest of his 
band, Cahalin hasn’t ever been any- 
where near a long board, nor does he 
own a pair of Bermuda shorts, but this 
disconnect between the music and the 
lifestyle associated with it doesn’t seem 
to bother the Riots all that much. 

“None of us surf, so there’s no 
point in dressing up and acting like we 
do,” Cahalin admits, noting that he’s 
far more likely to be spotted wearing 
skinny jeans and a leather jacket than a 
hibiscus-print Hawaiian shirt. “It’s just 
music. As weird as it sounds, surf 
music doesn’t actually have that much 
to do with surfing; in fact, | can’t think 
of any surf bands that actually surf. | 
think they just like the music.” 

This recognition of the separation 
between surf rock and surfing has 
helped the South Side Riots to write 
music that they regard as less formula- 
ic than a lot of what other surf bands 
offer. “We don’t really follow the ‘surf 
rock’ formula too much,” Cahalin says. 
“You can hear a lot of the Clash, Zep- 
pelin and stuff in there.” That said, the 
Riots have held on to one traditional 
aspect of surf music: their music is 
entirely instrumental. “Our songs are 
complete without words,” Cahalin 
deadpans, noting with laughter that 
the Riots “aren’t one of those political 
instrumental bands, though.” 

Even without words, the Riots 
hope that their music-conjures up 
some warm images inside the heads 
of their icy cold listeners. “It’s kind of 
an escape,” Cahalin explains. “It 
pumps you up and helps you forget 
that it’s minus 40 outside. That's 
pretty well how this all started: [our 


www New citycompound. 
inDnsei ‘Sasper Pweiise 
call 429-2582 for info 


THURS JANG 

EDMONTON ROCKERS UNITE! 

ABENEFIT FORT &71S 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES 

OUR MERCURY 

WHITEY HOUSTON Al 


Sponsored by Acoustic Music Shop, Long & McQuade & 
Big Rock Breweries $2.75 Pints of Big Rock all night 


‘FRANKLINS THURS JAN 13 
THE FRANLINS 
RAYGUN COWBOYS 
DOWN FOR THE COUNT 


Phil Duperron 


old band] Mercy Fight was falling 
apart, so we just started jamming 
together to kind of vent and then we 
went with it.” (RM) 


Advance publicity 


Axis of Advance CD release ° 
With Divinity and Deadcast * Kro- 
bar * Thu, Jan 6 Normally, a band 
spends years building up_a local fan- 
base before venturing out to take on 
the world. Unfortunately, when you're 
based in Edmonton and play war 
metal (a chaotic genre on the fringes 
of extreme metal) you have to go 
where the crowds are. Despite having 
released their third album, Obey, last 
September on Europe’s Osmose Pro- 
ductions, local trio Axis of Advance is 
virtually unknown here. 

They're not alone. Although Cana- 
da boasts its fair share of extreme 
metal acts, most of them have to look 
further away to find the support they 
need. “That infrastructure has never 
really existed in Canada,” says lead 
singer/guitarist Wér. “There's been lots 
of labels over the years who have tried 
to pursue this type of music; | remem- 
ber years ago Fringe was signing some 
pretty crazy stuff like Sacrifice and Dis- 
ciples of Power, those types of things, 
but it just kind of fell through for 
everybody. | guess people just aren’t as 
diehard-dedicated to it as they are 
over in Europe and other places.” 

Obey was recorded by metal mas- 
termind Henrik Larsson at Berno Stu- 
dio in Malmé, Sweden while Axis of 
Advance were on tour early last year. 
Even though it’s been favourably 
reviewed by a host of overseas metal 
magazines, this show is the first 
chance for Edmontonians to grind 
their teeth into it. “It’s kind of funny: 
we've sold all these albums and stuff 
and people in Edmonton have never 
heard of us,” explains Wor. “That's 
kind of the crux we've had here. We've 
never really tried to be the local home- 
town heroes; we’ve always had our 
sights set more on the global domina- 
tion aspect, and it’s hard to concen- 
trate on both of those at once. So we 
just went, ‘Screw it, we're gonna go 
global.” (PD) 


THURS 
wie JAN 13 


Thurs. Jan. 20 


ManleMusic Recording Artists 


Paper Bag Recording Artists 


MAGNETA LANE 


& guest 


Thurs. Jan. 27 

ATribute to 

Stompin’ Tom Connors 
& Benefit forthe 


Cross Cancer Institute 


Thurs. Feb. 10 
Rub A Dub Thurstlay Presents: 


JFK & THE CONSPIRATORS 


W/ guests 


Thurs. Feb. 17 


MapleMusic Recording Artists 


LIMBLIFTER 


DOUBTING PARIS 


vuewerekity €2) 


JANUARY 6-12, 2005 


. 


Fax your free listings to 
426-2889 or e-mail 
to Glenys at 


listings@vueweekly.com 
Deadline Is 


Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Duff Robison 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING JAN 6, 2005 
1. Madeleine Peyroux-Careless Love (Rounder) 
2. Neko Case-The tigers have spoken (Mint) 
4: Tom Wall-Real gone (Ant) SACSTACE TA 
5, Alison Krauss & Union Station- 8pm-midnight ; 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Silverhawk (pop/country) 


CHRISTOPHER'S 
PARTY PUB Open stage 
hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6pm-10pm 


Lonely runs both ways (Rounder) 
6. Elliot Smith-From a basement on the hill (Anti) 


7. U2-How to dismantle a bomb (Island) 

8. Leonard Cohen-Dear Heather (Sony)* 
ae ee a 
+ 2There will be alight (Virgin) - em he. 
10. Rufus Wainwright-Want two. iDseneoniel =. ; 


DRUID Wynter 


Dominisimo (Latin jazz); 


11. Ray Charles-Genius loves company (Concord) 9pm-midnight 
12. Tegan and Sara-So Jealous (Superclose) FOAL OMS Natt 


13, OST-Ray (Warmer) 
14, K.D. Lang - Hymns Of The 49th Parallel (nonesuch) 


15. Social Distortion-Sex, love & rock ‘n’ roll (time bomb) 
16. Aimme Mann-Live at St.Ann’s Warehouse (Superego) 
17. OST-Thinking XXX (Emperor Norton) 

18. A Perfect Circle-eMOTIVe (Virgin) 

19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez-Angel of the moming (TMG) 
20. J.J. Cale -To Tulsa and Back (santuary) 

21. Pearl Jam-Rearview mirror (Sony) 


THE GRINDER All star 
blues jam hosted by 
Rusty Reed; 9pm- 
midnight 

HORIZON STAGE |an 
Tyson; 7:30pm; $35 
(adult)/$30 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at Horizon 
Stage box office; 
TicketMaster 


J AND R BAR AND 


the Poster Boys 


22. Interpol-Antics (Matador) §30pm-12-30am 
23. Gwen Stefani-Love angel music baby (Universal) KROBAR Axis of 


Advance (CD release 
party), Divinity, Deadcast 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 7 and 7 Is, 
Whitey Houston, 
Wednesday Night 
Heroes, Our Mercury 
. SIDETRACK CAFE Steve 
Coffey and the Lokels, 
Bob Cook and the 
UnHerd-Of, John Guliak; 
8pm; $7 (door) 
URBAN LOUNGE 
Mustard Smile; no cover 


DJs 


24. Pinback-Summer in Abaddon (Touch and Go) 
25. Rammstein-Reise Reise (Universal) 

26. Mark Knopfler-Shangri-La (Mercury) 

27. Blues Explosion-Damage (Sanctuary) 

28. Brian Wilson-Smile (Nonesuch) 

29. Harry Manx-Road ragas (Dog my cat) 

30. Cake-Pressure chief (Columbia) 


UNEARTH 


ONCOMING STORM 


Opening for Slipknot next week will be 
this crazy ass hardcore metal act from 
somewhere not around here called 
Unearth. These guys WILL kill you if = 
you try and stop them. They might not $ 
though. They might just ask you Hina 15. 
to please stop trying to stop them. On Sale 


ARMOURY Vintage 
Thursdays: retro rock, 
dance and old school hip 
hop 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Animation Station: 
Trip hop, drum ‘n’ bass 
with MC Deadly, 
Gundam, Dale Force 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE Thump: introni- 
ca with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


99 


© now 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


GRILL Open stage with _ 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


YOUR GUIDE TO LIVE MUSIC IN EDMONTON 


DECADANCE Soul 
Heaven: house with 
Tripswitch, Sweetz, T- 
Bass, Alvaro, Femme 
Funk, Rezidnt Funk 


ELEPHANT AND CAS- 
TLE ON WHYTE 
Sleeman Method 
Thursdays: hip hop, 
downtempo with Dj 
ESCAPE ULTRA 
LOUNGE Thursday 
Ladies Night: Top 40, 
R&B, retro with Urban 
Metropolis 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Punk Rock Bingo with Dj 
S.W.A.G. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: 
Top 40/dance with Dj 
Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Dj 
jeff 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin 
Nights; free dance 
lessons 8-9;30pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Rub-A-Dub _ 
Thursday: rocksteady, 
dub reggae with Dj 
Jeebus and the 

| Operation Redication 
Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: eletro/new . 
wave with D] Miss 
Mannered and guests; 
no minors 


RED STAR Underground 
Hip Hop Night: with D] 
Mumps, D} Dusty Crates 
RENDEZVOUS Metal 
Night with DJ] McNasty 


THE ROOST Rotating 

| shows: Sticky’s open 
stage and the Weakest 

| Link game with D] Jazzy 
second and last 
Thursday; $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member) 


SAVOY Funk and down- 
tempo with Ben Jamin 


| SEEDY’S Dj night 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Top 40 dance, R&B 


URBAN LOUNGE Rock 
Paper Scissors tourna- 
ment featuring Hyndsyt; 
3pm-2am; $5 

VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B 
end of exams jam with 
Spincycle, Invinceable, J- 
Money, Sean B 


VICTORY LOUNGE 

| NRMLS WLCM: Electro 

| synth pop hip hop with 
DJ Nik7 and guests; 9pm 
WUNDERBAR HOF- 

| BRAUHAUS Djs 
Wunderbar Hofbrauhaus: 
Punk with Robin 

| Schroffel 


FRI 


| LIVE MUSIC 


| ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Duff Robison 


| (guaranteed seating)/$15 


| Eve Fridays: Top 40 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL SlowBurn 
(blues/rock); 9:30pm- 
1:30am 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Silverhawk (pop/country) 


CASINO EDMONTON 
Rule of Nines 
(country/rock) 


FOUR ROOMS D.A.D.s 
Trio 

HORIZON STAGE lan 
Tyson; 7:30pm; $35 
(adult)/$30 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at Horizon 
Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 


J.J.'S The Travezty (rock) 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND 
WINE BAR June Mann 
Trio (jazz, '70s pop 
classics); 7:30pm; $5 
RED'S My Sister Ocean, 
The New Vain, Neevah; 
all ages event; 8pm 
(door); $4 


REXALL PLACE Hilary 
Duff; 7pm; $34.50- 
$49.50; tickets available 
at TicketMaster 451- 
8000 


SEEDY'S Ann Vriend, 
John Wart Hannam, Kelly 
Alana; $7 | 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Captain Tractor, Five Star 
Homeless; 8pm; $10 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Mustard Smile; $5 


X-WRECKS The 
Shufflehound 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm- 
1:30am; no cover 


DUS 


BOOTS Retro Disco: 
retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Dance party 


ESCAPE ULTRA 
LOUNGE With Urban 
Metropolis 


HALO Mod Club: '60s 
with D] Blue Jay, D) Trav 
VD; $5 


O’BYRNE’S Dj; $25 


(non-guaranteed seat- 
ing); 8pm (door) 

ONE ON WHYTE Retro, 
Top 40, R&B, Music 4 
The Masses with D] 
Crownroyal 


RATTLESNAKE 
SALOON Barn Buster: 
DJs all weekend 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Euro Blitz: best new 
European music with D] 
Outtawak Downstairs: 
Dj Jazzy; $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 


SAVOY Dj] Busy B; no 
cover 


STANDARD Adam and 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 
40 with DJ Chad 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Duff Robison 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL SlowBurn 
(blues/rock); 9:30pm- 
1:30am 


BLACK DOG 
FREEHOUSE Petunia 


BONNIE DOON 
COMMUNITY LEAGUE 
Andy Northrup (CD 
release party); presented 
by the Bonnie Doon Folk 
Club; $12 (adv)/$15 
(door); tickets available 
at TIX on the Square, 
Alfie Myhre's, Sound 
Connection, Blackbyrd 
Myoozik 

CASINO 
YELLOWHEAD 
Silverhawk 
(pop/country) 

CASINO EDMONTON 
Rule of Nines 
(country/rock) 


DRUID Stewart Bendall; 
4-7pm 

FESTIVAL PLACE Tom 
Paxton; 7:30pm; $24 
(cabaret)/$22 (theatre); 
tickets available at 
Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


| FOUR ROOMS D.A.D.s 


Trio 

HORIZON STAGE lan 
Tyson; 7:30pm; $35 
(adult)/$30 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at Horizon 
Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
HALL The Fates, 
Danielle French; 
presented by the 
Northern Lights Folk 
Club; 7pm (door), 8pm. 
(show); $15 (adv); $17 
(door); tickets available 
at Acoustic Music Shop, 
Myhre's Music, TIX on 
the Square 


SEEDY'S Veritas, Cause 
and Affect, South Side 
Riots; $8 

SIDETRACK CAFE Five 
O'Clock Charlie (CD 
release party), Fractal 
Pattern, AA Sound 
System, red not evil; 
8pm; $7 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Mustard Smile; $5 


WUNDERBAR 
HOFBRAUHAUS 
German accordion 


X-WRECKS The 
Shufflehound 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm- 
1:30am; no cover 


CLASSICAL 
SER EE 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Ukrainian Christmas 
Celebration: presented 
by the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra 
featuring the Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers, Dnipro 
Choir, John Stetch 
(piano), Svettana Sech 
(Soprano), Claude 
Lapalme (conductor); 
8pm; $21-$36 


DUS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Dj Escapade 
Entertainment 


BOOTS Flashback 
Saturdays: retro dance, 
house with Derrick 


ELEPHANT AND 
CASTLE Dj Blair 


ESCAPE ULTRA 
LOUNGE Urban 
Metropolis 


HALO Those Who 
Know: House with D} 
Junior Brown, guests; no 
cover 


IRON HORSE Urban 
dance party with Dj 420 


NEWCASTLE PUB Dj 
Shawn 5. 


ONE ON WHYTE Music 
4 The Masses: Retro, Top 
40, R&B with DJ 
Crownroyal 


RATTLESNAKE 
SALOON Barn Buster: 
DJs all weekend 


RENDEZVOUS Metal 
Night with DJ 
Orgasmatron 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties, 
new music with D] Jazzy 
Downstairs: Retro 
music with D] Dan and 
Mike; $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member) 


STANDARD Live to Air 
96X: with DJ Nestor 
Delano 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 
40 with DJ Chad 


VICTORY LOUNGE A 
Tsunami Relief Benefit: 
Featuring CJSR DJs Mick 
Sleeper, David Stone, 
Bob Crane, Mittens, 
Jeebus and special 
guests; no minors; 9pm. 
(door); $5 (suggested 
donation) 


LIVE MUSIC 
ae) 
BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL Sunday jam with 
Carmen Cook 


BLACK DOG 


| FREEHOUSE ReClaim 


Live Alternative Jazz 
Sundays: hosted by 
Rubim de Toledo 


VUEWEEKLY €]> 
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o' ‘BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie 
jam; 9:30pm 

Jam with 
Mike McDonald; 10pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE 
under the Covers 
Sundays: D] Dudeman, 
The Sessions; 8:30pm; 


$6 
DJs 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Ladies Night: urban with 
D} Invincible 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
industry Sundays: top 
40, dance/R&B 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Dance and 
boxfight 

ONE ON WHYTE 
Sunday Hospitality 
House Party with DJ 
Crownroyal. 


THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show 
Beer Bash: every long 
weekend with Dj Jazzy; 
$2 


SAVOY French Pop 
mixed with Deja Dj 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Somatic Sunday: pro- 
gressive beats with Dj 
Eightsix, DJ Dfekt, quests 
WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS A Whole 
Lot Of Shakin’ Sundays: 
Rockabilly, psychobilly 


4 


LIVE MUSIC 
ESS 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
The Beatles Experience: 
Rain (tribute show); 
8pm; $41 


Dus 


BLACKDOG FREE- 
HOUSE Dj 
Pennytentiary 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Metal Mondays with Dj 
S.W.A.G. 

O'BYRNE’S Hip 
Mondays: Industry night 
with D] Finnegan, live 
music 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Manic Monday: Old 
skool, R&B, hip hop 
with Harman B and DJ 
Kwake 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS 12" 
Mondays: Americana, 
indie, reggae with D] 
Insight 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL Open jam with 
Mark Ammar 


DRUID Open stage with 
Chris Wynters 

LEGENDS PUB Open 
jam hosted by Gary 
Thomas 

O'BYRNE'S Celtic night 
with Shannon Johnson 
and friends; 9:30pm 


ARMOURY 10310-85 
Ave, 702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL 7704-104 St, 432- 
4611 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324-82 Ave, 
upstairs, 436-4418 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL 12536-137 Ave, 
457-5483 


BERNARD SNELL 
AUDITORIUM Walter 
MacKenzie Health 


Sciences Centre Foyer, U 
of A Hospital, 492-8109 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Road, 484- 
7751 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 
439-1082 


GRILL 32 St. Anne St, St. 


Albert, 418-6332 


BONNIE DOON HALL 
9240-93 St, 420-1757 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 
423-5014 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
117258 Jasper Ave, 488- 
6636 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
10815 Jasper Ave, 425- 


0850 


CANADIAN LEGION 
Jasper Place, #255, 
10220-156 St, 996-4411 


CARGO AND JAMES 
TEA SHOPPE 10634-82 
Ave, 433-8152 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
7055 Argyll Rd, 463- 
9467 


CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) 12464-153 St, 
463-9467 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB 2021 Millbourne 
Rd, West, 462-6565 


DANTE’S PUB 170 St, 
Stony Plain Road, 486- 
4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 
St, 990-1792 


DRUID 11606 jasper 
Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER'S PUB 6402- 
118 Ave, 474-5554 


ELEPHANT AND CAS- 
TLE ON WHYTE 10314- 
82 Ave, 439-4545 


ESCAPE ULTRA 
LOUNGE WEM, 489- 
1330 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 
Festival Way, Sherwood 
Park, 449-3378 


Night Watch with D} 


ni Open tage) Nigh Wat 


hosted by the Dai 
Meyer Quartet (R&B, 
blues, jazz) 


SIDETRACK CAFE De 
Vonder, Coopers Cobra, 
Amazaria; 8pm; $7 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa 
and the City; 9pm; Salsa 
dance lessons 8pm; $5 
(door) 


VICTORY LOUNGE Sid 
and Nancy, The Filth, 
The Fury 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
The Beatles Experience: 
Rain (tribute show); 
8pm;. $41 


DUS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE Viva with D) 
Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Basement Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reqgae/dance- 
hall with Bomb Squad, 
D} Invinceable, Q.B. 


DECADANCE Too Cool 
for Tuesdays: Ambient, 
Trip hop, goa and glitch 
with Galatea, Bitstream 
and guests 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj 
“Name a Tune” Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Twisted Trivia with D} 
Whit-Ford 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: industri- 
al/EBM/electro/goth 
with Nik Rofeelya 


THE ROOST Flamingo 
Bingo with Dj Janny; 8- 
midnight; $1 (mem- 

ber)/$4 (non-member) 


SEEDY’S Tuesday 
Nights with DJ Miss 
Mannered 


SIDETRACK CAFE 


53 ‘ATTITUDE 10612- 
82 Ave, 431-5343 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAU- 
RANT Edmonton Centre, 
102 Ave, 426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 
St, 488-4841 


LE GLOBE 14921 Stony 
Plain Rd, 489-1022 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 
453-1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 
10338-81 Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 
423-HALO 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 
Calahoo Rd, Spruce 
Grove, 962-8995 


IRON HORSE 8101 
Gateway Blvd, 438-1907 


J.J.’S 13160-118 Ave, 
489-7462 


J AND R BAR AND 
GRILL 4003-106 St, 436- 
4403 


JEFFREY’S CAFE AND 
WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 
451-8890 


KROBAR 10551-82 Ave, 
upstairs, 916-1557 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 
St, 481-2786 


LONGRIDERS 11733-78 
St, 479-7488 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
10345-105 St, 484-2211 


itey Houston (Lyle 
Bell) 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS Djs; 
Reggae, ska 


LIVE MUSIC 
ER 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Open mic; 8pm 


BLACK DOG 
FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch 


BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL Wednesday night 
jams hosted by Randy |. 
Martin and Danita Lynn; 
7-l1ipm 

CANADIAN LEGION 
Open stage hosted by 
Dino Dominelli Hot Five; 
9pm-midnight; no cover 


O'BYRNE'S Chris 


| Wynters and friends; 
| 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass 
jam; 7:30pm 
ROSSDALE 

| COMMUNITY HALL 
Little Flower open stage 
| hosted by Brian Gregg; 
8pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Connors Road; 8pm; $6 
(door) —* 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Section A, Perfect Blue 


| 


$5 

VICTORY LOUNGE 
Victory Jam; Bramwell, 
The Leftovers; $5/no 
cover for musicians 


| 
| 


BERNARD SNELL 
| AUDITORIUM Hear's to 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10025-101 St, 
468-4964 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108- 
90 Ave, 490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 Jasper 
Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, down- 
stairs, 413-4578 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 
Ave, 414-6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544- 
82 Ave, 437-7699 


PEPPERS Westmount 
Shopping Centre, 111 
Ave, 135 St, 451-8022 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
10860-5S7 Ave, 434-5997 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
HALL 10425 University 
Ave, 433-3545/477- 
1586/420-1757 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
9261-34 Ave, 438-8878 


RED STAR 10534 Jasper 
Ave, 428-0825 


RENDEZVOUS 10108- 
149 St, 444-1822 


REXALL PLACE 7424- 
118 Ave, Northlands 
Park, 451-8000 


THE ROOST 10345-104 
St, 426-3150 
ROSEBOWL 10111-1117 
St, 482-2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 
10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 


| 


URBAN LOUNGE Bump; 


CLASSICAL 


i ‘Your Health: Martin 


Riseley (violin), Allene 
Hackleman (French 
horn), Jacques Després 
(piano); 5pm; free 
McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Music 
Wednesdays At Noon: 
Nelli Peruch and Sylvia 
Shadick Taylor (accordion 
and piano); 12:10- 
12:50pm; free 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Wild Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/breaks 
with Tripswitch and 
guests 

BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE Glitter Gulch 


with DJ Buster Friendly; 
no cover 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Dj} Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Mix Tape Bar Star 
College Nite with Dj 


| Rock ’n’ Rogers 


LE GLOBE Dj Moreno 


GUILTY MARTINI Dj 
Sunny 


NEW CITY LIKWID 


Glam, punk, metal with 
Skinny J, }] Frenchy 


Funk, disco, soul with 
Junior Brown 


THE ROOST Amateur 


Strip: Weena Luy, Sticky 
Vicky with D} Alvaro; $1 


ber) P 
SEEDY’S DJ night 
SIDETRACK CAFE 
Revolving Mystery with 
guest Dj 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Blue Velvet: Urban elec- 


tronica with Derelict and 
Soulus 


WUNDERBAR 
HOFBRAUHAUS 
Hardcore DJs 
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ROSSLYN INN 13620-97 
St, 476-6241 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St, 
421-0992 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
10333-112 St, 421-1326 


STANDARD 6107-104 
St, 438-2582 


STARLITE ROOM 
10030-102 St, 451-8000 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
201, 10368-82 Ave, 437- 
2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
11012 Jasper Ave, 420- 
0448 


TICKETMASTER 451- 
8000 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 3 
Sir Winston Churchill 
Square, 420-1757 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111- 
105 St, 439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 
10041-170 St, 930-4222 


VICTORY LOUNGE 
10030-102 St (down- 
stairs), 428-1099 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq, 
428-1414 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS 8120-101 
St, 436-2286 


X-WRECKS 10143-50 St, 
466-8069 


LOUNGE New City Dolls: 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: 


(member)/$4 (non-mem- 


SOUTHSIDE'S BEST LIVE VENUE 
Bi11-1005T » 4d8- 


BHEGK OUT URBANLOUNGE.NET FOR THFORMATION 6 VIP TREATMENT 


ROCK: PAPER SCISSORS ¢ 
TOURNAMENT THURSDAY NIGHTS 


whe Cl 


EVERY Teese 


GAVARID 


* 
) BANCING LESSONS START AT BPM 
G $3.75 BOTTLES OF A MARCA RAVER 


GRAND OPENING FEATURE: 25% %o , off food ment menu 


FEATURES: 


ImportWednesdays 
Ml imports bottles at domestit price 


Chicken, Pork or Beef $1 cach 


2 Off Martinis a 


and food e peri nce 


Satay Wednesdays 


Whyte Saturday Hospitality House 


aay . 
Vanilla and Liquid Party Sunday 
Whytecocktails are featured wt 


-SUNDAY 
HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY FROM 3-8PM 


HIGHBALLS & DOMESTIC BEER $3.25 
HOUSE WINE $3.75 


Dirty Friday 
"The Dirty One" stil 
is featured far S 


GREAT FRIENDS, GREAT MUSIC, GREAT FooD 


10544- B2 AVE. aa 


Prt 437- 7699 
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Bill Hicks Live (DVD) 
Sid & Nancy = 
The Filth & The Fury “~~" 


The Blues Brothers 
Only the Strong Survive 


UHF Cs 
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almost as stunned when Ashlee 
Simpson was caught lip-synching on 
Saturday Night Live, which is decided- 
ly awesome because apparently no 
one’s noticed all the other pop tarts 
have been doing that for years. Milli 
Vanilli weren’t frauds; they were 
prophets. 

4. Jacko Case Dismissed... 
Just Kidding! 

This year, people like Courtney 
Love and Michael Jackson spent 
more time in the courtroom than the 
studio. The paparazzi were all over 
the refined Ms. Love as we watched 
her go to trial for a number of bad- 
girl antics: she allegedly doused an 
ex-boyfriend's friend with Red Label, 
threw a bottle at her head and then 
tried to set her on fire; she was sued 
by an airline company for not pay- 


ing a $50,000 tab; she was arrested 
for hitting a fan in the face with a 
microphone stand; and faced a few 
drug possession charges in her spare 
time. And while it was kind of enter- 
taining to watch Courtney show up 
to court looking a bit like Keith 
Richards in varying stages of decay, it 
was less amusing to see Michael Jack- 
son facing criminal charges involv- 
ing little kids, Jesus juice and 
“sleepovers.” But, hey, there’s no 
such thing as bad press. Right, R. 
Kelly? 

5. BMG and Sony Sitting in a 
Tree, K-I-S-S-I-N-G 

This year, two of the five remain- 
ing major labels (BMG and Sony) 
merged to create the second-largest 
music brand in the world, falling 
behind only Universal, which has a 
25.9 per cent market share compared 
to Sony BMG’s 25.2 per cent. Three 
years ago, Warner and EMI attempt- 
ed to merge, but the EU blocked the 


move. Impala, a European trade 
organization that represents more 
than 2,500 smaller labels, was among 
the loudest voices opposing the deal. 
The watchdogs made a case that 80 
per cent of the global music market 
is now controlled by four companies: 
Sony BMG, Warner, EMI and Univer- 
sal. On December 3, Impala, which 
was also a key player in keeping the 
Warner/EMI merger from happening, 
launched an appeal asking that the 
decision to allow the companies to 
merge be annulled. “This window of 
market access for the indies gets 
smaller and smaller and we will all 
be forced to release less music and 
experiment less to try and keep their 
turnover,” Impala board member 
and CEO of Stud!o K7 Horst Weiden- 
miiller said in a written statement. 
“This is poison for the key role of 
indies to introduce consumers to the 
music of tomorrow and fosters a 
Coke/Pepsi-style music market.” © 
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RAYGUN COWBOYS 
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omposer/arranger 
Willi Zwozdesky 
helps the ESO 
celebrate a 
Ukrainian Christmas 


By JERRY OZIPKO 


his year, Ukrainian Christmas 
falls on January 7, and in honour 
of that event, the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra is presenting a 
special Ukrainian Christmas Celebra- 
tion. Among the 
special guests will 
be the Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers, 
the Ukrainian Male Chorus and the 
Dnipro Choir, as well as local jazz 
pianist John Stetch and soprano 
Svetlana Sech. 

At least 13 per cent of Edmon- 
ton’s metropolitan area population 
is of Ukrainian ethnic origin, so this 
concert will be of special interest to 
many in our city. Anne-Marie Petrov, 
who produced this concert, used to 
do the same sort of work with the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 
before moving to Edmonton. But 
she doesn’t take sole credit for its 
organization, however—she received 
a lot of assistance from the local 


SHOW FROM 8PM - MIDNIGHT * DJ MICK SLEEPER - T2AM TO CLOSE * 10333-T12ST * 4211326 * WWW.SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 
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Ukrainian community. “Certainly 

ndrew Hladishevsky [who is the 
host for the evening] has had a big 
hand in helping get it off the 
ground,” she explains, “but then, so 
has the choir director of the Dnipro 
Choir, Maria Dytyniak. Every artist 
has really contributed in a sense, 
because this program really repre- 
sents such a wide variety of people 
and music.” 

Petrov feels that one of the high- 
lights of the evening will be the 
combined children’s choirs, who will 
perform three traditional Ukrainian 
carols with the orchestra. “They’ve 
been working real- 
ly hard,” she says. 
“Most of them 
have never sung 
with the orchestra, and both the 
Catholic School Board and Public 
School Boards are represented here. ” 


ALSO PLAYING a very important 
role in the concert is freelance com- 
poser and arranger Willi Zwozdesky, 
the younger brother of Alberta MLA 
Eugene Zwozdesky, who’s been 
spending the better part of the last 
couple of months in his Vancouver 
apartment orchestrating portions of 
his Malanka Suite, which was origi- 
nally composed for choir alone. 
“When Taras Uzwyshyn passed 
away,” Zwozdesky explains, “his 


Sm 
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family and friends passed the plate 
and decided that they would like to 
commission some enduring music in 
his name because he used to sing in 
the Ukrainian Men's Choir. There 
was a committee struck, and they 
decided to do a variety of projects, of 
which the Malanka Suite was one.... 
It was [originally] an a cappella suite 
for men’s chorus. That adds some 
really nice challenges to it because I 


Come over 
prizes 
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tried to make the soundscape varied 
even with the a cappella singing. 
There's a little bit of body percussion 
that the choir has to do; they have 
some foot stomps, and they jingle 
some keys. 

“It’s a New Year's thing,” he con- 
tinues. “There’s a whole body of 
what are called ‘luck’ songs or was- 
sail; this would be sort of like the 
British equivalent of just wishing 


people good cheer and goodwill 
They're very secular pieces and have 
nothing to do with Christmas at all 
It’s the sense of going door to door 
and wishing people well.” ® 


UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATION 

Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by Claude Lapalme « 
Winspear Centre e Sat, Jan 8 
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Funeral pyre 


The Arcade Fire dominates our staff’s list of 2004’s hottest CDs 


By VUE STAFF 


CHRIS BOUTET (news editor) 

1. Wilco, A Ghost Is Born 
Fragile, boppy and obsessed with the 
dynamics of exhaustive repetition. It’s 
brilliant, but not for people who like 
their songs to clock in under seven 
minutes and, you know, “do things.” 

2. Stars, Set Yourself on Fire 

How dead inside do you have to 
be to not be totally swept away by 
this Montreal band’s touchingly sin- 
cere songs about feelings? 

3. The Arcade Fire, Funeral 

Smart, vivid, achingly beautiful 
fiction masquerading as rock. 

4. Modest Mouse, Good News 
for People Who Love Bad News 

Some fans turned their noses up 
in disgust at the album’s relatively 
universal appeal, but it’s hard to 
deny that this is by far the group’s 
most consistent and even effort to 
date. Plus, “Black Cadillacs” rocks. 

5. Say Anything... 

.._Is a Real Boy A horribly 
guilty pleasure of mine for the past 
five months, this is some of the 
smartest and best written pop-punk 
to come out of California in years. 


ND FLOOR® 10368 WHYTE WE, 


_ STARDUST: GREAT 
AMERICAN SONGBOOK 


8) NEIL YOUNG 
GREATEST HITS 
9) GEORGE STRAIT 
50 NUMBER ONES(2CD) 
10) NORAH JONES 
FEELS LIKE HOME 


1) LORD OF THE RINGS: 
nerunw or rae xn) 1 FAVGHBALL THURSDAYS! 
> $1 HIGHBALLS UNTIL (1PM! 
Barner naw 2 TOP 40 PhD AS 
(2DVD) 
2 ime | | 
aaseenLLae Ia 7 JUGS OF DRAFT EVERY MIGHT UTIL 10 
scree) poten 
cmon) FG $90 GIFT CERTIFICATE § 
ao) DODGEBALL a VALID FOR YOU AND A GUEST BEFORE (0PM. LIMIT ONE PER PERSON. 
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ROSS MOROZ (music writer) 

1. The Libertines, The Lib- 
ertines 

Sex, drugs, rock ’n’ roll and dirty 
hair. Totally awesome. 

2. Kasabian, Kasabian 

Completely derivative but entire- 
ly original, and the video for “Club 
Foot” (shot at an abandoned Soviet 
military base) is creepy as hell. 
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3. Q and Not U, Power 

Lots of bad rock bands bought 
synthesizers this year, and most still 
really suck. Q and Not U, however, 
use the synth not as a gimmick but 
as a fully realized instrument. The 
Killers, please take note. 

4. Interpol, Antics 

Not the commercial break- 
through some had hoped for, but 
still a great album whose gloominess 
is a nice counterbalance to the pop- 
pier fare offered by other New York 
“it” bands. If the Strokes are the Bea- 
tles, Interpol are the Stones. 

5. Beastie Boys, To the 5 Bor- 
oughs 

So it’s not as good as Hello Nasty. 
So what? Nothing is as good as Hello 
Nasty. To the 5 Boroughs is as good as 
anything the Beasties have ever 
done. Well, except Hello Nasty. 


STEVEN SANDOR (music 
writer) 

1. Mclusky, The Difference 
Between You and Me Is That I'm 
Not on Fire 

These Welsh punk madmen 


ist= 


recordsacds 


panopticon LP 
isis 


top 10 sellers 


01. nothing's lost styrofoam 
02..funeral arcade fire 

03. the tigers have spoken neko case 
04. free for all no hands 

05. bromance/the chant d.v.4.s. 


return with an album that'll make 
you laugh just as much as you'll 
want to raise your fist and yell. The 
world’s most perfect punk band, 

2. Woven Hand, Consider the 
Birds 

Part Nick Cave, part Palace 
Brothers, this is a country album 
that darkly embraces technology. 
Gospel music for people who don’t 
believe in God. 

3. Sons and Daughters, Love 
the Cup 

In a world that craves minimalist 
rock, these Scots take the cake. Their 
rocker “Johnny Cash” is the single of 
the year. 

4. Wolf Eyes, Burned Mind 

Keyboards groan. Chainsaws roar. 
Someone screams like he’s being 


‘murdered. What electronic music 


should be, you dancefloor pussies. 
5. Album Leaf, In a Safe Place 
The exact opposite of Wolf Eyes. 
Electronic music that is soothing 
and beautiful. As spiritually uplifting 
an album as you'll ever hear. 


HEATHER ADLER (music 
editor) 

1. VAST, Nude A combination 
of rock, industrial, classical and elec- 
tronic, VAST makes me want to 
scream, cry, adopt kittens and paint 
my nails black all at the same time. 

2. The Dresden Dolls, The 
Dresden Dolls 

It’s a Gothy cabaret that sounds 
like the soundtrack to someone going 
crazy. Songs about slit wrists never 
sounded as good as these dramatic, 
crashing piano-and-drum tracks. 

3. Stars, Set Yourself on Fire 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


06. thunder, lightning, strike go team 
07. give up postal service 

08. dfa compilation #2 v/a 

09. the doldrums ariel pink’s... 

10. gnayse bola 
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Der Maur mastodon trum i 

: peting hellfire while 
She pounded bass for Hole and jumping on the devil’s Stradivarius 
Smashing Pumpkins, now Canada’s collection. Except, you know, in an 


foxiest songstress has gone solo with _excitingly rad way. 


live at reds 


Hold me. and a drum-kit between 
4. Melissa Auf Der Maur, Auf some sort of discoid tae dunk 
sexy results. 3. Fran 
fg. The Killers, Hot Fuss Pete z Ferdinand, Franz 
She is best fake British After the 257 millionth radio . 
accents in all of Vegas, and “Some- spin of “Take Me Out,” Fran i- ai 
body Told Me” almost makes me__nand still feels as sib tates > ine A 5 ist er ocean 
want to dress like a mod and dance as when you pre-ordered the CD at e f t he n ew Vv a i n 
on tables. Almost. the command of your skinny-tie- ne] ay 
wearing rock-snob chum. oA « neeva h 
CHAD HUCULAK (music 4. Sondre Lerche, Two Way hy = 
writer) Monologue G4 eM doors 8D 
1. Arcade Fire, Funeral Equal parts Rufus Wainwright i & 34 - ) a 
If every good review this Canadi- and Burt Bacharach (with the odd , 4 chee 
an debut album received spurred 30 melodic nod to the Beatles) Lerche § 
people to buy the CD, then Funeral writes sweetly simple melancholy ~ SR yS 
would be the indie scene’s Rumours. _ songs that could be the perfect wist- : é ‘a mat a travesty 
2. The Elected, Me First ful soundtrack for anything from a i GI me 
Blake Sennett of Rilo Kiley’s side cocktail lounge to a beach blanket " LIBER TINE uo} >> apac he B ont © se 
project put out their first album in _ bingo party. i a wa = fy Hi 7 
2004, and it made many wonder 5. Stars, Set Yourself on Fire Ww ‘ Ls | w reframed / crow 
why he didn’t go full-time with it. Just when there were too many a S| 
Me First swirls with beautiful indie- songs written about love lost, along A doors 8pm 
pop, country and laptop tinkerings. comes Stars to make the pedestrian « a $4 cover 
3. Wilco, A Ghost Is Born ethereal with eloquent lyrics, eerie n 
“nelly from the book of Crazy yet winsome vocals and buoyant = 
Horse will always get Wilco a free _string/synth/keyboard arrangements. = ns ow 
hall pass in my school of rock. This Romantic misery should aways be feo Biciken) a t en S ec O nd epic h 
; album fills in those quiet moments _ this beautiful. as a b . b 
of Yankee Hotel Foxtrot with feedback. d i'd p h 
_ 4, TV on the Radio, Desper- DAVE BERRY (music writer) mH rive une 
ate Youth, Bloodthirsty Babes 1. K-0S, Joyful Rebellion Pim with guests a 
Eclectic without being disjointed, The best hip-hop you'll hear on = 3 = 2 2 
Desperate Youth is difficult to the radio. Why can’t more rappers be Oy omg COOTs 7pm Ses 
| describe: it’s doo-wop, electronica, _ this intelligent and this catchy? 8 38 advance / $1) door i 
"guitar droning and brilliant. 2. RJD2, Since We Last Spoke im tix on sale at red's and ticketmaster) 
| 5. Franz Ferdinand, Franz Hip-hop genre bending done 
Ferdinand right by the best turntablist since DJ 
Scots make rock fun again. Sin. edmo nto nm all 48] -6429 
3. Run Chico Run, Shashbo 
: LEAH COLLINS (music writer) Overshadowed by others in a 
1. The Arcade Fire, Funeral banner year for Canadian music, this 
. With a fist-pumping heartbeat, _ is one of the most distinctive albums 
orchestral arrangements, aching vocals to emerge from any country fora 


and disco beats that make you want to _ long time, and boasts the best open- 

dance even though your heart is break- _ ing song of any record this year. 

ing, this is a hopeful rock celebration 4. Madvillain, Madvillainy 

that could wake the dead. Takes a few listens to get into it, 
2. Death From Above 1979, _ but it’s one of the most layered, sub- 

You're a Woman, I'm a Machine _ tie and brilliant hip-hop albums of 
DFA1979’s brand of noise/hate- _ the last several years. 

rock gives the impression the album 5. The Arcade Fire, Funeral 

wasn’t the product of two Montreal- If you don’t like this album, some- 

ers with nothing more than a bass __ thing is drastically wrong with you. O 


FIRST TIME IN ALBERTA! SUBTERRANEAN SOUND & THE UNION PRESENT 


‘O08 Jasper Ave. 
479-7582 for info~ 


SANUARY 15,2005 - THE STARLITE ROOM - EDMONTON, AB 


TICKETS: 518 ADVANCE MORE AT THE DOOR - ADVANCE TICK ETS AVAILABLE AT: FOOSH, SOULAR, 


BLACKBYRD, LISTEN, UNDERGROUND (WEM1, VICT 
ORS AT S:00 PM - THE STARLI 


ORY LOUNGE, PHONICS [CALGARY] 
TE ROOM: 10030-102ST. EDMONTON, AB 
I SISO I OE ALE TESTED 


18+ LICENSED EVENT - DO 


i ~ J PROGRESSION SsESSIONS WORLD TOUR 
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YOU ASKED FOR THEM EDMONTON... 
NOW HERE THEY ARE! 


MOTLEY CRUE 


t ; a as \ 


Tommy Mick VINCE Nikki 
Lee Mars New Sixx 


Better LIVE THAN DEAD 


SATURDAY APRIL 2 
REXALL PLACE 


ON SALE SATURDAY 
AT 9:30AM 


, ticketmastefca 
=o CHARGE BY PHONE 451-8000 
STORES ist" TICKETS START AT $29.50 + S/C 
FOR FAN CLUB AND TICKETING INFORMATION, WWW.MOTLEYCRUE.COM 


MOTLEY CRUE 
“RED, WHITE 
AND CRUE” 
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Dying on the Vines 


You let me down in 
2004, Craig 
Nicholls. You really 
let me down 


By CHAD HUCULAK 


your favourite musician is des- 
tined to disappoint you. Some- 
times an artist will fail to produce a 
worthy follow-up to an album that 
you just couldn’t take off your iPod 
playlist, and sometimes they'll put 
out an album so bad VH1 won’t 
even try to reunite them in 20 years’ 
time. It’s in that 
spirit that we 
pooh-pooh not the 
worst albums of Mam 
the year—it’s too easy to dis all the 
Ashlee Simpsons of the world—but 
the most disappointing releases of 
2004. For shame, Courtney Love. For 
shame. 


mies like your significant other, 


1. The Vines, Winning Days 

You can pretend you ignored the 
Vines’ breakthrough single “Get 
Free,” but it was still undeniably 
catchy. Frontman Craig Nicholls was 
bragging that their next album was 
going to be a sprawling, psychedelic 


masterpiece, but instead he put out 
this limp, bargain-bin find. 

2. Beastie Boys, To the 5 Bor- 
oughs 

Six long years of waiting for this? 
Up until Boroughs, each Beastie 
album was at least a step in some 
new direction, but this time, they 
stripped back their music and relied 
too heavily on their MC skills, which 
made this disc stumble. 

3. R.E.M., Around the Sun 

R.E.M. has been on a steady 
decline for almost 10 years, and 
Around the Sun just proves they just 
don’t care anymore. 

4. The Mooney Suzuki, Alive 
and Amplified 

Blaming the Avril hitmaking 
writing team the Matrix for this 
travesty would be too easy. Not 
everyone may be a fan of the Suzu- 
ki’s balls-out rock, but this time 
around they put their cocks back in 
their pants and rocked about as 
hard as a suburban mom. 

5. Courtney Love, America’s 
Sweetheart 


press to make some sort of dent in 
the music world with her debut solo 
album, but she blew it bad when it 
came time to actually listen to it. 
Perhaps those rumours of her former 
Hole bandmate Melissa Auf Der 
Maur’s solo debut selling more than 
Love's are true. 
6. The Cure, The Cure 
A whole new generation was set 
to discover the Cure with their 13th 
album, but by choosing nii-metal 
producer Ross Robinson, they 
ensured their album would sound 
like a parody of former Cure high- 
lights cranked out by a Goth factory. 
7. The Prodigy, Always Out- 
numbered, Never Outgunned 
When Liam Howlett released 
“Baby’s Got a Tem- 
per” as a teaser to 
the follow-up of 
the massive Fat of 
the Land, a deafening silence was 
heard through out the world. It was 
almost as if your father announced 
he was quitting his job to become a 
Vegas dancer—you smiled awkward- 
ly and prayed the whole phase 
would soon be over. Always Oufnum- 
bered finally appeared and proved 
how dead techno really was. 
8. The Datsuns, Outta 
Sight/Outta Mind 
Boy, thanks to a plethora of 
lousy sophomore albums like this 


one, that garage-rock bubble sure did 
burst quickly. Not even using John 
Paul Jones as a gimmicky producer 
was able to turn Outta Sight/Outta 
Mind into anything more than 
sludge rock. 

9. Interpol, Antics 

Not a horrible album by any 
means, but still a weak follow-up to 
Tum on the Bright Lights. Some bands 
would kill to have an album this 
solid, but Antics lacks the emotion 
and moodiness that made Interpol 
such a hyped band. 

10. Neil Young, Greatest Hits 

This is a complicated inclusion 
on the list. A single-disc retrospec- 
tive of Young’s hits is something 
everyone should own, but for the 
serious Neil Young fan, Greatest Hits 
offers nothing. It shuns the stan- 
dard practice of including one or 
two new songs, there’s no bonus 
disc of b-sides or live recordings 
and the bonus DVD just includes 
the horrible Michael Moore 
“Rockin’ in the Free World” music 
video and DVD-Audio remixes of 
the same songs. © 


is dominated by two types of 
films: love stories and stories in 
with their aggressively nerdy 
id neurotic heroes. And many of 
my selections combine those two ele- 
ments into a single glorious, aggres- 
siv ly nerdy and romantic package! 
But maybe that shouldn’t be surpris- 
ing; after all, isn’t going to the 
-movies—sitting in the dark and 
‘watching beautiful, larger-than-life 

yures flit across the screen—a pas- 
time uniquely designed to appeal to 
nerds and romantics alike? 

Anyway, here are the 10 movies 
that touched my deeply nerdy, 
deeply romantic soul the most over 
the last 12 months. 


1. Before Sunset 

As I sat in the theatre watching 
Richard Linklater’s deceptively sim- 
ple sequel to his 1995 gem Before 
Sunrise, my delight at seeing Ethan 
Hawke and Julie Delpy reunite, 
catch up on the last 10 years of their 
lives and dangle the possibility of 
falling in love with each other all 
over again was disturbed only by my 
trepidation over whether Linklater 
would be able to find a satisfying 
conclusion to their story. How 
wrong I was! As the film’s final 
image faded to black, I heard a 
sound that I’ve never heard before in 
a movie theatre: an audience audibly 
sighing with pleasure at the sheer 


Before tate 


perfection of a film’s ending. 

2. The Same River Twice 

Supposedly, 2004 was the year of 
the documentary, and while several 
high-profile, muckraking left-wing 
docs hit the big screen (Fahrenheit 
9/11, Super Size Me, Control Room and 
Outfoxed were just the tip of the ice- 
berg), this quiet, non-judgmental, 
deeply humanistic film by Robb 
Moss affected me and provoked my 
imagination more than any of them. 
Think of it as a documentary version 
of Before Sunset: in 1978, Moss filmed 
a group of hedonistic, idealistic, 
half-naked hippies as they took a 
rafting trip up the Colorado River; 
now he revisits them 25 years later 
to see what became of them all. 

3. Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind 

Music video genius Michel 
Gondry and envelope-pushing 
screenwriter Charlie Kaufman 
achieve the creative synthesis that 
eluded them a couple of years ago 
with Human Nature with this playful, 
sophisticated, sad yet ultimately 
hopeful film about the intricacies of 
the human brain and the illogic of 
the human heart. Jim Carrey cries, 
Kirsten Dunst recites poetry and 
Mark Ruffalo dances around in his 
underwear. 

4. The Dreamers 

North American moviegoers 
once again revealed their essential 
puritanism in their obvious discom- 
fort with Bernardo Bertolucci’s sen- 
sual indoor epic, a rapturous yet 
skeptical ode to the beauty, the pas- 
sion and the solipsism of youth. Fit- 
tingly, this tribute to the 
intoxicating allure of movies bears a 
title that could apply to virtually 
every other movie ever made. 

§. I Heart Huckabees 

Perhaps the year’s most critically 


eae 
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divisive film short of The Passion of 
the Christ, David O. Russell's “exis- 
tential comedy” risks sliding into 
incoherence with each plot twist, 
each wordy speech about the inter- 
connectedness of all things and each 
unpredictable outbreak of lovemak- 
ing, slapstick or both. But even 
when the film’s themes seem about 


to jump the tracks, Russell's antic 
comic spirit, the breezy perfor- 
mances from his cast (especially 
Dustin Hoffman and Lily Tomlin 
and husband-and-wife detectives) 
and his anything-goes approach to 
moviemaking make you happy to 
ride the film out to its conclusion. 

6, Demonlover 

I have a hunch that in a few 
years, Olivier Assayas’s Cronenber- 
gian corporate thriller (starring Con- 
nie Nielsen as an industrial spy 
caught up in a battle for control of 
an internet sex site) will seem like 
one of this decade’s most important 
and prescient films. Nielsen begins 
the film in a first-class airplane cabin 
and ends it in a dungeon, and her 


A Spotless record 


Amnesia-ridden 

romantic comedy 
was 2004’s most 
unforgettable film 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


great directorial debuts and, at © 


A=: of moody, unsettling films, 


ast, some complex female charac- 
ters. I could only whittle my list down 
to the 12 best—one for each month: 


Eternal Sunshine of the Spot- 
less Mind 

This film captures the fleeting, 
surreal power of memory so well 
that it virtually engraves a sense of 
wistfulness onto celluloid. A con- 
stantly inventive look at the messi- 
ness of a serious relationship, built 


on the marriage of Charlie Kauf- 
man’s best script and Michel 
Gondry’s expert direction. Zany 
comic moments abound and, among 
the raggedly exuberant characters, 
Kate Winslet’s scatterbrained 
Clementine shines. 

Bad Education 

The jewel of EIFF this year, Bad 
Education gorgeously expresses Pedro 
Almodévar’s passion for film. The 
Spanish auteur’s labyrinthine thriller, 
within its dark corners and shadowy 
images, weaves a web of profound 
parallels and multiple meanings. 
Choral singing, campy drag queens, 
gay Hitchcockian triangles, hustlers, 
tricksters and fakers, sexual abuse in a 
Catholic boys’ school, and stories 
within stories: this Almodé6noir is a 
dazzling cinematic hall of mirrors. 

The Return 

An ominous mood piece a la 
Lynne Ramsay or Terrence Malick. 


Alexei Zvyagintsev’'s first film— 
about a harsh father who suddenly 
reappears to take his sons on a week- 
long trip—is, I think, a metaphor for 
Russians’ perverse enchantment 
with iron-fisted authority. A poetic 
work whose bewitching atmosphere 
held me and didn’t let go for days. 

Distant 

Nuri Bilge Ceylan’s languid (and 


probably too slow for most) drama” 
about male loneliness. This beauti- 
fully shot story of a villager who 
comes to stay with his uptight, 
recently divorced cousin in Istanbul 
has moments of gentle humour 
mixed with melancholy glimpses at 
two men yearning for human con- 
nection. A hushed film whose subtle 
power lingers. 


strange, perplexing journey is the 
stuff of 21st-century nightmares. 

7. Napoleon Dynamite 

With this deadpan examination 
of the life of a nearsighted, incredi- 
bly tactless teenaged nerd with a 
bushy head of hair, a contemptuous 
sneer for nearly all of his classmates 
and an unexpected talent for hip- 
hop dancing, director Jared Hess did- 
n’t just make the funniest movie of 
the year; he invented a fresh comic 
style—equal parts Wes Anderson, 
Errol Morris and early Jim Jarmusch. 

8. The Company 

Robert Altman’s behind-the- 
scenes account of a typical season 
for Chicago's Joffrey Ballet troupe 
confounded some viewers and critics 
with its almost total lack of a plot or 
even (despite the presence of Neve 
Campbell and Malcolm McDowell) a 
main character. But there is a main 
character—the collective main char- 
acter that gives the film its title. The 
Company is heartening proof that 
even at the age of 80, Robert Altman 
is still inventing new ways of telling 
stories on film. 

9. Kinsey 

The biopic is such a difficult form 
that even Martin Scorsese struggles to 


Vera Drake 

In much-needed contrast to the 
upper-class settings of Hollywood 
movies, Mike Leigh offers us another 
story of everyday working folk. This 
portrait of a postwar London family 
is lovingly detailed, and Imelda 
Staunton’s wrenching performance 
as the quietly compassionate back- 
room abortionist Vera makes it 
almost unbearable to watch her 
break down when she’s arrested. 

Maria Full of Grace/Since 
Otar Left... 

Both of these debuts feature won- 
derful acting from a mostly female 
cast, feisty young protagonists and 
similar endings. Joshua Marston's 
story of a Colombian teenager who 
becomes a drug mule snowballs into 
a tense, powerful film about betrayal, 
self-sacrifice and secrecy. Part Loach, 
part Dardenne brothers, but in the 
end wholly original. Julie Bertuccel- 
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make it work—just take a look at the 
sweat he raises in The Aviator. But Bill 
Condon’s look at the life of entomol- 
ogist-turned-bestselling sex researcher 
Alfred Kinsey makes the genre look 
easy; Kinsey expertly evokes an era 
that’s commonly referred to as “inno- 
cent” but which in fact would be 
more accurately described as “danget® 
ously ignorant and repressed”—and 
cogently explains how one man... 
well, deflowered it. 

10. Cowards Bend the Knee 

The Saddest Music in the World got 
all the attention last year, but Guy 
Maddin’s true masterpiece was this 
delirious, ruthlessly self-lacerating 
tale of a Winnipeg hockey player 
named Guy Maddin who gets his 
girlfriend pregnant, pressures her 
into having an abortion—and then 
starts flirting with a beautiful nurse 
right there in the operating room while 
the abortion is still going on. Filmed in 
Maddin’s distinctively ragged, old- 
fashioned style, Cowards looks like 
either one of the best films of 2004 
or the strangest movie of 1928. 

RUNNERS-UP: Camp, Cremaster 
3, My Architect, Ripley’s Game, Shat- 
tered Glass, Sideways, A Very Long 
Engagement O 


li’s film weaves together the strands 
of three generations in Georgia as 
daughter and granddaughter try to 
hide a dark truth from the fies 
grandmother. A lovingly filmed, 
Kieslowski-like debut. 

Touching the Void 

A riveting docudrama about a 
disastrous 1985 Andean climb. 
Mountaineer Joe Simpson, his leg 
broken in the descent, had his rope 
cut by partner Simon Yates in a 
snowstorm and was left for dead. 
Kevin Macdonald’s film makes Simp- 
son’s painful, unfathomable 
odyssey—after he miraculously got 
out of a crevasse and crawled for 
days down the mountainside—excri- 
ciatingly palpable. A dizzying film 
that plumbs the depths of human 
stamina and determination in the 
face of abandonment and death. 


SEE PAGE 40 
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Coffee, Fog and Sunshine 


My list of 2004's best 
films is full of road 
trips, romances, 
wine and caffeine 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ile numerous notable 2004 
We: have yet to grace Edmon- 
ton screens, it was nonetheless 
a year of considerable diversity, some 
more forcefully publicized releases of 
foreign and documentary (if not 
Canadian) films and a varied assort- 
ment of good independents were 
able to compensate for an especially 
bad year for MOR blockbusters. 
Here’s my list of which ones | 
thought were particular standouts. 


Before Sunset/Eternal Sun- 
shine of the Spotless Mind 
Either of these could be candi- 
wdates for the most simultaneously 
truthful and imaginative love stories 
committed to celluloid. But despite 
the dazzling depiction of everyday 
amour fou on multiple levels of exis- 
tence in Michel Gondry’s brilliantly 
primitivist realization of Charlie Kauf- 
man’s script, I’ll confess that Richard 
Linklater’s Before Sunset made the 
deeper impression on me, with co- 
writers Ethan Hawke and Julie Delpy 
revisiting their roles from Before Sun- 
rise, but enriching them immensely 
with nine years of maturity, frustra- 
tion and disappointment behind 
them while keeping the tenderest 
flesh of their hearts intact. This is a 
gumple but emotionally precise little 
film, and the final moments of Delpy 
impersonating the late Nina Simone’s 
shuffling behind are just exquisite. 
Coffee and Cigarettes 
Perhaps this anthology, with its 
fetishization of greasy spoons, filthy 
ashtrays, stained coffee cups and 
other diner paraphernalia, might 
seem too slight a choice, but the 11 
short films that make up Coffee and 
Cigarettes give me a great deal of 
meditative pleasure. They’re so loose 
that they feel ready to slide off in 
any direction, yet they all 
remain whirling within a 
dight thematic and visual 
landscape rich in subtle 
wit, cheeky philosophiz- 
ing and spontaneous 
charm. Jim Jarmusch pares 
down his unique brand of 
organic minimalism to its 
bare essentials here, fusing 
the simplest of conflicts 
with the joy of conversa- 
tion and fine perfor- 
mances from the likes of 
Bill Murray, Steve Coogan 
Alfred Molina and, in the 
&1lm's surprisingly haunt- 
ing final piece, Taylor 
Mead and Bill Rice. 
The Blind Swords- 
man: Zatoichi 
Jarmusch’s Japanese 
kindred spirit Takeshi 


Kitano contributed heartily to the 
current fascination with updating 
Asian action genres with his spin on 
Japan’s most familiar hero. Kitano’s 
blurs his subversive approach to the 
Zatéichi series with homage and 
infuses it with his singular mystery 
and trademark deadpan humour. He 
also supplies painterly action scenes 
while questioning the character's 
invincibility, and in the final dance 
number confounds the film’s irony 
with an outburst of pure glee. 

Demonlover 

A perplexing, deliberately frac- 
tured but ultimately very satisfying 
crystal ball of a movie, Olivier 
Assayas's Demonlover takes its philo- 
sophical and formal cues from Don 
DeLillo novels, Radiohead records 
and David Cronenberg films, not the 
corporate espionage subgenre that 
provides it with its milieu. Swallowed 
by the subterranean violence of con- 
temporary entertainment, its heroine 


jumps between illusion and reality, 
disregarding events that would nor- 
mally compose a conventional narra- 
tive, while the film’s dreamlike 
quality assumes something disquiet- 
ingly similar to the vocabulary of 
websites, videogames and DVDs. 

The Fog of War 

Fahrenheit 9/11 may have been 
the documentary from last year to 
make the biggest impact on audi- 
ences, but I don’t believe its blend of 
impassioned protest and shaky 
reportage is anywhere near as inci- 
sive or revealing a dissection of a 
political figure as Errol Morris’s fea- 
ture-length interview with former 
U.S. Secretary of Defence Robert 
McNamara. Morris places this trou- 
bled old man alone in a room long 
enough to circle back upon himself 
and scan the breadth of his dubious 
twin careers in public safety. The Fog 
of War is an autopsy of 20th-century 
American life, a fitting companion 
piece to Robert Altman’s Secret Honor. 

The Mother 
Who'd have thought the director of 


Notting Hill would have helmed such a 
disarmingly direct study of sex, age 


* and familial disintegration? Anne Reid 


and Daniel Craig give brave, complex 
and resonant performances manifest- 
ing opposing forms of rage and disap- 
pointment, but just as memorable are 
the film’s moments of pleasure and 
abandonment. Free of moralizing, this 
quietly bold film was probably the 
worst date movie of 2004. 

The Motorcycle Diaries/Side- 
ways 

The poeticism of Walter Salles’s 
interpretation of the early life of the 
20th century’s most conflicted icon 
isn’t that of propaganda but inno- 
cence. His Guevara predates and 
lives outside of the Che known from 
a million T-shirts, giving us a por- 
trait not of an ideology but a very 
particular moment in time, in the 
youth of two wanderers and their 
crippled continent. Though a world 
away, Alexander Payne's Sideways 
shares Salles’s affection for road trips 
and the ephemeral aspects of male 
companionship. His protagonists 
witness the death cries of youth 
rather than its fullness, balancing 
the film’s side-splitting comedy with 
some sober truth. 

The Return/The Life Aquatic 
With Steve Zissou 

Though both deal with uncom- 
fortable reunions between wander- 
ing fathers and confused sons, both 
depict tumultuous journeys over 
water and both feature catalytic acci- 
dental deaths, these two films 
approach these issues in utterly dis- 
tinctive manners. Russian 
writer/director Andrei Zvyagintsev’s 
The Return, the finest debut of 2004, 
maintains tension amidst continu- 
ous ambiguity and placelessness 
while Wes Anderson’s melancholy 
comedy carefully fleshes out a 
colourful milieu in a style similar to 
the beguiling, childlike wonder of its 
predecessor, The Royal Tenenbaums. 

Is that 10 movies already? (Actu- 


ally, it’s 11.) Yet I could still mention | 


The Saddest Music in the World, Spring, 
Summer, Fall, Winter... and Spring, The 
Corporation, Maria Full of Grace and 
Kill Bill, Vol. 2.® 


Incredibly enough 


Animated 
superheroes fly to 
the top of my list of 
2004's best films 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


1. The Incredibles 

No surprise here. If people didn’t 
know who Brad Bird was after The 
Iron Giant, they 


a 
= 

sure know now. im=— 
The Incredibles is Fat] 
coe 


tour de force film- 
making, excellent on every level 
from concept to design to the perfor- 
mances to the sheer joyful realized 
ambition of it all. Funny, heartfelt, 
action-jammed: this is a movie 
doing what movies are best at: For 
cryin’ out loud if you haven’t seen it 
yet, go. Go! 

2. Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind 

Writer Charlie Kaufman (Being 
John Malkovitch, Adaptation) likes to 
dig déep and strange into the nature 
of identity and here he does it again, 
unwinding a relationship in a care- 
fully crafted lucid dream with no 
easy answers. Michel Gondry’s fluid 
direction holds together a seemingly 
unfilmable journey and pays it off at 
every turn. Essentially tied for first 
with The Incredibles, ESotSM is the 
other great film of 2004. 

3. Hero 

This one actually came out two 
years ago in Hong Kong, but it got a 
2004 North American release, so 
whatever. A story-bending fusion of 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and 


| Run Lola Run, Hero colour-co-ordi- 


nates multiple iterations of the same 
events, unpeeling lies, suppositions, 
conspiracies, pushing ever deeper 
into what it means to be a hero, all 
while delivering jaw-dropping, 


genre-defining action scenes every , 


12 minutes. Man, those Chinese 
know how to make movies! 

4. Team America: World Police 

Nobody saw this; it made a pal- 
try $30 million in theatres. And yet 
even though it lacks the South Park 
movie’s dead-on brilliance, Team 
America is required viewing, a horrif- 
ic, hilarious vision of America in the 
world refracted through puppets and 
emotion-manipulating musical cues. 
Rarely does a movie state its theme 


as explicitly as Team America, and its 
thesis of pussies, dicks and assholes, 
while wrong, is wrong in exactly the 
way America itself is wrong; histori- 
ans of any age will find no better dis- 
tillation of American culture circa 
2004 than this movie. Plus there's a 
scene where the puppets hump. 
5. Before Sunset 
Nine years ago, Richard Lin- 
klater of Slackers, Dazed and Con- 
fused and Waking Life made Before 
Sunrise, in which Ethan Hawke and 
Julie Delpy meet 
on a train, spark a 
connection and . 
spend a night 
wandering through Vienna. Fueled 
by Linklater’s perceptive writing 
and the easy charm of its leads, 
Before Sunrise is an essential roman- 
tic film. This summer, the sequel 
fluttered briefly into theatres and 
picked up the story nine years later 
with the two meeting in Paris. An 
aching look at the passage of time 
and the meaningfulness of the con- 
nections we make, Before Sunset was 
this year’s best overlooked gem. 
6. Shaun of the Dead 
Lately it feels like the zombie 
movie is becoming the ur-genre, the 
ultimate basic scenario onto which 
any filmmaker can cast his own 
ideas. Shaun of the Dead is easily the 
best zombie movie in quite a num- 
ber of years, a funny, low-key zom- 
bie-up that takes the unlikely step of 
investing its characters with life that 
goes beyond the immediacy of the 
zombie invasion. Shaun's gradual 
transition from a haze of dumped- 
by-girlfriend depression to the clarity 
of pursued-by-zombies terror is note- 
perfect and the jokes are good cuz, 
y'know, they're British. 
7. Fahrenheit 9/11 
Nobody seems to have a good 
word for Michael Moore anymore, 
but even if Fahrenheit 9/11 failed to 
unseat the Beast there’s still no ques- 
tion it’s one of the most rawly emo- 
tional films of the year, filled with 
gut-level images of hard-rockin’ 
Marines, ragdoll Iraqi children and 
an American mom sagging with 
grief. Moore did America and the 
world a public service by bringing 
attention to just a few of the frag- 
ments from this ever-growing unre- 
ported mountain of horror, so of 
course he’s not popular. 


SEE PAGE 42 
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| aang Burn! and 
yen’s Gate, two 


an be ‘wearisome to experi- 
, Gil a nteconyos s 1969 


of his more famous The Battle 
giers, but its current re-release 


nial Oppression or ae hcny 
, Burn! certainly provides 
le food to satisfy the current 
etite for cinema that sheds light 
‘on political turmoil. It also allows us 
to revisit some of the more unusual 


though, as we'll see, the power of his 
intriguing performance was severely 
compromised by the period’s ques- 
tionable aesthetic conventions. 
Burn! begins in the 1840s with 
the arrival of ambiguously motivat- 
ed British agent Sir William Walker 
(Brando) on the Caribbean island of 
Queimada (Italian for “burnt,”), 
named after the inferno set across 
the island by its Portuguese coloniz- 
ers after a squabble with the impov- 
erished natives who harvest the 
sugar cane from which the Por- 
tuguese profit handsomely. Spotting 
a potential rebel leader in a charm- 
ing, illiterate young cane-cutter 
named José Dolores (real-life illiter- 
ate cane-cutter Evaristo Marquez), 
Walker surreptitiously incites a revo- 
lution, and places Dolores at its 
helm. Yet once the violence is settled 


work of the late Marlon Brando, - 


and it becomes clear that Dolores is 
incapable of instantly converting 
himself into a functioning political 
leader, a former member of the pre- 
existing establishment resumes 
power, the consolation being that 
the new leader is at least mulatto. 
This organized uprising and redistri- 
bution of power could constitute a 
film in itself, but for Burn! this is 
only the beginning. 

That Burn! continues to blaze its 
natrative trail after this point, fur- 
ther complicating its Conrad-like 
narrative with Marxist undertones, is 
essential to the film’s authority: the 


story needs time to unravel and 
reveal its insights. However, the 
film’s running time (restored here to 
its original 132-minute version) can 
be trying. While Ennio Morricone’s 
African-inspired score is frequently 
enjoyable and Pontecorvo’s wild, 
zigzagging pans and freeze-frames 
are endearingly dated, other aspects 
of the film’s aesthetic—like the poor 
dubbing and sound effects that were 
so common to Italian productions in 
the '60s—are just frustrating. The 
loss of Brando's vocal performance is 
a particular disappointment. He 
appears to be giving a cool, reserved 
performance physically, one that 
allows us to see hints of the charac- 
ter’s intentions through his outward 
duplicity, but the Italian providing 
Walker's voice gives an incompatibly 


-burly, macho performance that 


would be annoying even if you did- 
n't already hate dubbing. 

Elements like this, along with 
the absurd brown make-up worn by 
the actors playing the mulatto char- 
acters and the film’s stumbling pace 
can sometimes make for an alterna- 
tively grating or snoozy experience. 
Nonetheless, you'll be glad you got 


through it when it's done and you 
can begin to piece together its sub- 
versive messages, its turning tides 
reflecting the zeal for occupation, 
nation-building, resource exploita- 
tion and forced ideology still at work 
in the world today. 


BURN! WAS a production plagued 
with disasters: a tropical storm 
wiped out the sets, bad weather and 
food were rampant and after a 44- 
take session, Brando began demand- 
ing they change locations. The film 
was finally re-edited and then 
dumped upon its U.S. release, 
despite the praise of influential crit- 
ics like Pauline Kael. The story of 
Burn!’s troubles, however, was 
dwarfed a decade later by film histo- 
ry’s most famous flop, Michael Cimi- 
no's Heaven's Gate, the director's 
1980 follow-up to the Oscar-winning 
The Deer Hunter, which is commonly 
credited for running United Artists 
into the ground with its ever-escalat- 
ing budget before being severely re- 
edited, savaged by critics and dying 
a swift death at the box office. 

That Heaven’s Gate has always 
been most closely associated with its 
financial catastrophe does not really 
do this singular western justice. It 
does indeed still read as an overly 
ambitious project bloated with spec- 
tacle, period detail, pageantry and 
overflowing crowds; Vilmos Zsig- 
mond’s relentlessly dusty, smoky yel- 
low photography can feel like too 
much of an aesthetic conceit; and its 
extremely languorous pacing (in one 
scene, a fiddler performs an entire 
song on roller skates, then a crowd 
roller skates to another song, then 
two characters slow dance to anoth- 
er song...) can certainly be seen as 
self-indulgent. But all of these ele- 
ments also create a unique dreamlike 
quality that challenges notions of 
cinematic time and lures the viewer 
into its vision, asking you to observe 


-Rosenstrasse 
Clutters a 
compelling historical 
story with modern- 
day distractions 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


largarethe von ‘Trotta’ s Rosen- 
Mere focuses on an incident 
Bin Nazi Germany when, from 
February 27 to March 6, 1943, Ger- 
man wives stood outside a building 
on a Berlin street, waiting for their 
Jewish husbands to be released to 
them. After trying to discover the 
whereabouts of her husband from 
eaucrats (who tell her that they 


on’t give information to Jew-loving 


whores”), Lena Fischer (Katja Rie- 
mann) finds out that her husband 
Fabian (Martin Feifel) is in the former 
Jewish social services centre, now a 
“collection centre.” A little girl, Ruth 
(Svea Lohde), has had her mother 
taken from her and taken to the 
building, too, and Lena adopts her as 
they both wait on Rosenstrasse. 

This story’is inherently dramatic 
enough to stand on its own, but von 
Trotta throws it off-kilter by framing 
her film within a dead- end, modern 
subplot. The film begins by showing 
us the now-aged Ruth in New York 
City, mourning her husband’s death 
and spurning the engagement of 
daughter Hannah (Maria Schrader) 
to Nicaraguan-born Luis. Hannah, 
curious about her mother’s upbring- 
ing after a relative shows up and 
drops eae mares to ail and 


Genocide: wives on the streets 


tracks down the elderly Lena in 
order to hear the whole story. 

This back-street approach to the 
historical narrative not only gets the 
film off to a slow start but also regu- 
larly, ponderously interrupts it, jerk- 
ing the movie out of the tense 
events at its heart. The modern-day 
plot, from Ruth’s grief for a husband 


we never see to the tension between 
Hannah and Luis, also seems tedious 
in comparison with the main story. 
The scenes in 1943 Berlin have a 
bleached-out look, and the cold 
greys and browns saturate the film 
with a stifling, dank suspense as 
Lena and the other wives wait. In 
desperation, Lena appeals to her 
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scenes almost more as paintings 
than story components. I last 
watched its authorized 220-minute 
cut in an old pan-and-scan VHS ver- 
sion (most definitely not recom- 
mended) late at night, fully 
expecting to take a break (or even a 
nap) between tape one and two, but 
found that I couldn’t pull myself 
away; I wanted to stay entranced by 
these images for however long they 
unfolded before me. 

The film's story (again, like 
Bum!) is also enormously significant 
as a work of historical revisionism 
and de-romanticization. It opens in 
1870, with Jim (Kris Kristofferson) 
and Billy john Hurt) graduating 
from Harvard with bright futures 
ahead and a certain irreverence 
about the notion of bringing culture 
to the great masses of poor, uncul- 
tured folks in their young country. 
Twenty years later, we see the two 
have settled in Wyoming, where 
wealthy cattle ranchers are strategi- 
cally arranging the murder of 125 
dirt-poor immigrants deemed as 
criminals because they may or may 
not steal in an attempt to feed their 
starving children. But by now Jim 
has slipped into inertia and Billy 
into alcoholism. 

A love-triangle subplot involving 
Jim, the mercenary Ned Champion 
(Christopher Walken) and the French 


estranged father, tries to coax a gov- 
ernment minister and even stitches 
on a yellow star to pretend she’s Jew- 
ish just in order to get into the 
building and see her husband. A fur- 
ther: flashback to the time when 
pianist Lena and violinist Fabian 
first romanced each other, reveals 
the seeds of prejudice amid a glitzy, 
escapist Berlin. 

But Rosenstrasse takes a casual 
detour around the moral car-wreck of 


_ the women’s stand—the fact that 


German women could win back Jew- 
ish husbands while millions not so 
fortuitously married were dying. Per- 
haps to show Lena as a true hero, not 
just a German woman who can free a 
Jew because they’re married, von 
Trotta has Lena take in young, doe- 
eyed Ruth, who is innocence person- 


ffied, and then completely tips t the 
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madam Ella Watson (Isabelle Hup- 
pert) ensures that the epic scope of 
the tale retains some intimate 
aspects, with all three (somewhat 
conveniently) representing opposing 
forces in the coming storm. Through 
the eyes of these central characters, 
who share several moments of fleet- 
ing pleasure in the film’s first half, 
we feel more stingingly the irre- 
deemable destruction and waste of 
life that lies in the murderers’ waké* 
For all the grandiosity of Heaven's 
Gate, the smallest moments—as 
when Walken, in a superb perfor- 
mance, embarrassedly whispers 
“wallpaper” into Huppert's ear when 
she inquires about the improvements 
he’s made to his humble cabin— 
linger in the imagination as long as 
evil Sam Waterston’s awesome disap- 
pearance into a cloud of smoke. O 


BURN! (QUEIMADA!) 

Directed by Gillo Pontecorvo * Written 
by Franco Solinas, Giorgio Arlorio and 
Gillo Pontecorvo © Starring Marlon 
Brando and Evaristo Marquez * Metro 
Cinema ® Sat, Jan 8 (9:30pm), Mctt, 
Jan 10 (7pm) and Tue, Jan 11 (9:30pm) 


HEAVEN'S GATE 

Written and directed by Michael Cimino ¢ 
Starring Kris Kristofferson, Christopher 
Walken and Isabelle Huppert * Metro 
Cinema ® Fri, Jan 7 and Sun, Jan 9 (7pm) 


scales with Lena's brother, who’s 
sympathetic to the Jews’ plight ever. 
though he’s a maimed soldier newly 
returned from killing Russians, Poles 
and other enemies (many of whom 
were, presumably; Jewish) on the 
Eastern Front for Hitler's army. 
Tucked away in the middle of 
Rosenstrasse is an interesting 
moment of curious triumph during 
World War II, but von Trotta takes a 
meandering route to get there. 
There’s been a more interesting, 
recent cinematic ride down a nearby 
road, involving a Jewish pianist. oS 
~ ROSENSTRASSE 
Written and directed by Margarethe von 
Trotta ¢ Starring Katja Riemann, Svea 
Lohde and Maria Schrader * Metro 
Cinema « Sat, Jan 8 (7pm); Mon, Jan 
10 Cs alee Tue, ig et 17 (7pm) 


Alter Egos/Born Into 
Brothels/Bright Leaves/The Take 

Laurence Green's documentary is 
ahout onetime animation prodigy 
Ryan Larkin, now homeless in Mon- 
treal, and current computer animator 
Chris Landreth, who makes a short 
about Ryan. Landreth’s short reveals 
the distortions and contortions of 
flawed lives when their strangely 
familiar reflections are seen in art's 
mirror, while Ryan is a remarkable 
subject, full of tics, insights into his 
fall and an inward energy. A wry, 
sobering look at creativity, homeless- 
mess and eccentricity. 

Ross Kauffman’s and Zana Briski’s 
doc, which screened at Global Visions, 
is a captivating lesson about art and 
education amid the darkness of dire 
poverty and social stigma. In a world 
where mothers are burnt to death by 
their pimps, Briski’s photography class 
in a Calcutta brothel lets kids reimag- 
ine their lives in a neighbourhood 


OMY orosents 


: : : 

"most people ignore or condemn. The 

children’s sharp, vital pictures throb 

next to the echo of one little girl’s 

words: “One has to accept life as being 
sad and painful, that’s all.” 

Observant docs like Bright Leaves, 
as its roaming narrator/director Ross 
McElwee explains, show “events in 
everyday life caught unawares.” 
McElwee traces a branch of his family 
tree that jutted off in a different 
direction when his great-grandfather 
unfairly lost his tobacco business to 
James “Buchanan” Duke. A wispy, 
scintillating meditation on loss, 
memory, the tortured legacy of North 
Carolina tobacco, and reconciliation. 

Avi Lewis’s and Naomi Klein’s 
hopeful film is about people taking 
back their jobs in a depressed Argen- 
tine economy. A deep, moving look 
at the importance of work in a crip- 
pled society where ex-employees 
form co-operatives and get factories 
up and running again. 

OTHER NOTABLES: Good Bye, 
Lenin!, Hukkle, Crimson Gold, Japanese 
Story, Sideways, Dear Frankie, The 
Motorcycle Diaries, In This World © 


JANUARY 7-11 


IN 1943, A GROUP OF GERMAN WOMEN FOUGHT 


TO SAVE THE LIVES OF THEIR JEWISH HUS 


ANDS. 


BASED ON A TRUE STORY 


Nothing is stronger than the power of love. 


ROSENSTRAS 


a MARGARETHE VON TROTTA film 


SATURDAY wo TUESDAY «7:00PM * MONDAY «9:30 PM 


« 
MADA) 
ING MARLON BRANDS 


’ 
\ o 

DAY me TUESDAY 9:30PM ’ 
= MONDAY. 7:00 PM 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates with the support of. 


Conseil des Arts 
du Canada 


Canada Council 
for the Arts 


#£ 


CA) Found: a tic Qn 


rful, terrifying film las 


didn’t 


sf the Lambs director Jonathan 
id(h§ Demme's incisive documentary 
about Jean Dominique, the Haitian 
radio personality, investigative journal- 
ist and political activist, his relationship 
with his equally outspoken wife 
Michele Montas and his 2000 assassi- 
nation. With music by Wyclef Jean. Zei- 
dler Hall, The Citadel; Wed, Jan 12 (9pm) 


rate Marlon Brando and Evaris- 
Mer to Marquez star in The Battle of 
a9 Algiers director Gillo Pontecorvo’s 
little-seen 1969 political epic, set in the 
19th-century, about a British agent 
whose assignment to foment a slave 
revolt on a Caribbean island as a ploy 
to seize control of the sugar trade is 
complicated by the growing political 
consciousness of the black man he 
picks to lead the guerrillas. In Italian 
with English subtitles. Read Josef 
Braun's review on page 39. Zeidler Hall, 


CARNEAU 


ote Agronomist The Silence of 
v 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:20 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
*18A¢e (sexual content) 


where-near the audience it d 


didate) might find the p 


cousin, an Epis 


The Citadel; Sat, Jan 8 (9:30pm); Mon, 
Jan 10 (7pm); Tue, Jan 11 (9:30pm) 


The End of Suburbia Director 
Fed ccsey Greene's documentary 
idl about the problem of suburban 
sprawl in North American cities, the 
demands it places on energy consump- 
tion and the environment, and the basic 
unsustainability of this way of life. Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel; Wed, Jan 12 (7pm) 


Pedersen Gate Kris Kristofferson, 
Per Christopher Walken, Isabelle Hup- 
idl pert, Sam Waterston and Jeff 
Bridges star in The Deer Hunter director 
Michael Cimino’s notorious, ruinously 
expensive 1980 Western epic about an 
idealistic Wyoming sheriff, a French 
madam, a ruthless hired killer and scores 
of European settlers caught up in the 
violence of the 19th-century Johnson 
County Cattle War. Read Josef Braun’s 
review on page 39. Zeidler Hall, The 


10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


LIFE AQUATIC 


with 
STEVE ZISSOU 


THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU 
Nightly 7:00 & 9:15 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:30 pm 
*14 Ae (coarse language throughout) 


yn they’r 


alian minister in Harlem, is equé 


talking a 
t Haitian radio b 
e on Radio Haiti-Inter, th 
documen 
/ dramatic features 
ing for in Demr 


vortt king out 


THIS WEEN'S NEW MOVIES 


Citadel; Fri, Jan 7 and Sun, Jan 9 (7pm) 


Rosenstrasse Katja Riemann, Svea 
Lohde and Maria Schrader star in direc- 
tor Margarethe von Trotta’s historical 
drama, set in 1943 Berlin, inspired by 
the true story of a group of German 
women who staged a week-long street 
protest against the Nazi authorities who 
had arrested their Jewish husbands. In 
German with English subtitles. Read 
Brian Gibson’s review on page 39. Zei- 
dler Hall, The Citadel; Sat, Jan 8 (7pm); 
Mon, Jan 10 (9:30pm); Tue, Jan 11 (7pm) 
White Noise Michael Keaton, Debo- 
rah Kara Unger and Chandra West star 
in director Geoffrey Sax’s eerie super- 
natural thriller about a man who 
becomes convinced that the spirit of 
his dead wife is trying to communicate 
with him by leaving hidden, coded 
messages on his household recording 
equipment. 


THE AVIATOR 
Nightly 7:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 


*PGe imature content not recemmenéed tor young children} 
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PG 
It, NOt recommended for young children. 
7-30 Sat Sun 2:00 ma 


METRO CINEMA 


Wed 9:00 
‘THE BOOKMOBILE/ELECTION 
7:00 


STC/18A 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


‘St. Albert, 458-9822. | 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Daily 12:40 2:45 4:50 7:20 9:20 

THE INCREDIBLES G 
Daily 12:00 2:20 7:10 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Daily 5:10 9:30 

NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Daily 1:00 3:00 7:00 9:25, 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Goarse language. 

Dally 2:10 7:20 9:35 

THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Daily 12:10 5:20 


MEET THE FOCKERS 
(Crude content, saxual language throughout. 
Daity 12:30 3:00 5:15 7:30 9:40 


LEDUC CINEMAS 

4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
FAT ALBERT G 
Daily 7:00 9:20 
‘Sat Sun 1:15 3:35 
WHITE NOISE PG 
May frighten young children, some coarse language. 
Daily 6:50 9:30 
Sat Sun 1:10 3:40 
MEET THE FOCKERS 
Crude content, sexual language throughout. 


Daily 7:05 9:25 
Sat Sun 1:05 3:25 


CLOSER 

Crude sexual language. 
Daily 7:50 9:30 

Sat Sun 1:00 3:15 


7 WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 
(1) 780-352-3922 


FAT ALBERT G 
Daily 7:00 9:20 

Sat Sun 1:15 3:35 

WHITE NOISE PG 
May frighten young children, some coarse language, 
Daily 6:50 9:30 

Sat Sun 1:10 3:40 


MEET THE FOCKERS 

‘Crude content, sexual language throughout. 
Daily 7:05 9:25 

Sat Sun 1:05 3:25 

CLOSER 

Crude sexual language. 

Daily 7:50 9:30 

Sat Sun 1:00 3:15 


14A 


18A 


184A 


18A 


18A 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 7 


CINEMA GUIDE 


10200-1092 Ave, 421-7020 
WHITE NOISE PG 


May frighten young children, some coarse lang. 
Daily 1:40 4:20 7:10 9:30 a 


FINDING NEVERLAND G 
Daily 1:30 4710 6:45 9:20 

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
May frighten young children Daily 12:25 3:30 6:29 9:50 
MEET THE FOCKERS 144 


‘Crude content, sexual language throughout 
Daily 1:10 4:00 7:00 10:00 a 
SPANGLISH PG 


Coarse language, mature theme. 
Daily 12:40 3:45 6:50 9:55 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language, Daily 1:00 3:55 7:15 10:10 
SIDEWAYS 184 
Sexual content. Daily 12:50 3:50 7:20 10:15 
CLOSER 18A 
Crude sexual language. Daily 1:20 4:30 7:30 10:20 
AVERY LONG ENGAGEMENT 168A 
War wiolence, sexual content. 
Daily 12:30 3:40 6:40 9:40 

WEST MALL 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 


BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON 144 | 


Coarse language. 

Fri-Sun 1:50 4;30 7:10 9:25 

Mon-Thu 4:39 7:10 9:25 

LADDER 49 PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Sun 1:45 4:20 7:00 9:30 
Mon-Thu 4:20 7:00 9:30 


RAY PG 
Substance abuse, not recommended for young children. 
Fri-Sun 2:40 7:40 Mon-Thu 4:05 7:40 


ALFIE 144 
Fri-Sun 1:40 7:20 Mon-Thu 7:20 
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 18A 


Crude sexual language, not recommended for children, 
Daily 4:10 9:40 


NAPOLEON DYNAMITE G 
Fr-Sun 2:10 4:25 7:05 9:10, 
Mon-Thu 4:25 7:05 9:10 


SHARK TALE G 
Fri-Sun 2:20 4:40 6:40 8:50 
Mon-Thu 4:40 6:40 8:50 


WITHOUT A PADDLE 14A 
Fri-Sun 2:00 4:00 6:30 9:00 

Mon-Thu 4:00 6:30 9:00 

THE NOTEBOOK PG 


Suggestive scsnes. Fri-Sun 1:30 4:15 6:50 9:20 
Mon-Thu 4:15 6:50 9:20 


CLAREVIEW 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
THE AVIATOR PG 


Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Fri-Sun 2:00 5:10 8:30 Mon-Thu 5:10 8:30 


DARKNESS 14A 
Frightening scenes, Fri-Sun 1:20 3:45 6:40 9:00 
Mon-Thu 3:45 6:40 9:00 

FAT ALBERT G 
Fri-Sun 1:15 3:40 7:20 9:30 Mon-Thu 3:40 7:20 9:30 
MEET THE FOCKERS 144 


Crude content, sexual language throughout 
Fri-Sun 1:50 4:40 7:30 10:10 
Mon-Thu 4:40 7:30 10:10 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. 

Fri-Sun 1:30 4:15 7:00 9:50 

Mon-Thu 4:15 7:00 9:50 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri-Sun 1:10 4:00 7:10 9:40 

Mon-Thu 4:00 7:10 9:40 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Sun 1:00 3:50 6:30 9:20 
Mon-Thu 3:50 6:30 9:20. 


BLADE: TRINITY 18A 
Fri-Sun 2:10 4:50 7:40 Mon-Thu 4:50 7:40 

THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Fri-Sun 1;05 3:30 6:35 Mon-Thu 3:30 6:35 

NATIONAL TREASURE PG 

Daily 10:05 

THE FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 

Coarse lanquage, violence. 

Daily 9:10 

WHITE NOISE PG 


May frighten young childfen, some coarse language. 
Fri-Sun 1:40 4:20 6:50 9:55 
Mon-Thu 4:30 6:50 9:55 


t 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMO 
1525-99 St, 496-8585 
WHITE NOISE PG 
May frighten young ch arse language. 
THX Daily 1 30 43407 0350 


FAT ALBERT a 
Daily 1:40 4:09 6:40 9:00 
DARKNESS 14A 


Frightening scenes. Fri-Tue Thu 2:30 5:00 7-50 10:20 
Wed 2:30 10:20 


HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS 14a 
Subtitled. Daily 1:30 4:30 7:15 9:55 
MEET THE FOCKERS 144 


Gruss content, sexual language throughout. THX Daily 
1:10 2:10 3:50 4:50 7:00 8:00 9:45 10:30 

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
May frighten young childreg. Daily 12:30 3:30 5:30 6:30 
8:45 9:35 Star and Srollers screening: Tue 1:00 

THE FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, violence. 

Fri-Wed 2:00 4:45 7:40 10:15 Thu 2:00 10:15 
SPANGLISH PG 


Coarse language, mature theme. 
Daily 1:15 4:15 7:20 10:15 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Daily 1:20 4:20 7:15 10:10 

BLADE: TRINITY 18A 
Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 2:20 5:10 7:45 10:30 Sun 2:20 10:30 
CLOSER 18A 
Crude sexual language, Daily 12:50 3:20 6:50 9:15 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Eri-Mon Wed-Thu 1:00-3:15 Tue 3:15 

NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Daily 12:40 3:45 7:10 10:00 

THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Daily 1:45 4:10 6:30 8:50 

THE INCREDIBLES G 


Daily 12:45 3:40 6:45 9:25 


WWE: NEW YEARS REVOLUTION 
Sun'5:00 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


WHITE NOISE PG 
May frighten young children, some coarse language. 

Fri 4:30 7:15 9:50 Sat-Sun1:20 4:30 7:15 9:50 
Mon-Thu 7:15 9:50 


THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Sat-Sun1:30 
NATIONAL TREASURE PG 


Fri 3:50 6:45 9:30 Sat-Sun1,00 3:50 6:45 9:30 
Mon-Thu 6:45 9:30 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Fri 3:40 6:40 9:25 

Sat-Sun12:40 3:40 6:40 9:25 

Mon-Thu 6:40 9:25 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse lanquage, mature theme. 

Fri 4:00 6:50 9:40 

Sat 12:30 4:00 6:50 9:40 

Sun 12:30 6:50 9:40 

Mon-Thu 6:50 9:40 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri 3:30 6:30 9:00 

Sat-Sun12;00 3:30 6:30 9:00. 

Mon-Thu 6:30 9:00 


THE FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, violence. 

Fri-Sat 4:40 7:20 10:00 Sun 4:40 10:00 

Mon-Thu 7:20 10:00 


MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 
Grude content, sexual language throughout 

Fri 4:20 7:00 9:45 Sat-Sun1:10 4:20 7:00 9:45 

Mon-Thu 7:00 9:45 


FAT ALBERT G 
Fri 3:45 6:55 9:15 

Sat-Sun1:15 3:45 6:55 9:15 

Mon-Thu 6:55 9:15 


THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Fri 4:10 7,45 

Sal-Sun12:15 4:10 7:45 Mon-Thu 7:45 

DARKNESS 14A 
Frightening scenes. Daily 10:10 

WWE: NEW YEARS REVOLUTION 

Classification not available. Sun 5:00 


NORTH EDMO! CINEMAS 
14231-1397 Ave, 792-2236 
WHITE NOISE PG 


May frighten young children, some coarse language 
Daily 2:00 5:00 7:50 10:15 


THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Daity 12:30 4:00 7:35 9:00 


FAT ALBERT e 
Daily 12:50 3:00 5:15 7-45 


a 


re 
nd 


DARKNESS 14A 
Frightening scenes. Daily 10:00 

THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZiSSOU 144 
Goarse language throughout. Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1:20 


4:15 7-10 9:55 Tue 4:15 7:10 9:55 
Star and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 


MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 
Grude content, sexual language throughout 
Daily 12:40 1.40 3:20 4:30 6:40 7:40 9:30 10:20 


THE FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, violon 


Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 1:00 3:55 7:20 10:00 

Sun 1:00 10:00 

LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 


Fri Sun-Thu 1:30 4:10 7:00 9:45 
Sat 1:30 4:10 9:45 


SPANGLISH Pa 
Coarse language, mature theme. 

Daily 12:45 3:30 6:45 9:40 

OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Daily 12:55 3:50 6:50 9:50 

BLADE: TRINITY 18A 
Daily 1:50 4:50 7:30 10:10 

NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Dally 7:15 10:05 

THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Fri-Tue Thu 1:15 3:40 6:30 Wed 1:15 3:4¢ 

THE INCREDIBLES G 
Dally 1:10 4:20 

FINDING NEVERLAND G 
Dally 2:10 4:40 7,05 9:20 

COACH CARTER PG 
Coarse language. No pa 


Sneak praview Sat 7:00 


WWE: NEW YEARS REVOLUTION 


Classification not available. Sun 5:00 


===] 
FAMOUS PLAYERS | 


GATEWAY 8 
2250 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri Sun 12:45 1215 3:45 4:15 6,50 7:20 9:30 10;00 

Sat 12:45 1:15 3:45 4:15 6:50 9:30 10:00 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:50 7:20 9:30 10:00 


THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Fri Sat Sun 12:20 12:50 3:50 4:30 7:45 8:45 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:45 8:45 


FINDING NEVERLAND G 
Fri Sat Sun 1:30 4:10 7:10 9:50 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:10 9:50 


THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU 14A 
Coarse language throughout 

Fri Sat Sun 1:00 4:00 7:15 9:55 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:15 9:55 


ALEXANDER 144 
Gory scenes. Fri Sat 12:15 4:20 9:00 

Sun 12:15 9:00 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 9:00 

THE SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS MOVIE G 


Fri Sat Sun 1:20 3:35 6:30 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:30 


COACH CARTER PG 
Coarse language, Sneak praview. Sat 7:00 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 
Grude content, sexual language throughout. 
No passes. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thy 12:15 1:15 3:15 


4:15 6:45 7:45 9:30 10:30 
Wed 12:15 1:00 3:15 4:15 6:45 7:45 9:30 10:30 
Famous Babies Wed 1pm 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri Sun Mon Tue Wed 1:00 1:40 3:50 4:40 6:50 
9:50 10:20 Sat 1:00 1:40 3:50 4:40 6:50 9:50 10 
Thu 1:00 1;40 3:50 4:40 7:20 9:50 10:20 


THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
May frighten young children. 

12:10 3:20 6:40 10:05 

THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
12:45 4:20 8,00 


THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
12:00 2:20 4:45 7:15 9:40 
THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU 14A 
‘Coarse language throughout 


© 1:20 4:10 7:30 10:25 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. 12:50 4:05 7:25 10:15 
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NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
12:40 3:45 6:55 10:00 


THE INCREDIBLES c 
12:30 3:30 7:1 

BLADE: TRINITY 18a 
955 

SPANGLISH PG 


language, mature theme. 
Mon Tue Thu 12:20 3:40 7:05 10:1¢ 
Wed 7 1 10:10 
COACH CARTER PG 
Neak 10 
WHITE NOISE PG 


fnghte 


) 4:00 7 


111 Ave, Groat Ra, 455-8726 
OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 


A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
i Sat Sun 12:45 3:45 7:00 9:30 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 9:30 

MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 
Crude content, se nguage thr 

No passes. Fri Sat Sun 1:00 4:00 7:10 

M d Thu 7:10 9:50 

WHITE NOISE PG 
May frighten young children, some coarse lar 

Fri Sat 4:15 7:20 9:40 

Mon Tue We 09:40 


THE INCREDIBLES G 
Fri Sat Sun 12:30 5 
Mon Tue Wed Thi 


P]JMOVIES 12. 
CINEMA CITY 12 

5 [3633.99 STREET 463-5481] 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


AFTER THE SUNSET 144 
Fri-Sun 11:15 4:10, 
Fri Sat Late she 


| HEART HUCKABEES 14A 
Coarse language 

Fri-Sun 11:15 Dally 1:35 4:05 7:15 9:40 

Fri Sat lat show 12:05 

LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Fri-Sun 11:45 2:00 4:40, 

BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON 144 
Coarse language. 

Fri-Sun 11:20 Daily 1:45 4:30 7:10 9:4 

Fri Sat late show 12:00 

LADDER 49 PG 
Coarse language 

Fri-Sun 11:25 Daily 1:50 4:35 7:25 9:55 

Fri Sat late show 12:15 

SHALL WE DANCE PG 
Fri-Sun 11:30 Daily 1:50 4:15 7:30 9:55 

Fri Sat late show 12:10 

RAY PG 


Substance abuse, not re 
Cinema City 12: 
Dally 12:40 3:40 6:40 9:40 


scommended for young childre 


Movies 12: 

Mon-Thu 12:40 3:40 6:40 9:40 

Fri-Sun 6:40 940 ‘ 

THE FORGOTTEN PG 
Frightening soane 

Fri-Sun 11:35 Daily 2:10 4:50 7:45 10:10 

Fri Sat late show 12:20 

NAPOLEON DYNAMITE G 
Fri-Sun 11:50 Daily 2:20 4:55 7:20 9:25 

Fri Sat late show 11:35 

SHARK TALE G 


Fri-Sun 11:5 2:05 4:25 7:10 9.2% 


Fai Sat late sh 


TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 


Crude 


exual languags, not recommend 
Cinema City 12: 
Mon-Thu 2:00 4:40 7:30 9:55 


THE NOTEBOOK PG 
iggest 
Fri-Sun 11 


Fas 


5 4:45 7:35 10:00 


WITHOUT A PADDLE 14A 
Movies 12: Fri-Sun 11:15 Daily 1:55 4:40 7:15 9:50 
Fri Sat late show 11:55 


Tree hugging 


The Citadel’s The 
Syringa Tree stands 
tall as the best play 
of 2004 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


‘ | ist! List! O, list!”: so moans 


Hamlet's father as he begs his 

on to pay attention to his 
words. But he could have been 
speaking for generations of future 
theatre critics as they assembled 
their countdowns of the year’s best 
stage productions, an agonizing 
process of arbittary inclusions, omis- 
sions and second-guessing that rivals 
all the tortures of the grave. 

And so, in order to make things a 
little easier for myself this year, I’ve 
eliminated touring shows (like 
Daniel Maclvor’s showoffy-but-in-a- 
good-way Cul-de-Sac or the Magnetic 
North Theatre Festival lineup) and 
shows that were essentially remounts 
of earlier productions (like Jared Mat- 
sunaga-Turnbull’s wry, touching Near 
Diamond) from competition; I want- 
ed this to be a list of the best Edmon- 
ton theatre of 2004, and so I decided 
that only new productions created 


Gindy Baker, deted tear series One Mowthifil”. cro.snic material; 
dart Pulfoed, dalaby montype #1, menatype: 


for a local theatre company or collec- 
tive would be eligible. But even with 
those restrictions in place, I had a lot 
of gems to choose from. Here’s what 
came out on top. 


1. The Syringa Tree 

Despite being a last-minute addi- 
tion to last season’s Rice Theatre Series 
at the Citadel, this miraculous pro- 
duction of Pamela Gien’s one-woman 
show about growing up white in 
1960s Johannesburg was the richest, 


—_ —) 
A) 
ao 


most deeply satisfying theatrical expe- 
rience J had all last year, due in large 
part to Liisa Repo-Martell’s mercurial 
performance as everything from a pre- 
cocious infant to her loving Xhosa 
nanny to her grief-stricken grandfa- 
ther to her liberal parents. Repo- 
Martell does more than deliver Gien’s 
by turns pained and hopeful message 
of race relations; she embodies it every 
moment she’s onstage. If you were 
one of the few who saw this show 
during its all-too-brief run, youare a 
very lucky fish indeed.» 

2. The Merchant of Venice 

An even pricklier tale of bigotry, 
this one brought vividly to life by 
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director Marianne Copithorne and 
the Free Will Players last summer at 
Hawrelak Park. John Wright’s perfor- 
mance as Shylock takes one of Shake- 
speare’s most notorious villains and 
makes him into the most sympathet- 
ic character in the play: a Jew who, 
after years of embittering mistreat- 
ment, finds himself transformed into 
the very stereotype his neighbours 
had always caricatured him as. 

3. Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 

Director Bob Baker's immensely 
satisfying staging of Tennessee 
Williams's masterful blend of come- 
dy, Southern Gothic and scandaliz- 
ing melodrama, topped off by three 
tour de force performances by Jan 
Alexandra Smith, John Ullyatt and 
Tom Wood—and that’s not even 
mentioning the excellent supporting 
work by Maralyn Ryan, Robert Cor- 
ness, John Ullyatt’s dressing gown 
and Jan Alexandra Smith’s slip. 

4. The Mystery School 

Easily the most unfairly over- 
looked show of this summer’s Fringe 
was director Mieko Ouchi's produc- 
tion of New York playwright Paul 
Selig’s one-woman show, a trio of the- 
matically linked monologues about 
three very different, very opinionated 
women and their often-combative 
relationship with God. A personal tri- 
umph for Blair Wensley, who’s played 
a lot of entertaining but small charac- 
ter roles in other shows but who 
emerges here as a full-fledged leading 
lady—her work as “Dr. Edie” is less 
like a monologue and more like one 
long, sustained hug. 

5. The Bedlam Theatre Con- 
cern 

Ridiculously prolific, wildly cre- 
ative and criminally underpubli- 
cized, actor/playwrights Collin 
Doyle, James Hamilton and Mike 
Thompson put on four different 
shows this year of one sort or anoth- 
er, but sadly, few of them made 
much of a blip on the theatregoing 
public's radar. Doyle’s Fringe show 
Dear Penthouse probably got the 
biggest audiences, but Nighthawk 
Rules (performed in January as part 
of A Taste of Bedlam) and Novem- 
ber’s one-act festival Almost True 
Tales of Bedlam were arguably even 
better. Maybe 2005 will raise their 
profile: look for Doyle’s award-win- 


Notley's Best Films 


Continued from page 38 
8. Garden State 2 
Movies about depressive charac- 

ters wandering around in a blank 
haze shouldn’t work. This one does, 
winningly, by filling the world 
around said character with spark and 
life, detail and coincidence. Written 
by, directed by’and starring Scrubs 
actor Zach Braff, Garden State is aim- 
less but involving, each odd new 
turn revealing something worth see- 
ing, and it also doesn’t hurt that 
Natalie Portman is in there as a liv- 


The Syringa Tree 


ning script The Mighty Carlins to 
make a huge splash for whatever 
Canadian theatre company is smart 
enough to produce it first. 

6.3.0. 2.2 1 

Two Wetaskiwin headbangers try 
to drink and dope themselves into 
oblivion and go further in that direc- 
tion than they ever planned to in 
Chris Craddock and Nathan Cuck- 
ow’s high-energy two-hander. Here’s 
an exciting example of how young 
playwrights are being increasingly 
influenced not by other plays but by 
TV, music videos, movies and-other 
new media formats. There aren’t any 
“scenes” here in a convention 
sense—just an intense series of high- 
impact moments that make their 
point and then move on with the 
same relentless speed and fluidity as 
the panels of a comic book. 

7. Gordon's Big Bald Head: 
Sweet Zombie Jesus! 

It's easy to underestimate sketch 
comedy or take it for granted—that 
is, until you’ve seen it done badly. I 
knew Sweet Zombie Jesus! was a top- 
drawer show when I saw it the first 
weekend of the Fringe, but only after 
I saw the Steve Breadstone Experi- 
ence’s lazy, dimwitted Cream and 
Sugar on the last weekend of the 
Fringe did I realize what a rare com- 
modity a sketch comedy show as 
smart, well-produced, consistently 
fresh and funny as Zombie Jesus real- 
ly is—and that the Gordons troupe 
(Uacob Banigan, Josh Dean and Mark 
Meer), along with director Cathleen 
Rootsaert, had created one of the 
year’s very best plays. 

8. A Dybbuk for Two People 

From zombies to dybbuks: the 
dead also came back to life at North- 
ern Light Theatre this season, as 
Trevor Schmidt directed Jeff Haslam 


and Caroline Livingstone in this 
atmospherically designed, mysteri- 
ously beautiful retelling of the Jew- 
ish folk legend about the terrifyingly 
implacable persistence of true love. 
Among its many other unlikely 
accomplishments: Jeff Haslam over- 
coming an offbeat casting choice 
and actually convincing you he’s an 
earnest young Talmudic scholar. 

9. Vincent in Brixton 

Another unlikely but moving 
love story unfolds in Jim DeFelice’s 
production of Nicholas Wright’s 
drama, as a young Vincent van Gogh 
finds himself romantically attracted- 
to his much older widowed landlady. — 
But the play’s true subject is the mys- 
tery of artistic inspiration, and Mar- 
tin Happer does a phenomenal job of 
suggesting van Gogh’s shyness, his 
religious earnestness and his 
encroaching madness—and how 
they all coalesced in the great paint- 
ings that he wouldn't create until 
years after the play’s final scene. 

10. Marion Bridge 

A prime example of great actors 
taking a conventional script and fill- 
ing it with so much more life than 
exists on the page you half-wish they 
could have been credited as co- 
authors. Coralie Cairns, Caroline Liv- 
ingstone and Davina Stewart play 
three estranged Cape Breton sisters 
who reunite, reopen old wounds and 
eventually reconcile after the death of 
their mother. The jaded actress, the 
flinty nun, the eccentric maritime 
dreamer: playwright Daniel Maclvor 
has created some pretty familiar char- 
acters, but the cast and director Brad 
Moss make them into quirky flesh- 
and-blood people who you believe 


. continue to exist even after they leave 


the stage. I’m sure I'll still be thinking 
about them well into 2005. ® 


ing beam of human sunshine. Great 
soundtrack, satisfying little movie. 

9.1 ¥ Huckabees 

Another movie nobody saw, this 
one from Three Kings director David O. 
Russell. | Heart Huckabees is essentially 
a movie version of the Douglas Adams 
novel Dirk Gently’s Holistic Detective 
Agency, except that Dustin Hoffman 
and a superb Lily Tomlin are the holis- 
tic detectives investigating the philo- 
sophical problems that afflict their 
clients. [WH shares Three Kings’s fleet 
direction and visual invention; I pat- 
ticularly recall the pieces of the 
mouths of Mark Wahlberg and Dustin 
Hoffman floating into space, splitting 


and resplitting as the two argue about 
the relative superiority of the states of 
being and non-being. 

10. Primer 

A little underground movie that 
only popped up at the Edmonton 
International Film Festival, Primer 
shows that if you’ve got a good 
enough idea you can make a movie 
for under $10,000. Primer is a true sci- 
ence fiction film, hard science, with 
characters who are scientists and engi- 
neers working the problem like real 
scientists and engineers without all 
the usual bullshittery of Hollywood 
storytelling. One of the best and flatly 
unsettling time travel movies ever. O 
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us page, you heard me 
about what an agonizing 
is to compile a list of the 
best plays. There'll be none of 
negativity here; for some reason, 
writing my annual Theatre Notes col- 
Bee oted to my favourite perfor- 
es in plays that didn’t make it onto 
op 10 Theatre list always gives me 
but pleasure. | always feel like 
ving things out when | name my 
|Top 10 Plays, but when | do 
ual “High Performance Rodeo,” 
<e I'm leaving things in—and it’s 
ore fun to ask more people to 
than it is to cross their names 
e list of invitees. 
So here goes: 18 live performances 
‘m grateful for having seen in 2004. 
ey're in alphabetical order, so don’t 
feel slighted, Aaron Talbot. | like you 
and Brenda Bazinet equally.) 


¢ Brenda Bazinet, playing the 
betrayed wife in Edward Albee’s The 
Goat or, Who Is Sylvia?, transcending a 
cheap gimmick that required her, upon 
learning that her husband has been car- 
tying on a months-long affair with a 
bamyard animal, to reduce every break- 
able object onstage to smithereens. It 
was the quieter moments where Bazinet 
showed this woman struggling to main- 
tain a civilized face when confronted by 
her husband's animalistic desires that 
ere the most devastating. 

* Coralie Cairns, who appeared in 
only one scene in The Credeaux Canvas 
at Northern Light Theatre, but created 
arguably the shows most fully rounded 
character: a lonely, dotty old art enthu- 
siast devastated to learn that the young 
people she thought were her friends 
only regarded her as an easy mark. 

* Nicola Cavendish, whose per- 
formance as a downtrodden British 
housewife in the title role of Shirley 
Valentine almost caused Willy Russell's 
beloved play to make no sense at all—it 
was hard to imagine how a woman this 
vibrant and with such a mischievous 
sense of humour could possibly be liv- 
ing the dreary, unfulfilled life she spent 
so much time complaining about. 

* Dave Clarke and Tanya 
Lawrence in When the Wind Blows at the 
Fringe, playing a dull British couple 
whose problems—coping with nuclear 
fallout, radiation poisoning and the 
destruction of civilization in the wake of a 
global nuclear war—make Shirley Valen- 
tine’s seem pretty trivial by comparison. 

© Chris Craddock in Carmen 
Angel, giving one of his most vulnera- 
ble performances ever as the shy 
young boy who embarks upon a frag- 
ile, innocent love affair with a prepu- 
bescent backwoods beauty—and 
Giving one of his scarier performances 
ever as the bald, castrated undertaker 


responsible for bringing that romance 
to a tragically premature conclusion. 

_* Darrin Hagen, expanding his 
artistic reach beyond the politically 
incorrect one-liners of his popular Tran- 
ny adventures at the Fringe and giving a__ 
prickly, complex, touching performance 
as an aging drag queen drowning her 
sorrows on a tropical beach in Michel 
Tremblay’s La Duchesse de Langeais. 

* Andrea House, somehow even 
making her exits seem hilarious as a 
seemingly-slow-witted-but-probably- 
much-cleverer-than-she-looks Scottish 
maid who endures a torrent of hyper- 
articulate abuse from her conniving 
mistress and her lover in Shadow The- 
atre’s production of David Mamet's 
Boston Marriage. 

* Randy Hughson, as a hilariously 
insensitive man with hyper-sensitive 
hearing crawling miserably around a 
dingy trompe I’oeil set in Earshot at the 
Magnetic North Theatre Festival. 

* Daniel Macivor, another talent- 
ed out-of-towner who came to Edmon- 
ton with a one-man show about a 
lonely man with neighbour’problems: 
Cul-de-Sac, which suffered from 
uneven writing but more than made 
up for it with Maclvor’s precise, wittily 
observed multi-character performance. 

¢ Amber McGrath, whose 
NextFest/Fringe show 3 /ron didn’t 
become the sensation that | thought it 
would, but whose dynamic, charismatic 
performances as a woman trying to 
understand her life during a round of 
golf (or at least not bogey too many 
holes along the way) impressed even 
those theatregoers who didn’t respond 
to her script. 

* Eric Schneider, the perfect 
embodiment of self-contented bureau- 
cratic implacability in director David 
Storch’s fascinating, demanding, 
underattended production of 
Blue/Orange at the Citadel. 

* Liana Shannon, commanding 
the audience's attention without once 
moving from her armchair in Harold 
Pinter’s Ashes to Ashes at the Fringe. As a 
woman plagued by frustratingly oblique 
memories of painful incidents from her 
past, Shannon gives new meaning to 
the phrase “drawing room mystery.” 

e Jan Alexandra Smith, who 
made Isabella’s unshakable commit- 
ment to chastity seem oddly sexy—or 
maybe that’s just the Angelo part of 
my brain talking—in Shakespeare's 
Measure for Measure at the Citadel. 

© Davina Stewart and Marianne 
Copithorne matching wits in Stewart 
Lemoine’s Ibsen send-up The Vile Gov- 
erness as a servant with a terrifyingly 
dour facial expression and her mistress, 
a retired opera star whose unpre- 
dictable outbreaks of manic giggles 
somehow seemed even scarier. 

Jon Stewart, a young actor/play- 
wright with the famous namesake who 
nevertheless carved out an artistic iden- 
tity all his own at this summer's Fringe 
with Little Room, a fast-moving, struc- 
turally inventive and completely exhila- 
rating one-man show about a kid with 
ADD that, paradoxically, demanded you 
give it your undivided attention. 

e Aaron Talbot, falling face-first 
onto the Azimuth Theatre floor and 
then hauling himself up into the rafters 
and hanging there by his ankles as an 
amnesiac scientist trapped in the mid- 
dle of a semi-lucid dream in Pause. © 
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Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or 
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DANCE 


HELLO MY NAME IS GRACE John L. Haar 
Theatre, Grant MacEwan College, 10045-155 St 
(420-1757) * Presented by Occurdance featur- 
ing Kari Larson and Karie Kohar ® Jan. 15 (8pm) 
* $17 (adult)/$14 (student/senior) « Tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 


RODA DE CAPOEIRA The Capoeira Academy, 
10540-Jasper Ave (709-3500) « Every Sat (3- 
4pm) * Free performance of a Brazilian fusion 
of martial arts, dance, and music, invented by 
African slaves 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 
106 St (488-6611/4808-5900) * Open Mon-Sat 
10am-Spm (closed all hols) * ALL ABOUT 
ALBERTA; LAND, PEOPLE, HISTORY AND CULTURE; 
Jan. 8-Apr. 2; opening reception: Sat, Jan. 15 
(24pm) * Discovery Gallery: BODY ORNA- 
MENT WEST: Leading jewellery designs by 
Western Canadian artists; Jan. 15-Apr. 2; open- 
ing reception: Sat, Jan. 15 (24pm) 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 
9103-95 Ave (461-3427) * Group show fea- 
turing artworks by Francophone Alberta 
artists * Until Feb. 16 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621 
Whyte Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am- 
Spm, Sat by appointment * FAMILY: Oil paint- 
ings by Christ! Bergstrom ® Jan-Feb. 28 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND 
DESIGN SHOP 6507-112 Ave (491-0002) « 
Open: Wed-Fri 12-6pm, Sat 10-6pm, Sun 12- 
4pm * OBJECT COLLECTION: Launch party: 
Thu, Jan. 13 (6-9pm) 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and 
Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 
11am-Spm. Closed Mon * FROM NEAR AND 
FAR: Artworks that explore Canada as a multi- 
cultural society; until May 23 ® BETWEEN BOR- 
DERS; Until June 19 * IMAGES OF EDMONTON: 
Until Feb. 20 * DRAW: Drawing by Edmonton 
artists; until Feb. 6 © COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS: 
Until May 15 * PROTEAN PICASSO: Drawings 
and prints from the National Gallery of 
Canada; until Jan. 16 * Kitchen Gallery: 
IMAGINING HOME: Mare Siegner; until Feb. 6 « 
Children’s Gallery: SPELLBOUND: until Jan. 
2005 * $8 (adult)/$6 (student/senior)/$4 
(child 6-12)/free (member/child 5 and under) 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts Building, 
112 St, 89 Ave, U of A Campus (492-2081) * 
Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 2pm-Spm * 
VISUAL FUN: ART AND DESIGN FUNDAMENTALS: 
Artworks by students in the introduction to stu- 
dio disciplines * Jan. 11-29 * Opening recep- 
tion: Jan. 13 (7-10pm) 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) © 
Open: Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Thu-Fri 10am- 
9pm, Sun 12-Spm * Indian and Eskimo silver 
and gold jewellery by L. Wadhams. Moose hair 
tufting by J. Wastasticoot * Until Jan. 31 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * Oil 
paintings by Madelaine * through January 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) 
* Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * 
SITTINGS: Video installation piece by Johnnie 
Eisen; Jan. 6-Feb. 5; opening reception: Jan. 6 
(7-10pm) * Front Room: SEASONINGS: 
Drawings by Gerald St. Maur; Jan. 6-Feb. 5; 
opening reception: Jan. 6 (7-10pm) 


JASPER MUSEUM 400 Pyramid Lake Rd, Jasper 
(780-852-3013) * Open Thu-Sun 10am-Spm * 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS: Featuring photographs of - 
the northern Rockies by five photographers, 
Jasper Artists Guild showcase * Jan 7-23 *- 
Opening gala: Jan. 7 (7-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre, 10831 University Ave (433- 
5807) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-4pm * CHRIST- 
MAS SHOW: Group show featuring artworks by 
various artists; until Jan. 27 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) * 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-Spm * 
Artworks by Isabel Levesque, Don Sharpe, 
Marion Barker, Myrle Steen, Myrna Wilkinson, 
and Audrey Pfanmuller. Raku by Noburo Kubo * 
Through January 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am- 
4pm * Paintings by Remie Genest, Wendy 
Risdale, etchings by Thelma Manary, water- 
colours by Jim Painter, pottery by Noburo Kubo 


* Through January 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) 
* FESTIVE SEASON; Artworks by gallery artists « 
Until Jan. 8 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440- 
112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * TRANSFORMATIONS: 
WAVES OF FIRE, CLOUDS OF SNOW: Audio and 
visual art by Agnieszka Matejko, Adrienne 
Arlene Duffy, and Ryan Dorward 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « 
TROPICAL GIANTS: Large botanical watercolour 
paintings by Eileen Raucher-Sutton * Until Feb. 
1 * Opening reception: Sun, Jan. 23 (1-3:30pm) 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9526-96A St 
(496-2925) * SPRING-GOTTA LOVE IT: Show 
Pyramid display of cyclamens, azaleas and prim- 
ula * Jan. 15-Mar. 6 


ORTONA GALLERY 9722-102 St © TAJIKISTAN: 
Photographys by Lara Hill * Jan 7-16 « 
Opening reception: Jan. 7 (6-11pm) 


PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTER 10055-80 Ave 
(428-3499) * Open Tue-Fri 12-Spm, Sat 2-6pm 
* Featuring functional sculpture by NYC artist 
Sandra Sing, paintings by Tim Rechner, house- 
wares and jewellery * Through January 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) © Open Tue-Fri 
12-Spm; Sat 2-6pm * TRACE: Mixed media 
installation by Fiona Connell and Jo de 
Beaudrap; Jan. 13-Mar. 4; opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 13 (7-9pm) * Getting Through the 
Door: A Journey Through the Jury Process; lec- 
ture and worksop with Les Graff; Jan. 18-19 (6- 
9pm); $40; pre-register 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845- 
102 Ave (453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9am- 
Spm * A CENTURY PAST: REFINED LIVING IN THE 
NEW ALBERTA: Until Sept. 30, 2005 * SYNCRUDE 
CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 
11,000 years and 500 generations, people of 
the past and present, recordings, film, lights, 
artifacts and more. Permanent exhibit * FACES 
OF SALT: Until May 14, 2005 * WILD LIGHT 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Colour photographs of Alberta 
landscapes by Dale Hudjik; until Jan, 9 * 
EDMONTON GRADS; Until May 1 * TEDDIES 
AND TOYS: until Feb. 27 * BACK HOME 2005: 
Photography by Karen Brownlee; Jan. 14-Apr, 3 
* The Natural History Gallery: * BUG 
ROOM: Live invertebrate display. Permanent 
exhibit * THE B/RD GALLERY: Mounted birds. 
Permanent exhibit * TREASURES OF THE EARTH: 
Geology collection. Permanent exhibit * WILD 
ALBERTA GALLERY: Permanent exhibit * Wild 
Alberta every weekend. Presentations start at 
1pm and 2pm * Admission is half price Sat and 
Sun (9-11am) * Terrace: B/G THINGS 3: Large- 
scale sculpture; until Sept. 13, 2005 * NORTH 
EDMONTON SCULPTURE WORKSHOP: Ryan 
MeCourt, Mark Bellows, Andrew French, Peter 
Hide, Ken Macklin and Royden Mills increase 
awareness and appreciation of local contempo- 
rary sculpture; until Mar. 29 


ROWLES AND COMPANY GALLERY 10130- 
103 St (426-4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm, 
Sat 12-Spm * Watercolours by Frances Alty- 
Arscott, Jeanne Findlay, Sigrid Behrens, paintings 
by Audrey Pfannmuller, George Schwindt, Bruce 
Thompson, Steve Mitts, Elaine Tweedy, Angela 
Grootelaar, sculptural metal tables/stands by 
Rogelio Menz, blown glass by Darren Petersen, 
Cheryl Takacs, Susan Gottselig and Mark Gibeau 
¢ Hotel Macdonald: Acrylics by Steve Mitts * 
Westin Hotel (Pradera Room): Historical 
silkscreens by George Weber 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * 
Open Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * STIMULI: Printworks 
by Cindy Baker, Janice Wong, Matt Pulford, and 
Christopher Shepherd * Jan. 6-Feb. 12 * 
Opening reception: Thu, jan. 6 (7-9pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) * EAST MEETS WEST: Collages 
by Kathleen Newman and paintings by Sharon 
Simonds-Chia * Jan. 6-Feb. 5 * Opening recep- 
tion: Thu, Jan. 6 (7-9:30pm) 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * 
GROUP SHOW: Featuring gallery artists David 
Alexander, Sam Lam, Gregory Hardy, Robert 
Christie, Jonathan Forrest, Bobbie Burgers, 
Linda Lindemann, Wesley Anderson, Carolyn 
Campbell, Barbara Hirst, Jennifer Bowes, and 
Clay Ellis * Until Jan. 7 


11 DAYS OF POETRY Various Venues (422-8174) 
* Jan. 11-21 © Stanley Milner Library, Main Fl; 
Dawn Carter, Mary Pinkoski, Kathie Sutherland, 
Vanna Tessier; Tue, Jan. 11 (7pm) * Tim 
Campbell, Tom Emmens, Jacqueline Bell, Anne 
Rix; Fri, Jan. 14 (7pm) * John Chalmers, Alice 


vueweekty CED 


JANUARY 6-12, 2005 


Major, Laurie McFayden, Bill Sdmefs; We, anti&s > 
(7pm) * Diane Buchanan, Adriana Albi Davies, 
Mary T. McDonald, Oswald Meyer; Wed, Jan. 19 
(7pm) * Tuxedo’s Bistro, St. Albert; Grace Carr, 
Angela Dekort, Joanne Osborne-Paulson, Darlene 
Spong Henderson; Wed, Jan. 12 (7pm) * Steeps 
Tea Lounge, 11116-82 Ave; Twila R. Boyce, 

Cathy Hodgson, Jocko, Rod Rauscher; Thu, jan. 13 
(7pm) * La Boheme, 6427-112 Ave; Danielle 
Dalton, Deborah Lawson, John Leppard, Andrew 
Thompson; Sun, Jan. 16 (2pm) a 


MELTING POT ASIAN RESTAURANT 10351 
Whyte Ave (433-2932) * Storytelling Café pre- 
sented by TALES Edmonton ® Thu, Jan. 6 (7- 
9pm) * $3 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave « 
Music, poetry, and performance art open stage 
hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra 
* Every Thu (8pm) 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 10233 Jasper Ave (423- 
3487) * Doug Coupland reading from his new 
“novel Eleanor Rigby * Mon, Jan. 10 (7:30pm) « 
$5 


| LIVE COMEDY __| 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, 
Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Jon Charles (magician); 
Jan. 7-8 * Cory Harding (stand-up); Jan. 15-16 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 
8882-170 St (483-5999) * CTV'S - Comedy 
Now Showcase featuring Rob Pue, Three Dead 
Trolls, Kelly Taylor, Lars Callieou, Big Daddy 
Tazz, Shawn Lecomber, Andrew \wanyk, hosted 
by Rick Bronson; proceeds to help benefit disas- 
ter rellef efforts in South East Asia; Tue, Jan. 4 
(8pm) * Leland Klassen and quests; Jan. 6-9 
(8pm, 8pm an 10:30pm weekends) * Get 
Hypnotized! With Sebastian Steel; Tue, Jan. 11 = 
Improv Extravaganza with Skit For Brains; Wed, 
Jan. 12 * Robbie Printz from Boston; Jan. 13-16 
* Get Hypnotized with Sebastian Steel; Tue, 
Jan. 18 © Improv Extravaganza with The 
Second City Improv Players; Wed, Jan. 19 « 
Orny Adams and guests; Jan. 20-23 


YUK YUK’S Londonderry Mall (481-9857) * Stan 
Thomson from Hamilton * Jan, 6-8 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 101 St 
(436-2286) * The Lederhoosers Super Comedy 
Dryhump ® Every Fri (8:30pm) * Free 


THEATRE 


BLUE ROOM Redstrap Market, 10305-97 St 
(420-1757) * Presented by Image Theatre * Jan. 
18-20 (8pm) * $13 (Tue-Thu)/$16 (Fri-Sat) * 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


DRAGNET SQUAD Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
WEM (484-2424) © Until Jan. 23 


HOSANNA The Roxy, 10708-124 St (453-2440) 
* Presented by Theatre Network * Bradley 
Moss directs Darrin Hagen and Jeff Page in 
Michel Tremblay’s groundbreaking play about 
an aging drag queen struggling to maintain his 
illusions about his life during a vicious argument 
with his leather-clad boyfriend « Jan. 18-Feb. 6 
* Wed/Thu evening/Sun mat: $21 (adult)/$17 
(student/senior) * Fri-Sat evening: $22 (adult) 
/$18 (student/senior) * Tickets available by 
phone at 453-2440 


ONLY IN CANADA, EH? * Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483- 
4051) ® Alfie Zappacosta stars in this high-ener- 
gy tribute to Canadian singers, songwriters and 
comedians * Until Feb. 13 (Tue-Sun) * $47-$94 


ROBIN HOOD: MEN WITH SWORDS 
Celebrations Dinner Theatre, Oasis Entertainment 
Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) * A comic 
spoof of the legend of Robin Hood, Maid Marian 
and the Merry Men of Sherwood Forest * Until 
Feb. 5 (Tue-Sat 6:15pm; Sun 5:15pm) 


SPEAKING IN TONGUES Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (434-5564/420-1757) * 
Presented by Shadow Theatre * John Hudson 
directs Coralie Cairns, Brian Dooley, Natascha 
Girgis and David Ley in Australian playwright 
Andrew Bovell’s psychological thriller about 
two couples who discover uncomfortable truths 
about their marriages as a result of the disap- 
pearance of an eminent psychologist * Jan. 19- 
Feb. 6, Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat-Sun 2pm * Wed/Thu 
/Sun mat: $15 (adult)/$12 (student/senior); 
Fri/Sat evening: $20 (adult)/$16 (student 
/senior) * Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 


STANDupHOMO The Roost, 10345-104 St 
(420-1757) * Presented by the Gay4pay Co-op 
* Kevin Sutley directs actor/playwright Nathan 
Cuckow’s one-man show about a young gay 
man who revisits the central traumas of his life 
in the guise of a stand-up comedy routine * 
Jan. 13-22 (8pm) * Preview, Jan 12: $5; Two- 
for-One: Jan. 18; Fag Hag Fridays: $8 (women); 
$12 (adult)/$10 (student/senior) * Tickets avail- 
able at TIX on the Square 


free 
will 
astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


You will probably have to reiterate an old 
argument this week; you'll have to return 
to a familiar problem and reprise a good 

© fight you've fought before. For best results, 
don’t betray any peeved impatience. Act 
as if you're offering your reasonable appeal 
for the very first time. On behalf of the uni- 
verse, | apologize for sending you this 
maddening test. History is threatening to 
repeat itself in a distinctly unproductive 
way, and only your good-natured, enlight- 
ened use of force can stop it. 


PPTTAURUS ne zs no 


Even if it’s cold where you live, | highly 
recommend that you spend quality time 
outdoors. Lovingly observe the behaviour 
of animals and familiarize yourself with 
~ ithe rhythms of the moon; watch a river 
flow at night and take deep inhalations of 
the earth's aroma; learn the names of the 
different kinds of clouds and trees; sing a 
song to the sun. Simple acts of reverence 
like these will bring you into close align- 
ment with mysteriously beneficent forces. 
Your luck and intuition will improve, as 
will your sense of timing. Why? The astro- 
logical omens say that nature wants you 


to get to know her better so she can pour 
more of her magic into you. 


ae 
Last October | crammed all the fallen leaves 
from my mulberry tree into a garbage can, 
which | then hauled to a spot behind the 
garage and forgot about. Recently | redis- 
covered it. Though the temperature outside 
was in the 40s, the leaves inside the can 
were positively warm from the chemical 
changes going on as they rotted. Believe it 
or not, | immediately thought of you, Gemi- 
ni. Metaphorically speaking, there is some- 
thing similar going on in your life. The 
decay of the old stuff that you shed a few 
months ago is now generating a lot of ener- 
gy. Can you somehow make use of it? 


Sse CANCER 


Renowned German philosopher Arthur 
Schopenhauer admired the not-very- 
famous aphorist G. C. Lichtenberg. 
Schopenhauer referred to him as a “Selbst- 
denker,” a German term for an indepen- 
dent spirit who truly thinks for himself. 
Your assignment in the coming weeks, 
Cancerian, is to aggressively cultivate your 
own skills as a Selbstdenker. To get started, 
| suggest you temporarily suspend your 
disbelief in ideas you've always considered 
exotic or outlandish, even as you suspend 
your belief in your most unquestioned 
dogmas. During this trial period, be skepti- 
cal about every influence you've regarded 
as authoritative, especially the cynical and 
skeptical ones. Keep in mind Lichtenberg’s 
wise counsel: “The most dangerous of all 
falsehoods is a slightly distorted truth.” 


PR TLD srs na 


A giant Wal-Mart now stands within a 


mile of the ancient Pyramid of the Sun in 
Teotihuacén, Mexico. A KFC restaurant 
emits a steady surge of fried chicken 
fumes very close to Egypt's Sphinx. Mean- 
while, near the most sacred place in your 
heart, Leo, there is a mound of psychic 
garbage. You can’t do anything about the 
desecration of the first two places | men- 
tioned, but you can about the third. | rec- 
ommend that you take care of this little 
problem in the coming week. In addition 
to acts of cleansing and purification, | sug- 
gest you make a ritual atonement or two. 


AM VIREO asso 


The Nike swoosh is a trademark symbol that 
has been imprinted on the subconscious 
minds of hordes of consumers, helping the 
company suck hundreds of millions of dollars 
into its coffers. A college student created it in 
1971, charging Nike a mere $35. | think you 
may be in a somewhat comparable position, 
Virgo: on the verge of generating an idea or 
service or product that will ultimately yield 
bigger results and have greater value than 
you can imagine right now. Don’t underesti- 
mate it; refuse to sell yourself short. 


STMIMBRA ——smuzs- nc 


Joe Gibbs captured three Super Bow! victo- 
ries as coach of football’s Washington Red- 
skins and won the Daytona 500 and 
Winston Cup as the owner of a NASCAR 
racing team. He has demonstrated consid- 
erable expertise in rousing the drive for 
excellence in his employees. According to 
him, there are three main things that moti- 
vate people in any business: fear, money 
and sugar. What's your current proportion 
of each of those, Libra? The coming months 
will be an excellent time for you to revise 
your formula. Start now. Take both subtle 
and drastic steps to cut back on your levels 
of fear and pump up your levels of sugar. 


Around the age of 17, students in Denmark 
take a standardized test that determines 
their educational fate and, ultimately, their 
career path. In an article in National Geo- 
graphic, raconteur Garrison Keillor noted 
that teens who earn the very highest scores 
are eligible for the most prestigious occu- 
pations in Danish society: doctor, psycholo- 
gist, midwife. | urge you to remember the 
latter fact throughout 2005, Scorpio, 
because it will serve as a mnemonic device 
for my big prediction, which goes as fol- 
lows: you will grow smarter in the coming 
year whenever you cultivate your power to 
heal, whenever you expand your under- 
standing of the nature of the soul and 
whenever you help birth the dormant 
potential in yourself and those you love. 


“You can be the most intelligent, well- 
read, diligent person in the world and 
work at your poetry for 20 years and still 
be no good at it.” That’s what poet 
August Kleinzahler told the East Bay 
Express. He discourages his students from 
becoming poets; he says it’s not so much 
a Career as a disease. On the other hand, 
Sagittarius, I’d like to remind you that 
most other pursuits do reward hard work 
and dogged devotion. And it’s a perfect 
moment for you to meditate on that fact, 
since you now have extraordinary power 
to make long-term commitments to good 
intentions. Is there any labour of love that 
the ambitious part of you can imagine 
spending the next 10 years perfecting? 


PR SICAPRICORN nares 


Your symbol for the week is a sparrow 
flying low to the ground. Not an eagle 


~ soaring high over the treetops, not a 


hawk gliding on updrafts, but a small, 
humble bird whizzing along just inches 
above the turf. In other words, Capri- 
corn, seek transcendence even as you 
remain down to earth. Be light, airy and 
swift, but don’t put yourself above the 
fray. Declare your independence from 
the more oppressive aspects of the law of 
gravity, but stay near the same level as 
the heavy, plodding creatures. 


@ TAQUARIUS —saza-r0e 


“\ can’t find nobody as crazy as me,” 
mourns bluegrass singer Alison Krauss in 
her song “Crazy as Me.” You may have 
had that thought yourself on occasion, 
Aquarius, especially lately. But you don’t 
have to feel that way anymore. More 
than one unusual character is hovering at 
the outskirts of your world. Say the word, 
and they will venture closer, raising your 
level of unpredictable experiences. That 
would mostly be a good thing, though 
not completely free of harrowing brushes 
with comic weirdness. Your watchword 
for the coming weeks comes from anoth- 
er singer, Thalia Zedek: “Trust not those... 
without some touch of madness.” 


E> IPISCES —_sats-me 


It’s time for your coming-out party, 
Pisces. Please schedule this tenderly 
shocking passage for sometime in the 
next three weeks: your emergence from 
the shadows, your escape from the past, 
your repudiation of volunteer slavery, 
your graduation from the amateur ranks 
or your liberation from a persona that 
doesn’t suit you anymore. Do it with a sly 

~and artful ritual of transgression or do it 
with an exuberant burst of joyful release, 
but do it. The future is calling you too 
loudly to resist any longer. © 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or 
e-mail them to Glenys at 

* Histings@vueweekly. com 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


ABC OF SYMPHONY STRINGS Stanley A. Milner Library, Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (492-4224) * Lecture on the function of a 
violin in a symphony orchestra presented by Dr. Guillaume Tardif 
© Thy, Jan. 13 (12:10-12:S0) 


ARE ALBERTA'S WOODLAND CARIBOU DOOMED? V Wing 
Lecture Theatres, Rm 120, U.of A Campus (492-5825) * Lecture 
by De. Stan Boutin * Thu, Jan. 20 (4:30pm) 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 6328A-104 St 
every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic Roots, 8225-122 St; every 
third Thu (6:30pm) 


COUNCIL OF CANADIANS Grandin Green Building, 9708-110 
St (429-4500) * Edmonton Chapter development meeting « 
Wed, Jan. 19 (78:30pm) 


EDMONTON CHESS CLUB (473-1557) « Children ages 8 and 
up are invited to learn tournament chess at various workshops 
and public library programs, then compete in twice-monthly 
tournaments on Sunday aftemoons 


~-BRARATES Grandin Elementary School, 9884-110 St (975- 
6910/460-2931) « Karate for Kids over 10, teens and adults « 
Every Tue/Fri (6:30-8pm) 


LET'S TALK ANIMALS Valley Zoo, Saito Centre Interpretive 
Area, 134 St, Buena Vista Rd * Monkey Around: Sun, jan. 4, 11 
(ipm) * Canadian: Creatures; Sun, jan. 18, 25 (pn) 


MEDITATION * Garneau United Place, 1148-84 Ave (412- 
1006) Drop-in meditation with with Gen Kelsang Phuntsog; 
every Thu (7-9pm); $10 (donation) * Diamond Way 
Buddhist Centre, 4th Fi, 10314 Whyte Ave (455-5488) free 
meditations every Wed (8pm) * Buddhist Meditation, 10762 


© (433-8463) Tibetan tradition meditation presented 
by the Karma Tashi Ling Society every Wed (7pm); beginners 
welcome * City Arts Centre, 10943.84 Ave + The Way of Life 
meditation; last Tue each month (7pm door) 


NASCENT Support group for late teens to early thirties, those 
who feel lost, alone and confused or those who have wisdom to 
share * i_didnt_know@hotmail.com 


PHILOSOPHERS CAFE Nina's Restaurant, 10139-124 St (492- 
0448, Jasting stone buddhas, banning headscarves, and 
9 Modem culture and the death of relativism with 
yw! Dr. jean DeBernardi + Jan. 15 (2-3-30pm) * Free 


PILGRIMAGE TO SCOTLAND Hoste! international, 10647-81 
Ave (454-6216) * Presentation on the Great Glen Way, Skye, 
Pluscarden, St. Cuthbert’s Way, Holy isle of Lindisfame, Isle of 
Cumibrae by Rev. Geoft Wilfong-Pritchard * Mon, jan. 10 
RADHA YOGA CENTRE 9946-87 Ave (432-3363) * Hatha, 
dance, personal developenent and dreamwork * Every Sun (8- 
op 

TECHNOLOGY OF IMMER PEACE 210, 10534-124 St (482- 
0016) * Discussion of the Yogs Sutras presented by the East 


) 


West Yoga Society * Jan. 6-7 (6-9pm), Jan. 8-9 (10-4pm) 


TOASTMASTERS + 4005-115 Ave (469-6183) * Leam public 
speaking; every Thu (7:30-9:30pm) * Baker Centre, 10th Fl, 
10025-106 St (477-2613) Upward Bound Toastmasters; every 
Wed (7pm) * Norwood Leglor,, 11150-82 St (456-3934) 
Norwood Toastmasters Club Weekly meeting about public 
speaking, and how to improve your communication and leader- 
ship skills; every Thu (8-10pm) 


'WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION + Bonnie Doon 
Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave (434-2675); free quided hike/ski, 
approx. 11 km at Islet Lake/Blackfoot; Sun, Jan. 9 (10am) * 
Capilano Mall MacDonalds, 55 St, 101 Ave (478-5622); free 
guided hike/ski, approx. 10 km at Goldbar, Jan. 23 (10am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sexual, 
gender differences in education and culture focus group * 
Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


AXIOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter of the 
international organization of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large tav- 
em with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 jasper Ave (488-6636) * Open 
daily 9-3, Fri 8pm * Mon: Amateur strip (12:30); DJ Alvaro, 
Ashley Love * Tue: DJ Arrowchaser, malebox night, free pool « 
Wed: D] Eddy Toonflash; Drag shows (12:30) * Thu: Wet under- 
wear contest 12:30 w/Connie Lingua and Dj Squiggles * Fri 
Dance party with DJ Alvaro * Sat: Dj Arowchaser, Poo! 
Toumament * Sexy Sundays with Sean and Dj Mike, all 
request dance party 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6245) * Support community for 
lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) * Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (422- 
6207) * An organization for gay men and lesbians in business 
and their non-gay friends to share business knowledge, leam, 
make friends and network in a positive, proud space where 
being yourself is the norm 


FREE-TO-BE-VOLLEYBALL Oliver School Gyr, SE Entrance, 
10227-118 St (444-5673) * Mixed recreational volleyball leaque 
catering to the GLBT * Wed (7:30-9:30pm) (Sept.-May) * $3 
(drop-in)/$20 (term)/$40 (year) 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912-106 St 
(488-0564) * Peer education initiative for gay/bisexual men that 
works toward preventing the spread of HIV by improving self- 
esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550-102 St 
(488-5742) * Programs and support services for people affected 
and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy 
and public awareness campaigns 

ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * ywewicarealberta.org 
* The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources and Education 


(formerly Interfaith Association on AIDS) provides spiritual sup- 
port and connections for those affected by HIV/AIDS 
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ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St « 
Meetings every second Thursday each month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, 
graduate student, academic, straight allies and support staff « 
Third Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjorie (mwonham@ual- 
berta.ca) for schedule 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH Gameau 
United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) # Every Sun (7pm): 
Worship services. Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans- 
gendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE vawe..connectab.ca/livepos (488-5768) « 
Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society, Peer-facilitated sup- 
port groups, peer counselling * Daily drop-in 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.lcna.org (426-0905) * A spiri- 
tual community which gathers monthly for sharing, friendship, 
individual support and a safe space for our own spiritual ques~ 
tions 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program 
for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in 
French, English and other African languages * Every 3rd and 
Ath Sat (Jam-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (membership) * Pre- 
register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encoureged to 
participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE (488-3234) * Every Sun (7pm): A 
safe, supportive, confidential discussion group talking about all 
gay related issues, for men at any stage of coming out * Free = 
talkingwithpride@hotmail.com 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON 
(429-2321) * Weekly non-denominational church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) * Meetings 
every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm * Support/educa- 
tion for parents, families and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals 
transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877-882-2011, 
ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and the gay and lesbian 
community 


PRIDE CENTRE 45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) * (GLBTQ) Drop- 
in solution focused counselling provided by a chartered psychot- 
ogist and two registered social workers; free * Check website for 
scheduled counselling times www.pridecentreofedmonton.org * 
GET OUT: The women's coming out group; starts Tue, Jan. 17 
(730-9:30pm) 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second Sunday of 
the month at 3pm. A social group for gay/bisexual men over 40 
and their friends 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance (990- 
(0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 8pm- 
3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip with Weena Luv, 
Sticky Vicky, D] Alvaro * Thu: Rotating shows: Sticky’s open 
stage and the Weakest Link game second and last Thursday with 
D] jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New European music with 
Dj Outtawak Downstairs: D] jazzy + Sat: Every Sat like new 
years: Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with DJ Jazzy 
Downstairs: New music with D] Dan and Mike * Sun: Betty 
Ford Hangover Clinic Show: Every long weekend with Dj Jazzy * 
‘Tue-Thu $1 (membex)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (mem- 
ex)/$6 (non-membes); Sun $2 * Stand up Homo; Jan, 13-22 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steambaths 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 

egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of the 
month * Information and mutual support for transgendered 
people in an open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily (noon) * 
Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annle and Ken (7-12pm) 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 45, 9912-106 St = 
wwww.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) * An adult facil- 
itated social/support group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen- 
dered, straight and youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


EARTH ON PEACE + Metro Cinema, The Citadel, 9828- 
101A Ave; The End of Suburbia: Oil Depletion and the Collapse of 
The American Dream; Jan. 12 (7-9pm); $5 * Queen Alex 
Hall, 10425 University Ave; RIFF-The Real Independent Film 
Festival; Jan. 14-16 * $20 (festival pass)/$10 (day pass)/$5 
(session pass); tickets available (noon, Jan. 14) at Queen Alex 
Hall 


ICE ON WHYTE FESTIVAL Mcintyre Park, Old Strathcona, 83 
Ave (439-9166) © Open: Sun-Fri T1am-10pm, Sat 9am-10pm. 
* Artists creating ice sculptures (jan. 14, 28) * Workshops on 
weekends for children * Edmonton history snow wall © 
Entertainment evenings and weekends * Jan, 14-Feb, 11 


MELTING MOUNTAINS Metro Cinema - Citadel Theatre, 
Klow@mec.ca/genevar@sierraclub.ca * A multimedia presenta- 
tion and discussion on the effects of climate change on our 
mountains * Thu, Jan. 6 (7pm) * Admission by donation 


NORTH AMERICA IN PICTURE, POETRY AND PIANO 
Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (451-8000) 
Featuring the art of Ted Harrison, poetry of Lister Sinclair and 
music performed by Gloria Smarinen'* Sun, jan. 16 (7:30pm) = 
Tickets available at Festival Place box office, Ticketmaster 
TEDDYBEAR PICNIC Multicultural Heritage Centre, 5411-51 
St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Dinner and antiques with Dawn- 
Marie Nokelby * Jan. 7 

TSUNAMI RELIEF IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA Maharaja Banquet 
Hall, 9241-348 Ave (717-6519/487-1516) * Emergency 
fundraising dinner with speakers Malcom Azania, Nick DeSilva, 
and David Kilgour * Jan. 9 (6PM) * $20 * Proceeds to the 
Red Cross/Crescent Society 


KARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) « Every Wed-Sun (9pm): 
with Brad Scott 

BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd (484- 
7751) * Every Thu (9pm); Music Trivia with Escapade 
Entertainment * Every Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with Escapade 
Entertainment 

BILLY BUDD’S 9839-63 Ave (438-1148) * Karaoke Idol contest 
* Every Sat (8:30pm) 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) * Every Fri/Sat 
(0pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every Thu-Sat 
(9:30pm) 

BOSTON PIZZA (WHYTE AVE) 10854-82 Ave (433-3151) * 
Karaoke Thursdays with host Khadija 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) * Every Sur’ 


(8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 
CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) * Every 
Tue (9:30pm-2am) 

(CLIFF CLAYVIN'S 9710-105 St (424-1614) * Every Fri/Sat 
(10pm) 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every Fri/Sat 
(9:30pm): with Dee Dee 

DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave (454-9928) * Every Wed 

FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (467-4636) * Every Thu-Sat 
(9pm): with Woody 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue/Wed 
HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods (462-0468) + 
Every Fri/Sat (9:30-lam) 

INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-1158 Ave (451-1390) * Every Fri-Sat 
(9:30pm) 

JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) * Every Sat (9pm) 
KELLY'S 11540 jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every Sun/Wed (9pm) 
LB.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) * Every Tue/Thu 
(pm) 

LEGENDS 6104-162 St (481-2786) * Every Wed (9pm) 
MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) * Every Fri/Sal 
(9pm): with Shawn the Bomb 

MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Every Mon: with 
Jammin’ Jamie 


NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, Bsmt (439-8006) * 
Every Thu-Sun (9pm-2am): Karaoke with Howard from Audio 
Stars 

ORLANDO'S I 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every Sun 
(9pm)/Wed (10pm) 

‘ORLANDO’S I 13509-127 St (451-7799) * Every Wed/Thu 
(9pm) 

OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr (454-0667) * 
Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Time Entertainment 
RATTLESNAKE SALOON (438-8878) * Every Mon/Tue/Wed 
with Mr, Entertainment * Name that Tune every Thu 
RICHARD’S PUB 12150-161 Ave (457-3117) * Every Thu 
(9pm-lam): Karaoke hosted by Jimmy Love 


ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Daily (9pm) 


ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 st (482-5152) = Every Wed/Sat 
(9pm), 

BAR AND GRILL + DOWNTOWN, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499); every Tue-Sat (9pm-lam): with Ruth * HIGH 
STREET, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * OLD 
STRATHCONA, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu/Fri/Sat 
(9:30pn-1:30am) 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) * Every Sun 
(9pm): with Scott 

STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) * Every Wed/Fri 
(Spm) 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm-lam); 
‘every Tue (8pm-midnight) 

WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) * Every Wed/Fri/Sat 
(9:30-m-1am): with Dj Centaur SID 

WOODY’S 11725 Jasper Ave, upstairs (488-6636) » Every 
Sun/Tue (7pm-midnight): with Terrance; every Mon/Wed 
(7pm-midnight): with Annie 
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before publication. 


i business opportunity 


Got Goji Juice? Get Himalayan sat Juice and 
get on the road to health and wealth. Call (780) 
169-7206 or visit www.truehealing.freelife.com 


__ . Want home based income? 
Energetic individuals with leadership skills needed 
to advance intemational company in Alberta. 
\Wwww.incomeforu2.com 
www. deregulationnow.com 


HEALTHY COFFEE & TEA EXCITING NEW PRODUCT 
Eyentic entrepreneurs needed to help build a 
global market enterprise. Launching in Canada. 

Top eaming potential. 436-8498. 


Moms! No More Daycare! 
Stay at home and make al average income. 
www. freemoms.convsally 


New Mangosteen aie for entrepreneurs seeking 
wide open global market. Amazing company & 
product! Start building your residual income 
today! Roberta 962-3058. 


clothing 


Fleece lined moccasins and mukluks. 
Handcrafted locally. Order early. 435-1769. 


MENS long mink coat 
r sale 
462-6605. 


classes 


Learn to paint the figure. For drop-in classes and 
workshops call Tessa Nunn at 461-1028. Visit 
wwww.tessanunn.com for a full winter schedule. 


educatio 


Turn your dreams into a career! 
Register for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


Thinking of a career 
in MASSAGE 
THERAPY? 


Check out the 
distance-learning alternative. 


mbvicarsschool.com 


or call us at 491-0574 
6924 Roper Road Edmonton 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone Carol at 426-1996 for more information 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 
Incl. Somatics, Emotions, Shiatsu, Yoga therapy. 
Appts call 965-4278. 


furniture for sale 


Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 


boxspring & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice 
$250. King avail. at $450. Can deliver 453-3077. 


100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 
never used. Cost $4,200. $1,795. 
Free delivery. Can deliver 453-3755. 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone Carol at 426-1996 for more information 


ole Saat 


i | 
he http://auction.edmonton24h : 
www. onton24hourrelay.com and click on the AUCTION link. 
i sign d start bidding. A chance to get some great items at some amazing prices. AY | H 
We ali ieoiane ter donated items which can be placed on the site. 
I 

1 


2002 Chev. Cavalier 


cat Edmonton Motors 482-5771 
2003 Olds. Alero 


1.41, V6, 180HP, Loaded!, 23,980Km 


—= 
cat Edmonton Motors 482-5771 


help wanted 


Mobile DJ/Club DJ/Game Show Host Required. 
Music Knowledge Preferred. Call 940-0909. 


Seeking Product Demonstrators. Earn up to 
$1000. Paid fees Sales or theatrical back- 
ground. Call Mike 1-888-545-9782. 


PAID WEEKLY! Company needs puft aloes 
cessing unclaimed bank accounts. Call 1-866- 
883-0780 24 hrs. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night) and Thu 
(day), perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck, 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 907-0570. 


EXCITING CAREERS: 

Computer HCO eyo Pn Le et WEBSITE 
Designer, Home Study jplome: Computers 
provided. For free enrollment kit (24hrs) 
1-800-477-9578 CMS TRAINING 


AVON Reps Needed, Sh. 
Home Business Career, Low Start-Up Fee, Trainin, 
Provided, It's A Great Time To Join, It’s Fun, It's Simple. 
Call Today 471-9181 Corinne. 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar: 
Monday & Tuesday, 7pm 
10762-82 Ave. 


Next Class: January 19-23 


Call CARMEN at 429-0137 ext. 233 to donate today. 


shared accommodation 


ach English Overseas: 


my TESOL Certified 5 days In-class 
Or Online Or By Correspondence. 
@ * All ages * No Experience * No Degree 


FREE Info Pack: 


ourrelay.com or : 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next incelass or OREINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 he 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941 


Vocal Instructor Wanted 
__. Immediate opening Thursdays 29pm 
Voice/music educational background a must 

Varied clientelle-all styles 

B Scene Studios 
8212-104 St T6E 466 
bscenestudios@interbaun.com 

(780) 432-0234 


The Alberta Society of Artists call for 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City ship. Submission deadline: Mar. 1. Fi 
Lights Toastmasters! Meetings downtown every h 426-0082 www.artists-society.al 
Tuesday at noon. Call Perry at'426-5882 for details. 


WANTED: Comedy Wriler/Ditettor 
Born to write direct Comedy? Sketch comedy 
writer/producer seeks collaborative partner for 
Major television proj. Exp. req. Bill: 437-5893 


LL 
Whose Afraid of Virginia Woolf: Auditions at the 
Log Cabin, Spruce Grove, Jan. 9-10 (7 30pm) 
Two couples needed (25-55yrs). Info Ph Richard 
Winnick at 945-3211 


A Prosperous 2005 


— 
3rd Busker’s Ball seeks buskers, street perform- 
ers, street artists to host a benefit concert for the 


Are you wanting to start 2005 Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and Parkland Institute. Bill 433-5159, 


on the right track?? more pal workshops a yeliableeaunilions to fol- 


= NV s. him 
Call 944-1686 7. am io 


artist to artist 


FREE*FREE* FREE*® FREE® FREE 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 
providing the ad is non-profit Free ads run for four 

weeks dey pending: on available space. For info 
please P hone Glenys at 426-15996/fax 426. 
2889/e-m plenys @vueweeky com or at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 


Unemployed and Have a Disability? 


Full time/Part time work 
available 


Days & Evenings 


If you are over 18 


WE CAN HELP YOU FIND A JOB! 
Solutions for work 
and Career Trends 


428-7989 
Chrysalis 8 


CALL 702-5519 


Carnival Of Shrieking Youth Emerging Artists 
Festival auditions: Jan. 87 (5:30-9pm), Jan, 8 (2- 
7pm), TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave. Open 
fo ages 11-27. 499-1271 theatresquared@shaw.ca 


Carnival Of Shrieking Youth Emerging Artists 
Festival seeks vol. stage managers, designers direc- 
tors, mentors. 499-1271, theatresquared@shaw.ca 


Intemational Model and Talent agency requires extras, 
actors and models of all ages. Please call 432-4601 


. Seeking Roommate for 3 bedroom home near 
Groat Road A.S.A.P. Close to all amenities. 
$285/month plus utilities, internet and phone 
included. N/S, N/P Call (780)4 39-0473 


MN ) 
our great one-year diploma career programs! 


FILM & MUSIC BUSINESS 
FILM & DIGITAL ARTS - DIGITAL GRAPHIC ARTS 
AUDIO ENGINEERING & PRODUCTION 


Prof. outgoing gay male seeks roommate. 
Westmount unfurnished bedroom. Includes all F 
utilities 455-5393. 


U of A student to share quiet main flr, laundry, 
partly furnished. M/F, N/S, N/P, $380/mon 
Utilities included. Ph 438-8014 


suites for rent 


Three bedroom main flr. suite at 
Innroads Housing Co-op in McCauley, 
$692. Utilities incl. 432-2318 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 

Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981. 


Look for the Rainbow Music-438-2212 
8008-81 St. 10 wks $100 all inclusive 
* Adults Beginning Guitar - Learn 10 songs in 10 
wks. No exp. req/d. Wed, Jan. 12.» 
* Music & Movement for young children 12 
months-age 5. Starts Fri, fone 14 
Film Production Photoshop - Illustrator 
Industry Contracts Quark - Web Design 
Artist Management HTML - Flash - Java 


Final Cut Pro Dreamweaver 


\4 
- 7 CALL 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


Analog-Digital Recording 
Pro Tools - Logic - Beats 
Sequencing - Sampling 
Marketing & Promotion 


- Classes starting soon 


-$cholarships & Travel 
Funds Available for 
Alberta Students 


Travel the World.. 
Earn Great Money 


-Up to 100% Financing 
-Student Loans and Grants 


Vancouver, BC 


TING ALBERTA EASTER SEALS. 


PPSEC 


ACCREDITED 


THES WEEKS 


ee: 
Sorrentino's | 
$50 Gift Certificate | 


soo" WESEVVEEKLY 


vuewrekty CD 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Limp my ride 


Dear Andrea: 

I love my new boyfriend to pieces, except 
every time we attempt to have sex he 
loses his erection. It’s really embarrassing 
for me and | feel like a failure! He says he 
doesn’t know why it happens. Is there 
anything | can do to help him? He's okay 
with foreplay and he wants to have sex 
with me but loses it when we do. This is 
killing me! 

Love, Dying 


Dear Dying: 

| can certainly see how having your 
penis disobey your wishes might 
embarrass you and make you feel like a 
failure and like you might actually die 
from the trauma of it all but... what's 


-sthat you say? It’s not your penis? It’s 


your boyfriend’s? Oh! Well, in that 
case, maybe you ought to stop taking 
this quite so personally and beating 
your breast and rending your garments 
and generally making it so very much 
All About You. If he’s not carrying on 
like this, what makes you think it’s a 
good idea for you to do so? 

Seriously, if you really want to help 
him, lay off. You can have sex (if what 
you call “foreplay” involves genitals and 
feels good and moves one or both of 
you along the sexual response cycle, it’s 
sex in my book); it’s just the intercourse 
part that isn’t working, and that will 
work too if you back off a little. A 


Watched pot actually will boil, just as fast 


as an ignored one—that’s a simple, 

physical fact. But penises are attached to 

people, and people are a lot more com- 

plicated than pasta pots. Stop poking it 

and asking it what's wrong with it and 

one of these nights it may surprise you. 
Love, Andrea 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


Attracted to withholder men 


Dear Andrea: 

We've been together five months and it’s 
going very well except for one thing. He 
told me early on that he’d only ever cli- 
maxed his very first time. He pleases me 
beyond contro!—literally—so | want to 
give back to him. It’s like he’s holding 
back. When | give him head | can taste 
the pre-cum but then he makes me stop. 
Id do anything to make him climax, not 
only to make him feel great, but we are 
getting serious and | would definitely 
want to have children with him one day. 

Love, Serious 


Dear Sere: 
| can tell you what won't work: telling a 
man you've been seeing less than half 
a year, a man who is having some 
undefined sexual or intimacy issues, 
that you're worried he won’t be sup- 
plying the seed you'll be needing just 
as soon as he’s agreed to forsake all 
others and commit to you for life. 
Ordinarily, | am loath to endorse 
the idea that someone who isn’t cli- 


Stop poking it and asking it what's wrong with it 
and one of these nights it may surprise you. 


maxing is “holding out” on the part- 
ner; it sounds so mean and so willful, 
and it’s so rare that anyone actually 
does it on purpose. A guy who pushes 
your mouth away before he comes, 
though... he is holding out on you, 
pretty much by definition. | just doubt 
he’s doing it to be méan. There’s 
something up. He has a reason, and 
you can ask him (better than asking 
me) what it is. He may even tell you. 
Just don’t start off with “I’m desperate 
and I'd do anything to make you 
come, and by the way, I’m also afraid 
you won't give me any babies and I'll 
die childless, unloved and alone. Now, 
let's talk about your orgasms.” 
Love, Andrea 


The soft boy 


Dear Andrea: 

I’m an 18-year-old boy who used to get 
hard all the time, and now my sex drive 
has been destroyed. Seriously, | can’t get 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 300,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


it up with thinking anymore. I'm really | 
scared; this isn’t supposed to happen to 
@ guy my age. When ! do get it up, | 
orgasm without it being fully hard. Is 
there any advice you can give me, per- 
haps eating some magical dick-harden- 
ing fruit or something a bit more serious? 


* 


Dear Worry: 
I'm so glad it’s you, the owner of the 
penis in question, writing me, instead 
of some frantic young woman who has 
decided that everything said penis 
does ahd doesn’t do reflects directly 
upon her. | understand why they get 
that way, but it still makes me cranky. 
Now, your penis. You’re right, 
actually: this shouldn’t be happening at 
your age, and certainly not if it was 
working normally before. It hardly 
sounds like all is lost (if you can’t get it 
up “by thinking,” that means you can 
still do so by doing, right?) but | don’t 
like the sound of those ejaculations 
while semi-hard. Those are for old 
men, hippie-dippy tantra guys and old, 
hippie-dippy tantra guys. | wish | had 


some magic dick-hardening fruit for 

you but I’m afraid | sent all mine to the 

frantic young women. “Something 

more serious” means going to the doc- 

tor. Go. It can’t be as bad as you think. 
Love, Andrea © 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a | 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. | 


musicians 


Pro-touring band seeking guitar player. Must be 
modern heck punk/altens niles! Serious 
players. e-mail info to 
protouringband@hotmail.com 


Bass payee wanted for established jam band, 
originals, many styles. Positive attitude & dedica- 
tion, Please call Brian 970-3272. 


Big Band seeking jazz/swing/pi 
1 player. Call Rect @ ba 


Communi 
and trom! 


Fun, energetic guitarist seeks likewise singer, 
bassist, & drummer for punk/metal proj. Infl: Faith 


No More, System of a Down, Ph Pat 456-7107. 


Needed: guitarist for country/rock/blues. Full 


433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


time touring. Call Rob @ 720-7032. 


i 


Local rock/punk band seeks clean guitarist and 
lrummer, Free rehearsal space w/drums. Contact 
E-+town Rocker: originaljungleboyz@hotmail.com 


Seeking singing bass player for regular intow: 
3 a . Con Bt9 74-0310. : 


Original Braet seeking bass player. Rock and 
roll. Possible touring. Strong committment 
required. No students please. Call 893-2347. 


volunteers 


The 3rd Busker’s Ball seeks fun loving volunteer 
to host a benefit concert for the Parkland 
Institute. Bill 433-5159. 


OUTGOING and enjoy working with people? 
Like learning about science and educating oth- 
ers? Hostogand educational volunteer positions 

available ® Odyssium ™ Ph Violet 452-9100. 


IOVS IN MY BOX 


Adult Toys, Novelties, 
Leather Wear & Lingerie 


Order online or host a party 


(780) 977-TOYS (8697) 
www.toysinmybox.ca 


INSTANT ACCES TO 27 MEGA SITES « LIVE VIDEO 24/7 
PRIVATE CHAT « VIP TRIAL ONLY $3.95 
COCK STIFFENING ENTERTAINMENT ¢ ANAL REAMINGS 
PERVERTED GROUP ACTION INSIDE ¢ LIVE SUPER EXTREME SEX 
XXX EXPLICIT ACTION ¢ HIGH SPEED FEEDS WITH CHAT 


Romantic 
ho 
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a adults 


MAI 


Resp oestTry uatori 
men, i 
(780) 413-7144, Enter code 2310. 


AL CHAT! Always FREE for women! 
1 1-888-482-8282 code: 660 18+. 
No liability. 


_____sFEMALES NEEDED!!! 
a's Make Rae US per month with a spy cam 
‘in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401 


[fadios REET | 
et Someone 
Fright Nowy! 


503 


ions may apple 


4-TALKS 


- lubes Leora distonce charges Mma 
_Edmonton’s Best 8 
Live Chat! mobile hookup 


ZSBO-GE5-GS5E5 |e yur capone texte 


Women always call FREE word VUE to 12100. 
Men use free code 1751 


FM assumes noliability. 18+. Restrict 


Other cities: Exchange messages instantly with 
1-877-834-4044 | other hot singles on-line RIGHT NOW! 
Also TALK live! 


It’s anonymous and fun! 


(25'/msg. to send, FREE to receive) FREE FOR WOMEN! 


Visit mobilehookup.ca for details 


OT MALE CHAT « UNCENSORED ER@INGISTORIES » TALKING CLASSIFIEDS [UNINHIBITED CHATT = 
All Live. “= ~ gies Chat FREE! som caiy q 
CruiseLine 4 \ j 78 0-669-2323 4 


ae ~ a other cities: 1-888-482-8282 
780.413.7122 Use FREE trial 


enter code; 501 
$24.°/75 minutes: 1.900.451.2853 code: 2315 


Bupolilides GrajeVine 


ERSONALS 


<—_ For years, the men on GrapeVine Personals have 
4 redeemed their GrapeVine points for free system time. 
Now, women can also redeem their GrapeVine points - for 
premium cosmetics from our new promotion partner: 
www.SolsticeBeauty.com 


meetnew triends on the 
phone and enjoy FREE 


premium rewards. 
(Please call for details) Women Always 4646 


G Aust be 18+ 
The GeepevVine Club Inc. (www. Cr u 
Fun and confiden 
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® Western Canada’s Largest Selection Of Music & Movies * Lowest Everyday Prices 
© Satisfaction Guaranteed * Listen Before you Buy * Knowledgeable Staff 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 
Edmonton South: 3110 Caigary Trail South 433-6400 / Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 


ADVERTISING ACCURACY: We aien for the wtrmost accuracy in our advertising, but the occasional error 


h occur. Any érrov 


i be corrected 
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